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Martin Eſparſe 4 Jeſuite, who had approved 
Molinos's Bock, Þ. 25. 

Of Molinos and Petrucci their comms off 
juſtified, and that their Books were approved, 
and the Anſwers of the Jcſuites cenſured as 
ſcandalous. p. 26. 

The Popes advancing Petrucci to be Biſhop 
of Jeſſi, and how he behaved himſelf in his 
Biſhoprick, ibid, How the party grew in creait 
and it: number, with a ſhort charatter of them, 
:bid. & Þ. 27. 

Of the Jeſuites perſevering to calummate them, 
and in what Methods; and of the care that Mo- 
linos ook to defend himſelf, and of his writing in 
order thereunto, a Treatiſe of Frequent and 
daily Communion. p. 28. 

An account of that Book, and with whoſe appro- 
bations it was publiſhed ;, and of the Anſwers grven 
therein to ſome of Mr. Arnaud's Objettions againſt 
Frequent Communion. p. 25, 29. 

Of the offence taken at that Book, and for 
mhat ; and how the Quietiſts are in many things 
calumniated. p. 30. 

That their Maxims are reſembled to thoſe 
of Socrates his School, and wherein. p. 31, 32+ 

A converſation which the Author had with a 
French Clergy-man, with the reaſons given by 
that perſon, - why Worſhip onzht to be Pompous, 
Ec. Pp. 33: 

The TJeſuites #pox not being able to rujn Moli- 
NOS 


CO EEE 


Ts: CONTENTS 


nos by their influence upon the Pope, apply them- 
ſelves by means of F, la Chaiſe to the French 
King. p. 34. 

The aſcendant thty have over that Monarch ;  - 
with a juſt cenſure of the Perſecution exerciſed 
5n France. ibid. The Popes diſputing the Regale 
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| friendly application of all unto Holland, p. 


179. 

That the project of France?s falling upon Ge- 
noa, was formed by one Valdyron of Niſmes, 
that was a Proteſtant, and had lived long in Ge- 


| Noa, That the French might have been eaſily 
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at firſt, The injuſtice of this way of Ss 


ing, and how the Italians ſtile it, p. 180, | 


181, 182, 


What Refieions a Spaniard, belonging to 
the Count of Melgar, made upon the French 
miſcarrying in that, and in ſome other of their 
Undertakings, Þ. 182, 183, 


How Valdyron was treated by the Genoeſe, 
and how poorly requited by the French King, 


Pp. 184. 


An account of a Converſation the Author 
bad with two of the old Magiſtrates of Meſlina, 
wherein they ſaid many things reficttive on the 
. Honour, Veracity and TJaſtice of the French 
King and his Miniſters, and by what Argu- 
ments they juſtified the Revolt of their Town 
from the Spaniard, p. 185, 286, 187. 


Of the method they uſe tn preparing. Vitriol 
in the Sulfatara near Puzzolo. Of a hte 
Town in the Appenins, called Norcia, which 
tho rm the Popes Territories, may be -accouns 
red , a Common-wealth , and which is ſo 
jealous of all Prieſts obtaining any ſhare 11 
thezr Government, that they will admit none 
into Magiſtracy , who can either read or 


te, Þ, 189, 190. 
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Of the Mortification which one of the Magi- 
ſtrates put upon an Auditor who was a Church- 
man, by gelding him, for attempting t0 de- 
bauch bs Wife; with a pleaſant account how 


one that hath been ſotreated, may continue ca- 
pable to ſay Maſs, ibid. and p. 191. 


LETTER 


}. Writ from 


R- QO M Kh 


To one in Holland, concerning the 


QUIETISTS. 


S I R> 


Our deſire of being infor- 
med particularly by me, of 
the ſtate of Relig:on and 
Learning inltaly, and chief- 
ly here at Rome, has quick- 
ned my curioſity, and has 
{tan edge upon a humour 
that 1s of it ſelf Inquiſitive 

enough : and tho I ain not ſo muchin love with 

writing, as to delight 1a tranimitting you long 

Letters, yet ſind 1 have matter at Oreſent for a 

very long one ; briefly in that which relates to 

the Quictrſts : for you obterve right, that the 
ſhort hints that Dr. Barnet gave of their mat- 

tersia his Letters, did rather increaſe the cut i- 
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olity of the Engliſh, than ſatisfy it. He told as 
much as was generally known in Rome at that 
time, cancerning them ; but as a longer ſtay 
might have diſcovered more particularsto him, 
10 there have fallen out ſince that time ſuch 
new and ſurpriſing accidents, that thers 1s 
not more hearkning after new Evidence in 
England, upon” the: breaking out of Plots, 
than there was at |Kome upon the Impri- 
ſonment of ſo great a number of perſons in 
February and March laſt; the number alone 
of 200 perſons, was enough to raiſe a great 
curioſity ; but'this was much encreaſed by 
the quality of the Perſons that” were clapt 


up, who were both for Rank, for Learning, 


and for Piety, the moſt eſteemed of any in 
Rome, So 1 was puſht'on by;my: own Incli- 
rations, as well as: by your Entreaties, 
to take all the pains-that was poſlible for-me, 
to be well informed of this matter. The 
particular Application with which I had-read 
ſome of the Books of Devotion writ in. thts 
method, and the pleaſure, and, I hope, pro- 
fit, that I had found init, made me ſtill 
the more earneſt to know this matter to the 
bottom. Ir is true, it was hard to find it out: 
for thoſe who have been in Rome, know with 
how much caution all People there talk of 
matters that are before the [nqu:ſition : thoſe 
are like the Secrets of ſtate elſewhere : 
of which a man cannot talk much without 
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incurring ſome Inconventence; and there is 
no. Inconvenience that is more terrible at 
Rome than the falling into the hands of the 
Inquiſitors ; for beſides the Danger that a 
man runs, if the ſuſpitions are well founded, 
the leaſt il] effect thac this muſt have, is the 
cutting off all a mans hopes of Preferment ; 
for what a Suſpition of #Zigh Treaſon is elſe- 
where, the Suſpitions of Hereſy is at Rome ; 
and where there are many Pretenders, and 
there is ſo much to be expected, you may 
imagine that Hope and Fear working at the 
ſame' time ſo powerfully, it muſt be very hard 
to ingage ſuch perſons as probably know the 
ſecret of things, to truſt themſelves upon ſa 
tender a point, to ſtrangers. The truth is, 
Learming is ſo low in Jtaly, and the Opinion 
that they have of the Learning of Strangers, 
chiefly of Hereticks, is ſo high, that they da 
not willingly enter either on Subjects of Lear- 
2179 or of Religion with them; and on the 
other handia Stranger and a Zeretick, who is 
conſidered as a Spye, or a fair Enemy at beſt, 
will not find it convenient to thruſt on 
ſuch ſubjects of converſation, as are tender 
and ſuſpitious. All this is to prepare you 
for a relation which you will perhaps think 
defective, yet is as full as I could poſlibly ga- 
ther, out of all the Hints and Informations 
that ſome moneths ſtay at tome procured 


me. 
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The firſt thing that ſurpriſes a ranger 
in Rome, Is the very unequal mixture of 
Wealth and Poverty, that hz ſees here, as well 
as inall the parts of /raly; yet it is more con- 
ſpicuous here, than elſewhere: for as the 
Wealth of the Churches, Places and Convents 
is aſtoniſhing, ſo the Poverty of the Inhab:- 
rants, and the meanneſs of the ordinary Buill- 
dings, is extremly unſuteable to the magni- 
ficence of the other. When a man ſees what 
Italy was an Age or two ago, not to go back 
ſo far as to remember what Rome was once ; 
he can hardly imagin how ſuch a fall, ſuch 
a diſpeopling, and ſuch a poverty could be- 
fall a Nation and Climate, that Nature has 
made to be one of the richeſt of the world,or 
of Europe at leaſt; if the PRIESTS had not 
at the ſame time a ſecret to make the Natives 
miſerahle, in ſpite of all that Abundance 
with which Nature has furniſhed them. It 
were not able to withſtand even an ordinary 
En-my, and it can ſcarce ſupport it ſelf. Thoſe 
It al1:1:s that have ſeen the Wealch and 
Abundance that is in Enland and Holland, 
tho their Sun is leſs favourable, and their Cl;- 
mate 1s more unhappy, and that come home 
to ſee their Towns deſerted, and their [n14- 
bitazts In Raggs, ſpeak of this ſometimes 
with an Indignation that 1s too ſenſible ro 
be at all times kept within bounds. They 
ſpcak of the diftcrence between Zo/llnd and 
Italy 
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Traly like men affefted when they compared 
the two ſoils and Climates together. The 
one is a ſol divided between ſand and rf, 
preſerved from the Inundations of Zaza- 
floods, and the overflowing of the ſez, at a 
vaſt Charge » ſuſtering often ſuch loſles as 
would ruin other fates, and paying great 
and conſtant impolitions : and yet with all 
theſe Inconventences, and all the diſadvan- 
tages of a feeble juz, a ſtagnating and phleg- 
matick Air, violent Colds, and moderate, 
or at leaſt very ſhort Hears, this Comuntrey is 
full of Wealth and People; and there 1s in it 
ſuch an abundance of great {owns and con- 
ſiderable villages, and 1nall thele there appear 
ſo many marks of plenty, and none at all of 
Want : and the other has a kind #2, lvng and 
happy Summers, and mild IWinters : a frait- 
ful and rich ſo:l, and every thing that the -- 
babitants can wiſh for on Natures part, to ren- 
der them the Envy of the World: whereas 
they are become the Scorz and contempt 
of all that ſee them. And as much as the 
Dutch ſeem to have acted in ſpite of Nature 
on the one hand, in rendring themſelves 
much more conſiderable than ihe has intended 
they ſhould be; ſo the Government of /raly 
ſcems to have reſerved the defign of Nature 
as much on the other hand, by reducing 
the 1nhabitants to ſuch a degree of Miſery, 
In ſpite of all her Bounty : vpon this ſubject | 
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the Italians will talk more freely than upon 
matters of Rcl:gi0n: and do not ſtick to-ſay, 
That it flows from the ſhare that PRIESTS 
have in the Government, and that not only in 
the Popes Territory, but in all the other 
Courts of Italy, where they have the main 
ſtroke. They will tell you, that Prieſts 
have not Souls big enough, nor tender 
enough, for Government - they have both a 
narrowneſs of ſpirit, and a ſourneſs of mind, 
that does not agree with the Principles of 
human Society: Their having ſo ſhort agd 
ſo uncertain a time of governing, makes 
them think only on the preſent, ſo that they 
do not carry their proſpect tothe Happineſs 
of, or miſery that muſt be the conſequences 
of what they do,, at any conſiderable di- 
ſtance of time: nor have they thoſe Com- 
paſſions for the Miſerable with which wite 
Governours ought to temper all their Coun- 
ſels; for a ſtern ſourneſs of temper, and an 
unrelenting hardneſs of heart, ſeems'to be- 
long to all that fort of -er m Jraly, What- 
ſoeyer advances thetr preſent Intereſts, and 
inriches their families, 1s preferred to all 
wiſe, great or generous counſels. Now tho 
the Natives dare not carry this matter fur- 
ther, yet a ſtranger, that thinks more freely, 
and that has examined matters of Religion, 
in a more Inquiſitive manner, ſees plainly 


that all theſe errors in Government, are the 
effects 
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efietts of their Rel5g:07, and-of that authori- 
ty which they believe is lodged in the Pope, 
chiefly, and of which every Pr:eſt has'fo con- 
ſiderable a ſhare, that he is ealily able ra- 
make himſelf maſter of every mans Conſci- 
ence that lets him into it, 'and that believes 
thoſe three great branches of their power : 
that they can pardon their fins, make their 
God, and ſecure them both from Hell and Puy- 
gatory, Theſe are things of ſuch a mighty 
operation, that it is noteaſily to imagine how 
they ſhould be ſo eaſily believed, yet Tuppo- 
ſing once the belief of them, all other 
things flow very naturally from thence : men 
are not convinced of theſe errors tHl it 1s too 
late to come and nndecetve others. LItis true, 
many of the Jtalians believe theſe things 
as little as wedo; yet this 1s in them rather 
an effet of a looſe and libertine temper, than 
of ſtudy and enquiry, in a Conrntrey where 
not only Herctical books would endanger a 
man, but the bare reading even of a Latin 
New Teſtament would give ſome ſuſpition, 
But the thinking men among them are led to 
donbt of all- things, rather from a principle 


of Arheiſm, than of ſearching into matters of 


Controverſy : the one is much leſs'dangerous- 
there, than the other would be. And indeed 
as ſoon as a man becomes a little familiar with 
any of the men of freer thought here, he will 
ſoon ſee that the -beltef of their Relip107 has 
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very little power over many of thoſe who are 
the moſt zealous to ſupport it, only becauſe 
thzir Intereſt determine them, When a man 
has lived ſome time at Rowe, and has known a 
little of the Myſteries of the Conclave, with the 
Charatter both of the preſent and the late 
Popes, particularly the weakneſs and Ignorance 
of h;m that now reigns, who does not ſo much 
as underſtand Latin; when a man ſees how 
. matters are carried in that Corrr,what are the 
Maximes they go by, and the /ferhoas that they 
take z when he ſees what a ſort of man the Car- 
dinals are, men indeed of great Civility, and 
of much Craft; butas to the mattcrs of Rel:- 
gion, men of an cqual fiſe both of Iguorance 
and Indifference: when a man ſces how all 
preferments ate obtained, but chi.fly how the 
parple is given, and how men riſe up to the 
Triple Crown: when, I ſay, a man has ſeen 
and obſervedall this a little, he cannot wonder 
enough at the Charattcr that ſo great a part of 
the World ſcts on that Coure. The plain and 
{imple Arguments of Common ſence work ſo 
ſtrong, that Tranſubſtantiation it ſelf is not har- 
der to be believed, than that this man is Chrilts 
Vicar, a man of /nfalkbllity, and the ſource or 
channel at leaſt of divine truth, So that a 
Tan that has given himſelf the opportunities 
of obſerving theſe matters Critically,will feel 
a perſuaſion of the falſehood of thoſe preten- 
{10ns formed lo deep in him,that all the Sophi- 
ſtry 
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ſtry of Argument will never be able to over- 
throw it: for the plain ſenſ: of what he has 
ſeen will apparently diſcover the deluſion of 
thoſe Reaſons, which perhaps he 1s not lear- 
ned enough to anſwer : for let men ſay what 
they will, It is no eaſy matter to believe in a 
Contradiction to the clear Evidence of ſence : 
and | cannot make my ſelf fo much as doubr, 
but that as Cato was wont to wonder how IE 
came that every one of the Heathen Prieſts did 
not laugh when he ſaw another of the /7age,lo 
the Card:nals when they look on one another, 
and a Pope even as Ignorant a one as the preſenr 
Pope 1s, when he receives the ſubmiſſions that 
are offered him by all who are of that Com- 
munion, mutt laugh within himſelf when he 
ſees how lucky that Impoſture is, which has 
ſubdued the World into fo much reſpett for 
him, ard to ſo great a dependance on him. 
A mas who ſees all theſe things upon the place, 
and is of an Age capable of making ſolid 
Refle-!1>ns, and has a due portion of Lear- 
ning,mulſt return amaſed, not fo much at thoſe 
who being already under the Toke, have ne1- 
their knowledge nor courage enough to ſhake 
it off, nor at thoſe who go into it becauſe they: 
find their accouut in it, and ſo hope to have a 
good ſhare of thz ſpoil, as at roſe who have 
ſhaken off the Yoke, and have got into more 


| Liberty and more Knowledp, and feel the hap- 


py Influence of their deliverance even in thi 
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C:vil Liberties and other Temporal Concerns, if 
they ſhould ever come ſo much as to delibe- 
rate whether they ought to return and ſerve 
their old and ſevere /ſaſters, or not. For 
my-part, [I ſpeak freely to you, that I could 
ſooner bring my mind to believe that there 
is no ſuch thing as In/t:tured Religion : and 
that it is enough for men to be juſt and honeſt, 
civil and obliging, and to have a general re- 
verence for the Dezty, than ever tothinkthat 
ſuch Stuff as the men of the 24ſſron would im- 
poſe on the World can be true, Chtefly in 
that part of it which relates to the Popes 
Authority , after all that I have feen and 
known. 

You will perhaps think, that this is.a long 
digreſlion, or at leaſt a very improper intro- 
duCtion to that which I told you I would 
offer to you, ſince the relation that all this 
has with the matter of the OQweti/ts, does not 
appear to be ſo very proper. Yet you will 
perhaps change your mind, when tell you, 
that the Miſeries of 7:aly, that the Averſion 
that all men of ſenſe there have to the Ar- 
tifices of their Relsgs0r, and chiefly to the 
conduCt of the Regulars, and above al}, of 
the Je/uites, 1s believed the true reaſon that 
led ſuch numbers of #nen of all forts to be 
ſo favourable to Molines: to which this was 
rather to be aſcribed, than to any Extraordi- 
nary Elcyation of Picty or Devotion, of which 
ſo 
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ſolittleappears-in that Country, that nothing 


which touches only upon that Principle can 


- have great effects among them. Men that 
-are ſick, turn to all ſorts of remedies : and 
thoſe who are diſcontented, do naturally.go 


into every new thing that either promiſes re- 
hef, or that wounds thoſe that diſpl-aſe them. 
Theprefent ſtate of things in 1taly being ſuch 
as I bave deſcribed it, you need not wonder 
to find ſo many ready to hearken afcer any 
thing that ſeemed both mew and /afe. For 
as the Novelty gave that curioſity which 
might draw in many, ſo the ſafety that ſee 
med to be in a Method of Devotion in 


which ſo many of the Canoniſed Saznts- 


bad gone before them, and which appeared 


at firſt authoriſed by the Approbation of ſo 
many Jnquiſitours,, made them apprehend 


that there could be no danger in it. In the 
recital that I am to give you, I do not pre- 
tend to tel] you all the whole affair : nor 
will I aſlure you of the truth of all that you 
will find here. For in matters of this nature, 
in which Intereſt and Paſſion are apt to. 
work ſo ſtrongly, there are alwayes to ma- 
ny falſe Reports ſpread, and matters are ſa 
often aggravated on the one hand,and dimini- 
ſhed or denied on the other, that 1 will not fay- 
but there may be ſome things here that upon - 
a ſtrifter inquiry will perhaps appear not to 
be well founded; yet of this 1. will allure 
you . 
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y ou very poſitively, that I have Invented 
and added nothing my ſelf. | leave thoſe 
arts to the /ralians, and the Comrt of Rome: 
therefore I will tell you things nakedly 
and fimply, as I found them, without adding 
ſo much as one Circumſtance out of my 
own Invention. I alſo made as much uſe 


[ 
| 


| 


of my Judgement as was poſlible for me to do, 


both in conſidering the Circumſtances of thoſe 
with whom [1 talked on thoſe heads, and the 
things themſelves that they ſaid to me; {o I let 
paſs all that ſeemed to be the effeft'of Paſ- 
lion or Prejudice, and only marked down 
that which ſeemed to be true, as well as that 
which I had from men who I had reaſon to 
believe. My Informers were men of Pro- 
bity and of Senſe; they were not indeed ea- 
ſily brought v0 talk of this Subjett, and they 
ipoke of it with great Reſerves: ſo that 
there may be many defects, and poſlibly 
{ome miſtakes in the account that I am to ot- 
fer you ; yet you muſt be contented withit; 
for it is all that I could gather; anditis 
not corrupted with any mixture of my 
Own. 


Michael de Molinos is a Spaniard , of a | 


good and Opulent Family. He entred into 
Priefts Orders, but had never any Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Benefice : ſo that he ſeemed to have dedi- 
cated himſelf to the ſervice of the Church, 
Without deligning any Advantage by hag 
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himſelf. He paſſes in /taly for a man both 
of Learning and of good Senſe. His courſe 
of life has been exact, but he has never practi 
ſed thoſe Auſterities that are ſo much mag- 
nified in the Church of Rome, and among the 
Religious Orders : and as he did not aitcct to 
practiſe them, ſo he did not recommend 
them toothers; nor was he fond of thoſe 
poor Superſtitions that are ſo much magni- 
fied by the trafficking men of that Church, 
But he gave in to the Method of the /1yſtical 
Divines, of which, ſince your ſtudies have 
not perhaps lien much that way, I ſhall give 
you this ſhort account. 

That ſublime, but myſterious way of De- 
votzon, Was not ſet out by any of the firſt 
Writers of the Church; which is indeed a 
great Prejudice againſt it : for how many 
ſoever they may be, who have followed it in 
the latter Ages, yet Caſſtans Collations , 
which is a work of the middle of the fifth 
Century, 1s the antienteſt Book that is writ 
in that ſtrain : For the pretended Denis the 
Areopagite 1s now by the conſent of all learned 
men thought no Elder than the end of the 
fifth or the beginning of the ſixth Century. 
Yet after theſe Books appeared, very few 
followed the elevated ſtrains that were in 
them: Thelatter was indeed too dark to be 
either well underſtood or much followed. So 


that this way of Devarion, if it was pradtiſed 


in 
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in Religious Houſes, yet was not much ſet 
out to the World before S. Bernard?s time, 
whoſe melting ſtrains, thoa little too much 
lJaboured and aftected, yet have ſomething 
in them that both touches and pleaſes: after 
him many began to write in that ſublime 
ſtrain; ſuch as' Thauler, Ruſbrachins, Har- 
phins, Suſo, but above all Thomas a Kempis. 
And when for ſome conſiderable tine that 
way of vr:ting was diſcontinued, 1t was again 
raiſed up in the laſt Age, with much Juſter 
by S. Tereſa ;, and after her by Beltaſar Alva- 
res a Jeſuit: And as England produced a Car- 
thuſtan in King Henry the fixths time, one 
Walter Hilton, who writ the Scale of Perfe- 
dion, a Book Inferior to none of theſe I 
havecited, and more ſimple and natural than 
molt of them ; ſo of late F. Crefſy has publiſh*d 
out of F. Bakers Papers, who was a Benea;- 
&me, a whole body of that method of D:ivm. 
ty and Devotion, The right notion of this 
way-of Devotion is ſomewhat hard to be 
well underſtood, by thoſe who:have not ftu- 
died their ARGS , and 1s entangled 
with too many of the terms of the School ; yet 
L ſhall give it to you as free of theſe as is 
pojhible. 

With relation to Devoton they conſider a 
man in three difterent degrees of Progreſs 
and Improvement : the firſt is the Animal 
or the Imaginative ſtate ; in which the - 
pret- 
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preſſions of Religion work ſtrongly upon a 
mans Fancy, and his ſenſitive Powers : this 
ſtate:is but low and mean, and ſuteable to 


the Age of a Child ; and all the Devotion that 


works this way, that raiſes a heat in the 
Brain, tenderneſs in the "Thoughts, that 
draws Sighs and Tears, and that awakens ma- 
ny melting /maginations, is of a low form, va- 
riable, and of no great force. The ſecond 
ftate is the Rational, in which thoſe Refle- 
Ctions that are made on Truths, which con- 
vince ones reaſon, carry one to all ſuteable 
AQts, this they ſay is dry, and without mo- 


_ tion: Itis a Force which the Reaſon puts 


upon the Will, and thoupon a great Variety 
of Motives, and many Aeadrtations upon 
them , the mind goes thro a great many 
Performances of Devorion, yet this is ſtill a 
Force put upon the will. So they reckon 
that the third and higheſt ſtate isthe Contem- 
plative, in which the W:ll is ſo united to 
'God, and overcome by that Union, that in 
one ſingle Act of Contemplation, it adores 
God, it loves him, and reſigns it ſelf up to 
him: and without wearying it ſelf with a dry 
multiplicity of At-,it feels in one Act of Faith 
more force than a whole day of Meditation 
can produce, In this they ſay that a true Cor- 
termplative Man , feels a ſecret Joy in God, 
and an acquieſcing in his Will; in which the 
true Elevation of Devor;on lies; and —_ 
ar 
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far above either the heats of Fancy, which ac- | 


company the firſ# ſtate, or the Subtilty of A4e- 
ditation, that belongs to the ſecond ſtate : and 
they ſay, that the perfection of a Contemplarive 
ſtate above the others, appears in this, that 
whereas all men are not capable of forming 
lively /mazinations, or of a fruitful Invention, 
yet every man is capable of the ſimplicity of 
contemplation : which is nothing but the ſilent 
and humble adoration of God, that ariſes out of 
a pure and quiet mind. But becauſe all this 
may appear alittle intricate, I ſhall illuſtrate 
it by a {unitlitude, which will make the diffe- 
rence of thoſe three tates more ſenſible. 1.A man 
that ſees the exteriour of another, with whom 
he has no acquaintance, and is much taken 
with his face, ſhape, quality, and , meen, 
and this has a blind prevention in his favour, 
and a fort of a fe2ble kindneſs for him, may be 
compared to him whoſe Devor:on conſilts in 
lively Imazrinations, and tender Imprcilions 
on his lower and ſenſible Powers: 2. A man 
that upon an acquaintance with another, 


ſees a great many reaſous to value and eſteem, 


both his parts and his Vertues, yet in all 


this he feels no inward Charm that over- | 


comes him, and knits his foul to the other; 
ſo that how high ſoever the eſteem may be, yer 
it is cold and dry, and does nat affect his 
heart much, may be compared to one whoſe 
Devotion conſiſts ia many Acts, and much 


Ae 
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_ Nion is not felt. 
ſublime ſtate of Contemplation. 


common Devotions to the Saints , 
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Meditation. Bur 3dly,, when a manenters into 


| an entire. fricndſhip with another, 'then one 


ſingle Thought of his Friend, affects him more 
tenderly, than all that variety of reflections, 
which may ariſe in his mind, where this U- 
And thus they explain the 
And they 
reckon that ali the common methods of De- 


 wotjon, ought tobe conſidered, only as ſteps 


to raiſe men up to this ſtate: when men reſt 
and continue in them, they are but dead and 
lifeleſs Forms : andif they riſe above. them, 
they become Cloggs and Hinderances, which 
amuſe them with many dry Performances, 
in which thoſe who are of a higher Diſpen- 
ſation will feel no pleaſure nor advantage. 
Therefore the uſe of the Roſary, the daily 
repeating the Breviary , together with the 
are ge- 
nerally laid aſide by thoſe whoriſe up to the 
Contemplative State, and the chief buſineſs to 
which they apply themſelves, is to keip their 
Minds in an ward Calm and Quiet, that 
ſo they may 1a lilence form ſimple Aets of 
Faith, and feel thoſe inward Aotions and 
Dire&ions which they belleve follow all thoſe 
who riſe up to this Elevation. But be- 
cauſe a man may be much deceived ia thoſe 
Inſpirations, therefore they recommend to 


all who enter into this method, above all o0- 


ther things, the choice of a Spiritual Guiat, 
who 
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who has a right ſenſe and a true taſt of thoſe | 
matters, and ts by Conſequencea Competent | 


Judge in them. 


This is all that I will lay before you 1n ges- | 


neral, for oiving you ſome taſte 'of A46- 


lino?s Methods, and by this you will both. 


ſee why his Followers are called QUI E- 
TIS TS,and why his Bock is Entituled i Gur. 
da Spirituale, Burt if you intend to Inform 
your felf more - particularly of this matter, 
you mult ſeek for it, either in the Authors 
that I have already mentioned, or in thoſe of 


which I am to give you ſome account 1n the 


{ſequel of this Letter. Mol:nos having it 
ſeems drunk in the principles of the Conrem- 
plative Devotion in Spain, where the great 
Veneration that is payed to Saint Zereſa gives 
It much reputation, he brought over with 
him to /raly a great Zeal for propagating it. 
He came and ſetled at Rome, where he writ 
his Bock, and entred into a great commerce 
with the -e: of the beſt Apprehenſions, and 
the moſt Elevated thoughts 'that he found 
there. All that feemed to concur with him 
in his deſign for ſettiug on foot this ſublimer 
way, were not perhaps animated with the 
{ame principles. Somedeſigned ſincerely to 
elevate the World above thoſe poor and tri- 
fling Szperſtitions, that areſo much in vogue, 
among all the Bzgors of the Church of -Rome, 
but more particularly in Spain and Iraly, and 


which '/ 


— 


_ — 


W 
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thoſe | which are ſo much ſet on by almoſt all the 


. 
i 
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tent | Regulars, who ſeem to place Religion chictly 
| -in the exact. performing of them. It were 


thought that others entred into the deſign up- 
on more Indirect motives.Some perhaps from 


\ theaverſion that they bore the Regulars, were 


diſpoſed to entertain every thing that might 
lead mens Devotions to other - Channels, and 
to a conduct different from that preſcribed by 
Friers and Feſuites, Some perhaps had under- 
ſtanding - good enough to ſe the neceſſity 
of correfting many things in their Wor- 


; ſhip, which yet they durſt not attack as 


_ — 


\ bliſhed with five Approbations before it. 


many Abvſes without ſeeming to do tt. 


ſimply unlawful : So that it mtght appear 
more ſafe to expoſe thoſe things to the Con- 
tempt of 'the World, by pretending to raiſe 
men-far above them:and thus they might have 
hoped to have Introduced a Reformation of 
In 
fc, ſome who kemed to enter into this mat- 
ter, were-men that aſptred to fame, and ho- 
ped-by this means toraiſea Name to them- 
ſelves;and to have a Party that fhould depend 
upon them : for in ſich great numbers as ſee- 
med to imbark in this deſign, nt 1s not 'to be 
Tmagned that all were acted by the ſame mo- 
tives, and that every man had as good [nten- 
= as it is probable Mol:nos himſef 

Inthe year 1675. his Bock, was firſt pb- 
@ne 
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.much deſired : thoſe who were In the greateſt} Tt 
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of theſe was by the Archbiſhop of Rieggio, 1 
another was by the General of the Franciſcans,| ? 
who was likewiſe one of the QOzalrficators of 
the Inquiſition : another was by Fa. /4artin de 
E/parſa a Jeſuit, that had beea Divinity Pro. 
fefſor both at Salamanca and at Rome ; and was| all 
at that time a Oualificator of the Inquiſition, i 
As for the reſt, 1 refer you to the Bookie [cIf,] £ 


f 


The Bock was no ſooner printed, than it was! 


.much read and highly eſtzemed both in 7rah = 


agd Spain. It was conſidered as a Bock, writ 
with much Clearneſs and great ſimplicity;,and He 
this ſo raiſed the Reputation of the Author, 
that his Acquaiatance came to be generally = 
credit in Rome, ſeemed to value themſelves; *.: 
upon his friendſhip. Letters were writ to = 
him from all places : ſo that a correſpondence 
was ſetled between him and thoſe who appro-' 
ved of his -method in many different places of - 
Europe. Some ſecular Prieſts both at Rome 
and Naples declare themſelves openly for it: 
and conſulted him as a ſort of an Oracle upon 7 
many occaſions. But thoſe who joyned them- h 
ſelves to him with the greateſt Heartineſs and ' c 
Sincerity, were ſome of the Fathers of the Ora-| ( 
tory, in particular three of the moſt Eminent h 
of them, who wereall advanced at the laſt tne 
promotion of Cardinals, Coloreds, Cicers, but = 
above all Petraccse, who was accounted his = 


Timothy, Many of the Cardinals were allo T 
ob | l} 


| " 
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egi0 obſerved to court his Acquaintance : and they 
- ' thought it no ſmall Honour to be reckoned in 
TN " the number of| 1olinesfs Friends. Such were 


. Pro, | Caſſanata Axzolini and Carpegna ; but above 


d was 
[ition, 
E (e1f,! 
t was 
Italy 
writ 


know.1is a man of great Learning : he was Am- 
bitious to be thonght a Reformer of ſome of 
thoſe Abuſes, which are among them, that 
aretoo groſs to paſs upon a man of his freedom 
of ſpirit ; who had been bred up in the Sorbox, 
and, 2nd had converſed much with Mr. de Launay, 
& ,,}, He therefore ſeemed the moſt zealous of all 
__ ally others to advance Molinosrs Deſign: ſo that he 
ated! entred into a very cloſe commerce with him. 
Clem They were oft and long together : and not- 
© to. withſtanding all the diſtruſt that a Spaniard 
Fs has naturally of a Frenchman, and that all 
-.,. | men have of one another, who have lived long 
£4 of At Rome, yet Abolinos, who was ſincere and 
Ron Plain-hearted, opened himſelf without reſerve 
\r it; © the Cardinal: and by his means a Corre- 
upon ſpondence was ſetled between /olinos and 
hem ſome In France : for tho the ſpirits of thoſe of 
= 2nd. at Nation go generally too quick for a way 
of Devotion, that was ſetled and ſilent, yet 


> Ora-( vas : 
Wis: ſome were ſtrongly inclined to favour it even 


- laſt here. Perhaps it might be conſidered as a 


but Method more like to gain upon Proteſtants, 
3] his nd to facilitate the Deſign of the Re-unjor, 
allo that was ſo long talked of there. All theſe 

ob.+ (hings concurred to raiſt: 40ljzos?s Cha- 
racter, 


| all Card. 4Eſtrees, The lait you mult needs. 
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racer, and to render his perſon ſo conſidera- | 


ble, When the Pope that now reipns, was ad- 
vanced to the Throne, which was, you know, 
ia the year 1676, that he took moſt particular 
notice of him: and made it Viſibly apparent, 
that even in all that Exaltation, he thought 
it might contribute to raiſe his Charafer, if 


he were conſidered as a friend of I4!:no5s, and! 
an Encourager of his Deſign: For he lodged. 


himin an-Apartarent of the Palace; and put 
many ſingular Marks. of his Eſteem on him. 
This made him become ſtill the more Con- 


ſpicuous, when he had the advantage.of Fa-., 

; tho he nel- | 
ther ſeemed-tp be fond of it,nor lifred-up with; 
it. His Converſation was much deſired; and: 
many-Prieſts came not only- to. form them- 
ſclves according to his erhod, but to diſpoſe: 


vour joyned to his other Qualities 


all their Penetents to follow it: and-it grew 
to. be ſo much in vogue in Rome, that all the 
Nuns, except thoſe who had-Zeſaires to their 
Confeſſors,began to lay aſide their Roſaries, and: 
other Devotons, and to give themſelves much 
to the practice of Mental prayer, This way. had 
more Credit given to it by the tranſlation of a- 


French Book., that was writ upon the ſame | 


ſubje&t, which Cardinal d'Eſ#rees ordered to 
be made. It was writ in the:form of a Dialogue, 
and was printed in France in the year 1669, by 
the 4pprovation of ſome of the Doctors of 


the Sorbom, lamable to give you no other ac- , 


count 


' 
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ra» | count of the Aurhor, but that in the /talran 
ad. Tranllation he is called Fraxcs Mallevalla, 
»w.,.| a blind Clergy-man. The Book, being chiefly 
lar | formed upon thz model of S. Tereſe, the 
nt, | Tranflation of it was dedicated to the Diſcal- 
ht. | ceate Carmelites of her Order. This did not 
if. | contribute; a little for raiſing the credit of 
ind | Molinos?s Method, ſince: it appeared: to be 
red. | approved both in /taly, France and Spain, At 
put, the ſame time Fa. Petrmccs writ a great many: 
im. Letters and Treatiſes relating to a- Contemplas 
»n- | tive State : yet he mixed in many of them, 
F4..\ ſo many Rules relating to the Devotions of 
ei- | the Qwrre, thatthere was leſs: occaſion given 
ith; | for cenſure in his Writings : They area little 
nd- | too\tedious; but they were writ chiefly. for 
m- Nuns and others, that perhaps could not: have 
ofe- apprehended his meaning aright, if he had 
ew expreſled himſelf in a cloſer ſtile,and in fewer 
rhe words. Both the Jeſurres and the Dommicans 
eir beganto be alarmed at the progreſs of Quit- 
nd” aj they ſaw clearly, that their trade was: 
ich 1nadecay, and muſt decay ſtill more and 
nad more, if ſome ſtop was not put to thepro- 
fa | greſs of this ew Method: in order to this, 
me Itwas neceſlary to decry. the Authors of it : 
to and becauſe of all the Imputations in the 
ue, World Hereſy is that, which makes the grea- 
by teſt Impreſſion at Rome, Moelinos and his 
of Followers were given out to be Herericks. It 
ac- , deing alſo neceſlary to faſten a: particular 
unt Name 


— 
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Name to every mew Hereſy, they branded 
this with the Name of Qwe://. Books were 
alſo writ by ſome Feſuites ag1nſt /Ao!inos 
and his Merhod; 1n which there appeared 
much of that Sourneis ana Malignity that is 
thought to be p-culiar to the Socecty ;, they 
were alſo writ with th.ir uſual candor and 
ſincerity. One of the Fathers Seger; tuok a 
more dextrous Method to decry ir. Hz» »e- 
gan his Book magnifying the Contcrplative 
State highly, as Superiour to all others ; 
and blaming thoſe who had ſaid any thing 
that ſeemed to detract from it :; yet he corre- 
ted all this, by ſaying, chat very few were 
capable of it, and that none ought to pretend to 
zr, but thoſe who mere called by God to ſo ſu. 
blime 4 State: and by this he ſeemed only to 


cenſure the Indiſcretion of thoſe Spiritual | 


Guides, who propoſed this way of Devotion 
to all perſons, without diftinction. He alſo 
believed, that ſuch as were at ſome times 
called to it, could not remain long in ſo high 
a ſtate, to which God called men rather for 
ſome happy Minutes, than for a longer con- 


tinuance : therefore he thought that tuch per- | 


ſons as were raiſed to it, ought not to fancy 
that they were now got ſo far above all their 
former he!ps,as never to need them any more: 


ſo he propoſed to them the accuſtoming | 


themſelves ſtill to Med:ration, and to ſupport 
themſelves by that when they could not 


C0n- | 


| 
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contemplate. He cenſured ſeverely ſome of 
Molinoss expreſſions, ſuch as that, He who 
had God, had Chriſt ;, as if this were an aban- 
doning of Chriſts Humanity : he alſo inſiſted 
much on that of a fixed looking on God, and 
the ſuſpending of all the Powers of the Soul - 
but that on which he infiſted moſt, was, 
that Molinos ( whom he never named, tho 
he cited his Words, and deſcribed him very 
plainly) made the Quict of Contemplation to 
be a State to which a man could raiſe him- 
ſelf ; whereas he maintains, that in this QuieT 
the Soul is paſſive, and as It were in a rapture ; 
and that ſhe could not raiſe her ſelf to it, but 
that it was an Immediate and Extraordinary 
Favour, which was only to be expected from 
God, and which an humble mind could not ſo 
much as ask of him. 

Theſe Diſputes raiſed ſo much noiſe in 
Rome, that the /nqurſit:on took Notice of the 
whole matter: /olinos and his Buck, and 
F. Petruccrs Treatiſes and Letters, were 
brought under a ſecond and ſeverer Exami- 
nation ; and here the Je/witcs were conſidered 
as the Accuſers. It is true, one of the So- 
crety, as was formerly told, had approved 
Molinos's Book; but they took carc that he 
ſhould be no more ſeen at Rome: for he was 
ſent away, and it is not known whither, it is 
generally believed that he is ſhut up within 
Four Walls ;, but what truth ſoever may be in 

B that 
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that, he is no more viſible, ſo careful are 
they to have all their Order ſpeak the ſame 
Language ; and if any ſpeak in a different ſtile 
from the reſt, they at leaſt take care that he 
ſhall ſpeak no more; yet in this Examer that 
was made, both Molinos and Petrucci juſti- 
fied themſelves ſo well, that their Books 
were again approved, and the Anſwers 
which the Feſazres had writ, were cenſured 
as ſcandalous : and in this matter Perruccs be. 
haved himſelf fo ſignally well, that ir raiſed 
not only the Credit of the Cauſe, but his 
own Reputation ſo much, that ſoon after 
he was made ZB:(bop of Jeſs. which was a 
new Declaration that the Pope made 1n their 
Favours - their Books were now more eſteemed 
than ever, their Method was more followed, 
and the Novelty of it, the oppoſition made to 
Ir, by a Socrery that has rendred it ſelf odious 
to all the World, and the new Approbarion 
that was given to it after ſo vigorous an Ac- 
cuſation, did all contribute to raiſe the Cre- 
dit and toencreaſe the numbers of the Party. 
F. Petruccrs behaviour in his Brſhoprick, 
contributed to raiſe his Reputation till 
highcr, ſo that his Enemies were willing to 
give him no more Diſturbance ; and indeed 
there was leſs occaſion given for Cenſure by 
his Writings, than by Molinos®s little Book; 
whoſe ſuccinfAtneſs made that ſome Paſſages 


were not ſo fully nor ſo cantioully expreſſed, 
but 
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but that there was room for making Excep- 
tions to them: on the other hand, Perrucce 
was rather exceſſively tedious, ſo that he had 
ſo fully explained himſelf, that he very eafily 
cleared ſome ſmall difficulties that were made 
upon ſome of his Letters - In ſhort, every body 
was that: thought either ſincerely devour, 
or that at leaſt affeted the Reputation of ir, 
came to be reckoned among the Quzeti/ts : 
and if theſe perſons were obſcryed to become 

more ſtrict in their Lives, more retired an 
ſerious in their mental Devorzons, yet there 
appeared leſs Zeal in their whole deportment 
as to the 2xteriour parts of the Kel:gion of 
that Church. They were not ſo aſliduous at 
Maſs, nor ſo earneſt to procure aſſes tobe 
ſaid for their Friends: nor were they ſo fre- 
vently either at Confeſſion or in Proceſſions : 
oO that the Trade of thoſe that live by theſe 
things was ſenſibly ſunk: and tho the new 
Approbation that was given to MAfolinoss 
Bock by the 1nquiſition ſtopt the Mouths of 
his Enemies, ſo that they could no more 
complain of ir, yet they did not ceaſe to 
ſcatter about Surmiſes of all that ſort of men, 
as of a Cabale, that would have dangerous 
conſequences ; they remembred the ſtory of 
the Illuminated Men of Spain, and ſaid, here 
was a Spawn of the ſame Sect: they inſinuated, 
that they had ill Deſigns, and profound Se- 
crets among them ; that theſe were in their 
B 2 Hearts 
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Hearts Enemies to the Chriſtian Religion: and 
that under a pretence of raiſing men to a 
moſt ſublime ſtrain of Devotion, they in- 
tended to wear out of their minds the ſenſe of 
the Death and Sacrifice of Chr:/t, and of the 
other Myſteries of Chriſt;amty : and becauſe 
Mcolinos was by his birth a Spamard, It has 
been given out of late, that perhaps he was 
deſcended of a Femiſh or Mahowetan Race, 

and that he might carry in his Blood, or in his 
firſt Education, ſome ſecds of thoſe Religions, 

which he has ſince cultivated, with no leſs 
Artthan Zeal: yet this laſt Calumny bas gal- 
ned but little credit at Kome; tho it 1s ſaid, 
that an Order has been ſent to examine the 
Regil tcrs of the Baptiſm, in the place of his 
Birth, to ſec if his Name is to be found in it 
Or nor. 

Thus he ſaw himſelf attacked with great 
vigour, and withan unrelenting Malice. He 
took as much care as was pollibleto prevear, 
or to ſhike off theſe Imputations; for he 
writa Treatiſe of frequent and daily Con:- 
71min, which was likewiſe approved by 
ſome of the moſt learned of the Regulars at 
Rome, among whom one is Martinez a Je- 
ſuite, the Senior Drvimty Reader in their Col- 
ledge at Rome, This was printed with his 
Sp:ritnal Gride, in the year 1675. and in the 
Preface he proteſts, that he had not writ it 
with any dcelign to engage himſelf into mat- 
ters 
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ters of Controverſie, but that ic was drawn 
from him, by the moſt carneſt Solicitations 
of ſome Zealous Perſons. In it he preſſed a 
daily Communion, by a vaſt number of Paſ- 
ſages that he cited both out of the Ancient 
Fathers, and the Schoolmen;, yet he qualified 
this and all his other directions in the matters 
of Devotion by that which he-conſtantly re- 
peats, which is the neceſſity of being con- 
ducted in all things by a Spirztmal Gude : whe- 
ther he intended to ſoften the averſion that 
the Je/aires had to him, by refuting ſome 
parts of Mr. Arnaud's famous Book of Fre- 
quent Communion or not, I cannot tel], but 
in this Diſcourſe he anſwers ſome of the Ob- 
jetions that Mr. Arnaud had made to Fre- : 
ent Communion, and In particular, to that 
which he makes ope main ground of reſtrai- 
ning men from 1t, which was the obliging 
them to go thro with theirPenitence and Mcr- 
tifications, before they were admitted to the 
Sacrament; Whereas MMolinos makes the 
being free of A75rral Sin, the only neceſlary 
qualification. In this Diſcourſe one ſces more 
of a heated Eloquence, than of ſ:vere or {o- 
Iid Reaſoning: yet it preſles the point of 
daily Communion, and of an inward applica- 
tion of Soul to Jeſus Chriſt, and to his Death, 
ſo vehemently, that it might. have been ho- 
ped that this ſhould have put an end to thoſe 
Surmiles, that had been thrown out to &de- 
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fame him; as if he had deſigned to lay aſide 
the Humanity of our Saviour, by his way 
of Devotion : but there is no cure for Jea- 
louſy ; eſpecially when Malice and Intereſt 
are at bottom : ſo new matter was found for 
cenſure in this Diſcourſe. He had aſlerted, 
that there was no other Preparation neceſſary 
but to be free of Aortal Sin : ſo it was given 
out, that he intended to lay aſide Confeſſion: 
and tho he had adviſed the ufe of a Spiritual 
Guide, in this, as well as in all other things; 
yet the neceſlity of Confeſſion before Commu- 
2i0n, was not expreſled : ſo that by this peo- 
ple ſeemed to be ict at Liberty from that Oblt- 
gation : and it was ſaid, that what he adviſed 
with relation to a Spiritual Guide, lookt ra- 
ther like the taking ſome general Directions 
and Council from ones Prveſf, than the co- 
ming alwayes to him as the Miſter of the 
Sacrament of Pennazce before every Com- 
munion , and to ſupport this Imputation, it 
was ſaid, that all of that Cabale had ſet 
down this for a Rule, by which they con- 
ducted their Penirents, that they might come 
to the Sacrament, when they found themſelves 
out of the ſtate of Idortal fin, without going 
at every time to Confeſſion ; but I will not in- 
large further upon the matters of Dottrine or 
Devotion, in which you may think that I 
have dwelt too long, for a man of my Bree- 
ding and Profeſſion : and I ſhould think ſo 
my 
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my ſelf, if 1 were not confining my ſelf ex- 
aftly to the Aemorials and Informations that 
I received at Rome. You will ſee by the Ar- 
ticles objefted to the Quietiſts, and cenſured 
by one of the 1:quiſition, which I ſend you 
with this LZctter > what are all the other 
points that are laid to their charge. Only 1 
muſt advertiſe you of one thing, that their 
Friends at Rome ſay, that a great: many of 
theſe Articles are only the Calumnies of their 
Enemies, and that they are diſowned by 
them: - but that they have faſtned theſe things 
on them, to render them odious, and ta 
make them ſuffer with the leſs Pity : which 
is the putting in practiſe the ſame Maximes 
which we object to their Predeceſlors, who 
condemned the Waldenſes and Albigenſes of a 
great many Errors of which they alwayes 


Proteſted themſelves Innocent: yet the Ac- 


culing them of thoſe horrid Opinions and 
Practices, prevailed upon the Simplicity and 
Credulicy of the Ape, to animate them with 
all the Degrees of Rage againſt a Sect of men 
that were ſet forth as Monſters: the fame 
Maximes and Politicks are {till imputed, and 
perhaps not without reaſon to that ſevere 
Court, which if you believe many has as 
little regard to Juſtice as it has to Mercy. 
Some have carried their Jealoulics ſo far a- 
gainſt the Qwieriſts , as to compare their 
Maxims to thole of Socrates his School, and 
B 4 his 
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his Followers after his death, when they ſaw 
what his Freedom in ſpeaking openly againſt 
the eſtabliſht Relzgron had coſt him : they re- 
folved to comply with the recetvcd Cuſtoms 
In their extertour, and not to communicate 
their Philoſophy to the Vulgar, nor even to 
their Diſciples, till they had prepared them 
well ro it, by training them long in the pre- 
cepts of Yertue, which they called the Purga- 
tive State » and when men were well tried 
and excrciſed in this, then they comunicated 
to them their ſublimer Secrets: the meaning 
of all which, was, in ſhort, that they would 
not diſcover their Opinions, in thoſe points 
that were contrary to the received Religion, 
and to the publick R:tes, to any, but to thoſe 
of whom they were well aſſured, that they 
would not betray them : and therefore they 
jatisfied themſelves with having true and juſt 
notions of things; but they praCtiſed out- 
wardly as the Rabble did. They thought it 
was no great matter what Opinions were 
entertained by them, and that none but mer 


of Noble and elevated Tempers deſerved that 


ſuch ſublime Truths ſhould be communicated 
to them, and that the herd of the YVulgar net. 
ther were worthy nor capable of Truth, 
which is too pure and too high a thing for 
ſuch mean and baſe minds. The Affinity of 
the matter makes me remember a converia- 
Lion that I once had with one of the wittieſt 
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Clergy-men of France, who is likewlle eltce- 
med one of the Learnedeſt Men in it: He ſaid, 
The World could not bear a Reli:1on calculated 
only for Philoſophers : The people did nor kyow 
what it was to think, and ro govern themſelves by 
the Impreſſions that abſtratted thoughts made on 
their minds : they muſt have outw.ird thinss tg 
ſtrike #pon thetr Senſes and Imaginations, to 4- 
muſe, to terrify andto excite them : ſo legends, 
dreadful ſtories and a pompous Worlhip were 
neceſſary to make the Impreſſions of Religion 90 
deep into ſuch courſe Souls : for a Lancet, ſaid 
he, can open a Vein, but an Axe miuſt fell 
down a Tree; ſo he concluded, 1h4t the Refor- 
mation had reduced the Chriſtian Religion 70 
ſuch ſevere terms, that among us it was only 4 
Religion for Philoſophers «© and ſince few were 
capable of that ſtrength of thought - he conclu- 
ded, That if the Church of Rome had perhaps 
too much of this exteriour pomp, thoſe of the Re- 
formation had ſtript it roo much, and bad not 
left env19h of garmſhing, and of the Bells and 
Feathers for amuſmg the rabble. The ſpeculation 
{cems pretty egough, if Keligicy were to be 
conſidered only as a Contrivance of ours, to be 
fitted by us to the tempers and humours of 
People ; and not as a Body of Divine Truths, 
that are conveyed to us from Heaven.. 

Thus was AolinoPs method cenſured or 
approved in Rome, according to the different 
Apprehenſions and Intereſts of thoſe that 
B 5 made 
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made Reflections upon it. But the Feſuites fin- 
ding they were not ſo omnipotent in this Por- 
rificate, as they have been formerly, reſolved 
to carry their point another way. | need not 
tell you how great an Aſcendant F. la Chasſe 
has gained over that ſonarch, that has been 
{o long the tcrrour of Europe : and how much 
all the Order is now in the Intereſts of France. 
The Zeal with which that King has been extir- 
pating Hereſy, Furniſhes them with abun- 
dance of matter for high Paneg yricks, fince that 
which is the opinion of many will paſs down 
to poſterity, for the laſting reproach of a 
Keipn, which in its former parts has ſeemed 
to approach even to Avnguſius?s Glory, but 
has received in this a ſtain, which with Indif- 
ferent men paſles for a blind, poor-ſprited and 
furious B:gottry, and is repreſented by Prote- 
ſtarts as a complication of as much Treachery 
and Cruelty as the World ever ſaw; yct 
among the b:pots it is ſet forth as the brighteſt 
ſide of that Glorious Rexgn:and therefore it has 
been often cited by them with relation to the 
cold correſpondence that 1s obſerved to be be- 
tycen the Courts of Rome, and that at Yerſailles, 
that nothing was more Incongruous, than to 
ice the Head of the Church diſpute ſo obſti- 
natly with its Eldeſt ſor ſuch a trifle, as the mats 
tcr of the Rezale, and that with ſo much ea- 
gerneſs ; and that he ſhew?d ſo little regard 
£0 {9 great a Monarch, that ſeemed to ſacrifice 

| all 
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all his own 1ztereſfs to thoſe of his Religion - 
It is believed, that the Jeſuits at Rome,propo- 
ſed the matter of olznos to F. la Chaiſe,as a fit 
reproach to be made to the Pope, in that Kings. 
name, that whilſt he himſelf was Imploying 
all poſſible means to extirpate Hereſy out of 
his Dominions. The Pope was cheriſhing it in 
his own Palace : and that while the Pope pre- 
tended to ſuch an unyielding Zeal for the 
Rights of the Church, he was entertaining a 
perſon who was corrupting the doftrine, or at 
leaſt the devor:on, of that Body, of which he 
had the honour to be the Head. But here I. 
muſt add a thing which comes very uneaſfily 
from me, and yet I cannot keep my word to 
you, of giving you a faithful account of all that 
I could learn of this matter at Rome, without 
mentioning it. I do not pretend to affirm it 
is true, for | only tell you what is believed ar 
Rome, and not what | believe my ſelf, nor 
what I would have you to believe : for I know 
you have ſo high an eſteem of Cardinal 4E- 
ſtrees,that you will not eaſily believe any thing 
that is to his Diſadvantage. It is then ſaid, 
that he being commanded by the Orders that 
were ſent him from the Court of France, to 
proſecute Molinos with all poſlible vigour, re- 
loved to ſacrifice his old Friend, and all that 
is facred in Friend(hip,to the Paſſion he has for 
His Maſters Glory finding then that there 
waS not matter enough for an Accuſati>n 
again(t 


26 MA Letter from ROME, 


againſt Afolinos, he reſolved to ſupply that 
defect himſelf ; ſo that he, who was once as 
Ccep as any man alive in the whole Secret of 
this Aﬀair, went and informed the 12quiſi- 
tion of many particulars, for which tho there 
was no other evidence but his Teſtimony, yet 
that was ſufficient to raiſe a great ſtorm againſt 
Molinos: and upon this delation, be and a 
few other of his friends were put in the /:quz- 
ſition 5 but this was managed ſo ſecretly, that 
all that is pretended to be known concerning 
it, is, that upon a new Proſecution both 10-= 
linos and Petrucci were brought before the 
Inquiſition in 1684. Petruccs was ſoon abſolved, 
for there was ſo little objected to him, and he 
anſwered that with ſo much Jndgment and 
Temper, that he was quickly diſmilled ; and 
tho Molinos?s matter was longer in agitation, 
yet it was generally expected that he ſhould 
have been acquitted. In Concluſion, a Corre- 
ſpondence held by him all Ezrope over, was 
objected to him : but that could be no Crime, 
unleſs the matter of that Correſpondence 
was Criminal: ſome ſuſpitious papers were 
found in his Chamber, butas he himſelf ex- 
plained them, nothing could be made out of 
then, till Cardinal a*Eftrees delivered a Lct- 
ter and a Meſſage from the King of France to 
the Pope, as was formerly mentioned : and 
that the Cara:nal added, that he himſelf could 
prove againſt Malinos, more than was ne- 
ccllary 
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ceſlary to ſhew that he was guilty of Hereſy. 
The Pope ſaid not a word to this, but left the 


'Þ matter to the 1nguifitors: and the Cardinal 
"A went to them, and gave other ſenſes of thoſe 
e , doubtful Paſſages, that were in Aolinos's 
t ' Booksand Papers, and pretended that he knew 
it from himſelt, what his true Meaning in them 
a was. The Cardinal owned, that he had lived 
it with him in the Appearances of Friendſhip : 
at but he ſaid, he had carly {melled out an ill de- 
£ ſign in all that matter ; that he ſaw of what 
00 dangerous conſequence It was like to bez but 
1c yet, that he might fully diſcover what was at 
d, the bottom of ir, he confeſſed, he ſeemed to 
he aſſent to ſeveral things, which he deteſted : 


1d + andthat by this means he ſaw into their ſecret, 
1d and knew all the ſteps they made. he ſtil] cau- 


n, tiouſly obſerving all that paſt among them till 
1d - it ſhould be neceflary for him to diſcover and 
'C- cruſh this Cabal. I need not tell you how 
'As ſeverely this is cenſured, by thoſe who be- 
e, lieve it. I would rather hope, that it is not 
ce true, how poſitively ſoever it may be afhr- 
Te med at Rome; but tho it is hard to reconcile 
X- - ſuch a way of proceeding with the common 
of i rules of human Society and of Vertue, yet at 
Ct- Rome a Zeal for the Faith, and againſt Hereſie, 
to ſuperſedes all the Bonds of Mortality or Hu- 
nd manity, which are only the common Yertxes of 
11d Heathens, 

Ne- In ſhort, what truth ſoever may be in this 
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particular, relating to the Carasnal, it is Cer- 
tain that dolinos was clapt up by the Inqurſs- 
tion in May 1685. and ſoan end was put to all 
Diſcourſes relating to him : and in this ſilence 
the buſineſs of the Quictits was laid to ſleep, 
till the ninth of February 1687.that of a ſudden 
it broke out again in a much more ſurpriſing 
manner. 

The Count Yeſpiniani and his Lady, Don 
Paulo Rocchi, Confeſlor to the Prince Borg- 
heſe, and ſome of his Family, with ſeveral 
others, in all 7o perſons, were clapt up. Among 
whom many were highly eſteemed both for 
their Learning & Piety. Thethings laid to the 
charge of the Churchmen were their negleCting 
to ſay their Breviary; and for the reſt, they 
were accuſed for their going to Communion 
without a going at every time firſt to Confe/- 
fron : and in a word, it was ſaid, that they ne- 
glected all the exteriour parts of their Rel:gor, 
and gave themſelves up wholly to Solitude and 
inward Prayer, The Counteſs YVeſpiniami made 
a great nolſe of this matter ; for ſhe ſaid, ſhe 
had never revealed her Method of Devotion to 
any Mortal, but to her Confeſſor, and ſo it 
was not poſlible that it could come to their 
knowledge any other way, but by his be- 
craying that Secrert : And ſhe ſaid, it was time 
for people to give over going to Confeſſion, if 
Prieſts made this uſeof 1t, to diſcover thoſe 


who truſted their ſecrereſt Thoughts to them ; 
and 
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and therefore ſhe ſaid, that in all time coming, 
ſhe would make her Co:feſſions only to God. 
This had got vent, and | heard it generally 
talked up and down Rome: ſo the Inguiſitors 
thought it more ficcing to diſmiſs Aer and her 
Husband, than to give any occaſion to leſſen 
the credit of Confeſſion; they were therefore 
let out of priſon, but they were bound to ap- 
pear whenſoever they ſhould be called upon. 
| cannot expreſs to you, the Conſternation 
that appeared both in Rome and in many other 
parts of Traly, when in a months time about 200 
perſons were put in the 1nq#iſition ; and that 
all of the ſudden, a Method of Devotion, that 
had paſſed up and down Jraly for the higheſt 
Elevation to which mortals could aſpire, was 
found to be Heretical , and that the chief 
promoters of it were ſhut up in preſor. 

But the moſt ſurpriſing part of the whole 
ſtory,was,that the Pope himſelf came to be ſuſ- 
pected as a favourer of this new #Hereſy : So 
that on the 13th. of February ſome were de- 
puted by the Court of the 1nquzſirion to exa- 
mine him, not in the quality of Chriſts Vicar, 
or St, Peters Succeſſor, Þur in the ſingle quality 
of Beneai&F Odeſcalchi * what paſled in that 
Audience, was too great a Secret for me tobe 
able to penetrate into it : but upon this there 
were many and ſtrange Diſcourſes up and 
down Rome : & while we Hereticks were upon 
that asking, where was the Popes Infallibilty ? 
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I remember a very pretty A/wer that was 
made me. They ſaid, the Popes Infallibility 
did not flow from any thing that was Perſonal 


in him, but from the care that Chriſt had of | 


his Church : for a Pope, ſaid one, may be a 
Heretick, as ke is a private man: but Chrilt, 
who ſaid to Sr. Peter, feed my Sheep, will cer- 
tainly ſo order matters that the Pope ſhall never 
decree Hcreſy, and by conſequence ſhall never 
give the flock Poyſon inſtead of the Bread of 
Life ; while the Popes Hereſy was only a p:rſo- 
nal thing, it could have no other effect but to 
damn himſelf - but if he decreed Hereſy, this 
corrupted the whole Church : and ſince Chriſt 
had committed all the flock to the Popes care, 
1t ought to be believed, that he would never 
ſaffer them to pronounce Hereſy ex Cathedra, 
as they call it. This had ſome colour n it, 
-that was plauſible - but the ſhifc of which ano- 
ther ſcrved himſelf, ſeemed Intolerable. He 
ſaid, the Pope could never decree Hereſy : for 
which he argued thus:he muſt be a Here:ick be- 
fore he can decree it;and upon that he gave me 
many Authorities to prove, that in the minute 
that the Pope became a Hererick, he fell ip/o 
fatto from his Dignity; and therefore he ſaid 
the Pope could not decree Hereſy; for he muſt 
have fallen from his Charr, and have forfeited 
his Anthority, before he could poſſibly do it; 
ſo that he was no more Pope. This lookt ſo 
like a Jugele of the Schools, that I confeſs - 
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made no great Impreſſion on me. Imagine 
what a thing it would be,to ſee a King accuſed 


| of Treaſon by one of his own Courts; and then 


you have fancied ſomewhat that comes near 
this attempt of the /ngwfirion?s : which being 
a Court authoriſed by the Pope, yet had the 
Boldneſs to examin himſelf; and it had cer- 
tainly been an odd piece of News, if upon the 
Popes Anſwers, the 1:qu:ſition had ſtained him 
with the Imputation of Hereſy,and had lodged 
him in the A4zcrva, Upon the diſcourſe to 
which this gave occaſion, I have heard the 
Authority of the Court of [nq:ſit:on magnified 
to ſo Extravagant a degree, that ſome have 
aſſerted, it was in ſome reſpects ſ#periour 
even to the Pope himſelf, Two days after 
that, the /nquiſirion ſent a Circular Letter to 
Card. C:bo, as the chief Meimſtcr, to be ſent 
by him all about Jtaly, of which I ſend you a 
Copy in /ralian: for tho it ought to have been 
writ in Latin, yet I do not know how it 
came tobe writ in /raljan: for the writing It 
In the Vulgar language, was cenſured not 
only as an Indecent thing, but as that which 
made the matter more publick ; It was ad- 
dreſſed to all Prelates ; and it warns them, 
that whereas many Schols and Fraternities 
were formed in ſeveral parts of /aly, in which 
ſome perſons under a pretence of leading 
people into the Ways of rhe Spirit, and to the 
prayer of quietne/s, they inſtilled in them _ 
abo- 
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abominable Hereſies ;, therefore a ſtridt charge | 


was given to diſlolve all theſe Soczerzes : And 
to oblige all the Spiritual Guides to tread in 
the known Paths: And in particular, to take 
care,that none of that ſort ſhould be ſuffered to 
have the Direction of the Nurreries. Order 
was likewiſe given to proceed in the way of 
Juſtice againſt thoſe who ſhould be found 
guilty of theſe abominable Errors. After this 
a ſtrict enquiry was made into all the Vunze- 
ries of Rome ;, for moſt of their Direttors and 
Confeſſours were found to be engaged into this 
new /cthod. It was found that the Carmel:tes, 


the Nurs of the Conception, of the Paleſtrina, | 


and 4#ano, were wholly given up to Prayer | 
and Contemplation, and that inftead of their 
Beads, and their Hours, and the other Devo- | 
tions to Saints, or Images, they were much | 
alone, and oft in the Exerciſe of Mental | 
Prayer: And when they were asked, why they | 


—_ — 


had laid aſide the uſe of their Beads, and their , but 


antient Forms; their Anſwer was, that their 
Direttors had adviſed them, to wean them- 
ſelves from theſe things, as being but Rude 
Beginnings, and Hindrances to their further 
progreſs: They juſtified alſo their Practice , 
from thoſe Books that had been lately publi- | 
ſhed by: the approbation of the 1nquiſirors | 
themſelves, ſuch as Molinos and Perrncers | 
Books. When report was made of this mat- 
ter to the /:9#5/13507, they ſent Orders to take | 
out 
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arg | ont of the Nuns hands all thoſe Books, and 
And | fich Forms of Devotion as were written in 
d IN | that ſtrain; and they required them to return 
take again to the uſe of their Beads,and their other 
dto | ;handoned Forms, which was no ſmall mort1- 
der | fcation to them. The Circular Letter pro- 
' Of | quced no great effeCts ; for moſt of the Jralian 
und Biſhops were either extreamly unconcerned in 
this | 41j thoſe matters,or were Inclined to olines?s 
ant | Method: And whereas it was Intended, that 
and | this as well as all the other Orders that come 
this from the Inquiſnion, ſhould he kept ſecrer, 
'1e%, | yet it goes abroad, and Copies of it were in all 
14) | peoples hands, ſo that this gave the Romans 
2Y*7 | the more occaſion to diſcourte of theſe mat- 
KI | ters, which troubled the Jnquifitors ex- 
VO- | treamly, who love not to have the World 
uch | look into their Proceedings, nor to deſcant 
tal | upon them : They blamed Card. Cibo, as if 
7 | this matter was grown ſo publick by his means: 
EIT) but he on the other hand blamed the 7nqui/i- 
elt. tors for it, and his Secretary blamed both. 
M” lt was alſo ſaid, that the Pope was not plea- 
de ſed with Card. Cibo's conduct, and that he 
er thought he had ſuffered this matter to go too 
Ce - far, without giving a check to the Inquiſi- 
li- | tors, when it might have bcen more eaſily 
07” | done; whercas now matters are gone to 
'#* | that height, that many think they cannox 
end without ſome very great Scandal. 
| Forthe Quality of the Priſoners 1s c— 
| ome 


at- 
ike 
out 
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ſome of Cardinal Petruccis Domeſticks, and | g 
both his Secretary and his Nephew were of | ,j 
the Number ; and tho the Ca: 4imal himſelf | p, 
came to Rome ſoon after, yet he was there ph 
for ſome time /zcogniro, It 1s generally bclie- 
ved, that both he and the Caidinal Carafa, Fi 
and Cardinal Cicers, who is Biſhop of Como, ,, 
are in great apprehenſions of a ſtorm from| 4, 
the Jnquiſition : And the Ceremony of giving | ,n 
them their Har-s being ſo long delayed, was| x, 
generally aſcribed to ſome complaints that | + 
it ſeems the 1nquiſirors made ;, yet 1n Conclu- pr 
ſion they appeared in Pablick, and had there | 7 
Hats given them. The Duke of Ceri, Don up 
Livio, that is the Popes Nephew, 1s belieyed| Fr 
to be deeply engaged in the matter : for the} g, 
Count YVeſpimiani, who was firſt ſeiſed on, is of 
his particular Friend and Favourite: And isa| y, 
ſort of a Domeſtick of his. Don Zivi0 him-| (4, 
ſelf is likewiſe a perſori of a Melancholy | 14, 
Temper, that is much retired ; and this at{ jy 
pq is enough to make a man paſs there | 4h, 
or a Quietift., He went from Rome to a 
Houle he has not far from C:v1rzvecchia, to, th, 
avoid, as was thought, the falling into the! 4A 
hands of the /nquiſirors. The Pope writ oft | gy 
for him, before he could prevail with him Inc 
to return; and It was ſaid, that he did not | El 
think himſelf ſecure even after all the Aſſu-| 
rances that the Fope gave him, that no harm| y,, 
ſhould come to him; for it might be juſtly| gq, 
enough 
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enough apprehended , that the /nqu1ſttors, 
who had been ſo hardy as to examine the 
Pope, would make no Ceremony with his Ne- 


phew, if they found matter againlt him. 


But amongſt all that were clapc up, Father 
Appiani was the man that ſurpriſed the Ro- 
mans the moſt: he was ſeiſed on the f1: it Sun- 
day of April ; he was eſteemed the learnedeſt 
and Eminentelt Feſuire that was in the whole 
Roman Colledge. This did not a little morti- 
fie the Society; one of their Fathers had ap- 
proved of Moelinos's Book, and now ano- 
ther was found to be engaged in this matter : 
upon which a Prieſt, that was indeed no 
Friend to their Order, ſaid to me, that this 
was their true Genius, to have men among them 
of all ſides that ſo which ſide ſoever pre- 
vailed, they might have ſome among them, 
that ſhould have a conſiderable ſhare in the 
Honour of the Victorious. And thus if 24o- 


{ lino?s Method had been eſtabliſhed, then 


they would have gloried as much in E/parza 
and Appiani, as they are now aſhamed of 
them. It is likely tiiat they had not diſcovered 
Appiani's favouring the party, otherwiſe no 
doubt they had been before-hand with the 
Inquiſition, and had ſhut him up as they did 
Eſparza; and ſo have covered themſelves 
rom the reproach of having a man that fa- 
voured Hereſy among them. But the Con- 
idence of that Socicry is an Original; and ſince 

I 
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I have this occaſion to mention them, I will | 
here digreſs a little froin the buſineſs of | 
Quietiſm, to give you account of ſome of their | ;s 
PraCtices at Rome, with relation to Engliſh | ſe] 
Aff airs, with which I was made acquainted te; 
during my ſtay there. Ci 

There isa Feſuit belonging to the Engliſh | F, 
Houſe, F. Cam, well known in England, by | 
ſome of his Mritings, and in particular by | 
one againſt the Oath of Allegeance, in which | far 
he pleads for the Popes Power of depoſing | of 
Princes ;, it ſeems he was ſorry to ſee that the | thi 
Diſcourſe which he had writ againſt the ta- | 
king that Oath, had no better effect, and that | any 


the Papsſts generally took it : ſo he reſolved | 
to carry this matter further, therefore tho | jeg 
he had no other Character but that of a Fa- | þ i 
ther of the Society, he propoſed at Rome, that | He 
a formal Oath, abjuring the Oath of Alle. | the 


geance, ſhould be taken by al) who had ta- | gy 
ken the other ; and that for all. that ſhould | jm 
be received to be Students in that Houſe, in Gy; 
all time coming, they ſhould be bound by an thix 
Oath never to ſwear the Oath of Allegearce : yer 
Since he ſaid, a time might come, in which it 
ſhould be neceſſary for their Intereſts, that | the 
they ſhould be under no ſuch tie to a Herc- | & j; 
tical Prince : But becauſe it was not ſafe for 
them to enjoyn any new Oath, without an 
order from the Conre of the Rota, according | 


to che Forms there, it was necellary to pow 
ent 


—_ — 
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Ill | ent a 4demorial for this: And that ougat to 


| come from the ProtefFvr of the Nation con- 


Ir | cerned + So he ought to have addreſſed him- 


| ſelf to Cardinal Howard ; but the Cardinals 
| temper, and his principles, with relation to 
| Civil Obedience, were ſo well known, that 

F., Cam thought to carry the buſineſs without 
| his having any ſhare in it. Yet he found him- 
| ſelf miſtaken; for the Judges of the Kora were 
| ſurpriſed at the Propoſition, and gave notice 
of it to the Pope > who lookt upon it as a 
| thing of very bad conſequence : And askt 
| Cardinal Howard, if it had been fet on by 
| any direCtion from him ; for it ſeems his Name 
was made uſe of, tho without his know- 
| ledge. The Cardinal was ſurpriſed at it, and 
highly reſented the Impudence of F. Cann: 
He ſent a Complaint of it to the General of 
| the Socrety, who, to give the Caramal ſome 
| content, gave Cann a Reprimand, and ſent 
| him out of Rome: But the Jeſmeres carry a 
Grudge in their Hearts to the Cardznal for 
this, and other things : And this appeared 
very viſibly during the E. of C. Embaſ- 
ſay: For tho he lodged for ſome time in 
the CardinaPs Palace, yet he gave himſelf up 
ſointirely to the Conduct of the Feſwres, 
that the Cardinal was quite ſhut ont of the ' 
| Conncils: And while Fa. organ came art all 
| hors to the Ambaſſadowr, even in his night 
Gown and Slippers, which was thought 
an 
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an unuſual thing at Rome, where publick | 
perſons live in an exaCtneſs of Cercmony : | 


Once the Cardinal was made to wait in the 


Antichamber, while the Father was within | 


entertaining the Ambaſſadour in his lazy 
dreſs, who coming out in it, the Cardinal 
was ſo provoked at this Indignity, that was 


done him, and at the Jeſuites Inſolence, that | 
he threatned to fling him down ſtairs, if he | 
_ ever preſumed to come within his Houſe a- | 


gain in that Habit : and indeed, a Carainal 


makes ſo great a figure in Rome, that ſuch an 


uſage of him was thought a little Extraordi- 


nary, but the Cardimal is of ſo mild a temper, 
and the Feſuites are ſo violent, as to be rec- | 


koned the Horns of the Beaſt. 


But I will now return to the @wcr:ffs, 
trom whom, the particular regard that | bear 
to the Order of the Jeſwites, has diverted me 
ſo long. 


itruck ſo many, that no body could guels 


when or where it ſhould ſtop. It is ſaia, that | 


the /n9qu;/itoxrs have found in ſome of their 
Examinations, that they have to do with 
men thatare learneder than themſelves : and 
.that their Priſoners are ſteady and reſolute, It 
is alſo ſaid,that their Friends abroad have ex- 


preſſed a great concern for them, and a 
tne 


The Priſons of the Holy Office were | 
Full, and the Terrour of this matter had : 


Othe 
very 
linas: 
Mmay 
0Ne 11; 
O15 0 


and 
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the cauſe of their Sufferings, and that many 
Letters have been writ to the- /:quiſitors , 
wiſhing them to conſider wcll what they do 
totheir Priſoners ; and aſſuring them, that 
they will maintain their Interelts: and that 
they are ready to ſeal thein with their Blood. 
Ic is certain, the Pope and Cirdinal C9 arc 
much troudled, to ſee that this matter is 
gone ſo far, and is now {o much talked of. 
Cardinal Petrucc: is fiiil much in the Popes 
fayour, and was ſuff.rcd 1:0t long ago to £0 
vilit 2folznos, with whom he had a long cou- 
yerſation ail alone, but the ſubject and the 
eff:ts of 1: ar not xn9'vn 2 yet a ſevere Sen- 
tence is expected againlt Afelinos. Thole 
that ſpeak the mildeit, think ke will be a 
Priſoner for life : but a little time will ſhew 
more then I can preſume to tell you. jt is a 
terrible thing to nave the whole body of the 
Regulars againkt one, who according to the 


| eſtimate that 1s made at Rome, are abour 
| Foo00d Perſons, and of that, number It is 


OO IEII—_—_— 


ſaid the Jeſuits niake 40000. In the City of 


| Naplesalone it is believed the Regultrs and 


other Ecclciiaſticks amount to 25000. ſo it is 
very lixely, that when ſnch Bodies, and A7- 
lnozare inthe ballance,C-:j2»bi9s Reſoluuon 
may once more take place: /r i exped:ent 1.1 
one man ſhould die, rather th.in that thoſe Natt- 
ons of Reoulars ſhould periſh, or their Trade 
and Profits be leſsned. Br to come to au eng 
D 
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the/nquiſitors have prepard the world for any 
judgments that they may paſs in this matter, 
by ordering one of their niimher,to draw up 
a Cenſure of 19 Articles, which he pretends 


to have collefted out of the Writires and, 


Def&rines of the Quietifts, and thus by repre» 
ſenting them ſo odtouſlys they have as much! 
aS in them tes, prevented theſe Compaſſions 
which may perhaps be kinCled by rhe ſiffer- | 


ings of thoſe whom they may coindemn :s 


guilty of thoſe cenſured Opinions. | hare 
now given you all the Informations that | 
could pick up of this matter, with el} pul! 
ble ſincerity ; for 1 have reprefentcd this hu- 


fineſs to you, juſt as it was ler before my ſelf, 


without meking zny Adcitions to it,or Inter-| 
poſing my poor juegmont in tick a matter, 
which I leave to you, and 19 foch as you are. 
I conclude, referring you for s further light! 
incothis Aﬀ.ir to theCeninioof the /- guiſe, 
tors, which | procured 1n/t41:-12,jor tho pro- 
bably it is written Originally 11 Lecvne, yet! 
could not ger a Copy or the Larne Coiiture, 
ard ſo was forced io content my f{clf with 
this that follows. It appears by it, how len 
the ſtudy both of Divinity 2rd of the SO1p 
tures is ſunk at Rome + ſome few ſtriftvre 
witt be found on tne Margin of the Eyl/ 
Tranſlation of this Cenſure , which [| have a 
ded, becauſe ſome pethaps may deſire toſ 
this, who do:ot underitend [ralian. mg 
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THE 
CIRCULAR LETTER; 


That was ſent about 1:2/y, by the 
Ocder of the 1:9u:ition. 


" Em" e R Sree m9'0, as 


T? Sſ-ndo venuto a notitia ds queſta Sacra Conpree 
E gatione, ce in diverſi l:oghi d'italia ſi vadre 
wo foco 2 poco erigendo, & forſe anche fi ſtano erette 
certe Scucle 5 Compagnie, Fratelanze, 9 Radimanxe, 
& con altro nomi, 6 nee Chieſe, 6 mells Oratorit, 56 
an Caſe private a titolo di C onferenze Spirztuali, 3 
fiano di fole Donne, 6 di folt Huomim, 6 miſts, nelte 
qual: alcuni «irettori Spiratuali incſperts della vera 
'via della Spirits caicata da Santi, e forfe anche 
mulitioſi ſetto titclo dinfiradare Paninne per lOra- 
trone, che chramano la la Qunete, «5 dr pura Fede in- 
eerna, 4 con altrs neme, benche dal principio appa= 
riſca, che perſuadino maſſime d'i/qui/ita perfettione, 
ad ogni modo da certi principu mal inteſi, e peygio 
Pratticres wannoinſerſib: \mente niſtullando nella mente 
d: ſemplics dyverſi grav:ſſ;mi errors, Che f08 avortiſcc= 
no anco in aprrte Evejie, © abomirev's laidezye con 
diſtapito trrefarabile dr quel.a anime, che per lo 
xelo di ben ſervire & Dio ji mettono in man i fime 
Plice Direttors, come pur troppo & noto efjer ſequi= 
fo in qualche tuoghn. Hannu perci; queſls mies 


= 


Em, S1gncrs Caleghs Generals Inquiſitor: [itmato 
"> 


\ 


{$2 A Lettor from ROME | 
g__ di ſignificare a V. E. con la preſente che | 


a circolare 4 eutts gl: Ordinaris d Italia : accio ſi 
compraccia a'invigilare fopra qualſivoglia nuove adu- 
nange ſimils deverſe dalle gia pratticate E& approvate 
we lueghiCattolici,e trovandone de tali onninamente, 
le abol:ſea ; ne permetta im avenire che in modo alcung 
ne vengano inftituite, & inſiſta, che s Direttori | 
Spsrituali caminino la ſtirada battuta della perfe: tione | 

iſtiana, ſenza affettare ſingolarits di vie di Spirite, 
con quertire ſopra tutto, che neſſuna perſona ſoſpetta 
d; novita ſimil: singeriſca a diripgere ne in voce, ne 
in ſcritto le monache, acci) che non entri ne' Mona- 
fern quella peſie,. che pur troppo __ contaminare 
la ſpiritual intentione di queſte Spoſe del Stgnore. I! 
che tutto [i rimette alla prudenza del E. IV. con che 
peri) non Sintenda con quelle proviſionali, che ella ſar; 
per fare precluſa la via di procedere, anche per via di 
geinftitia: quando ſi ſcopriſſero in qualche perſona tali | 
errors non eſcuſabili. In tanto fi vs qui digerendo 1a 
materia, F an poter a ſuo tempo auvertire al Chriſts- | 
aneſimg degit errors da evitarſi. E le Bacio, 15 Fe 
brai1, 1687. | 
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CIRCULAR LETTER 
Put in Exgliſh. 


Moſt Eminent, or Moſt Reverend Lord : 


HIS Holy Congregatzon, having receiv” 
ed Adyertiſement; that there are ſome 
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in diverſe places of /raly, that by little and 
little are ereCcting,or perhaps that have alrea- 
dy erected, ſome Schools, Compames, Frater- 
nities, or Aſſemblies, under ſome other De- 
nomination, either in C:urches, Chappels, 
or in Private Zox/es. under the pretence of 
Sperita.:l Conferences ;, and thele conſilting 


; elther only of Women, or only of Men, or of 


Ce, Me | 


[0114s 


boch Sexes together, in which fome Spiritual 
Guides, that are unacquainted with the true 
way of tize Spirst, tn which che Saints nave 
tred, and that are perhaps men of 11] deſigns; 
do under the pretence of JeadingSouls by the 
Prayer of quictneſs, as they call it, or of Pure 
Imard F:>:h, or under anv other nime, in 
which tho in the beginning that they carry 
men, by Maxims that are of' the higheſt 


| perfection, yet at laſt chey bycertain principles 


that are il] underſtood, and worſe praCtiſed, 
do inſenſibly infufe into the mtads of the ſim- 
pk, diverſe grievous Errors, that do break 
out into open Hereſy, and to abominable 
Practices, to the zrreparable prejudice of thoſe 
Souls, who ont of their ſingle Zeal to ſerve 
God well, put themſelves in the hands of ſuch 
imple Dire&ors, which is too notoriovily 
known to have fallen out in ſome places. ln 
conſideration of all thiz, my moſt Eminent 
Lords and Colleayues, the Inquiſitor s General, 
have thought fit to ſignify this to you, by this 
Circwar Lerrer, which is ſent toall-the Or- 

1) 3 dinaries 
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dinaries of Italy, that ſo you may be pleaſed, 
to watch over all ſuch new Aſſemblies, that 
are different from thoſe that are praiſed & 
approved in other Ca:holick places; and that 
where you find any ſuch, you aboltſh them 
efttirely, & ſuffer them not to be any further 
advanced ; and that you take care that Sprr i= 
t#4l Direitors ſhall tread in the beaten Paths 
of Chriſtian Perfettion, without affe@ing any 
Singularity In theWays ef the Spirit; and that 


above all other things, you take care, that no- 


perſon ſuſpected of theſe Novelties, be ſuf- 
f-red to thruft himſelf into the direRion of 


Hunneries, either by Word or Writing; that. 


ſo thisPeſt may not enter within thoſe Zowſes, 
which may too much corrupt theSpiritual ln- 


tention of thoſe "—_ of Chrift, All this is 


teferred to your prudence ; but with all this 
EFOViſional care, it ts not to be underſtood as 
if hereby the Proceedings in the way of Fuſticey 
were to be hindred, in caſe any perſons are 
found to hold inexcuſable Etrors. In the 
1ean while,care is takenſo to digeſt this mat= 
ter,that Chriitendom may he in due time ad- 
vertiſed of thoſe Errors that are to be a- 
y Oided. 


Rome the 15, of Fibraary, 1687. 


THE 


ny 
at 
n0- 
f- 
of 


at . 


Concerning the QUIETISTS. 55 
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THE 
CENSUREE 
OF THE 


Opinions of the Autetiſts, 
Prepared for the 1nqu:/ition. 


Errori principals di quelli, che efercitano 


POratione at Quiete, co" le R:ſpoſte, 


I A Contemplatione, 0 vero Oratione di Auie- 

te confiſte in conſtituirſi alla preſenza ds Oo, 
con un atto d1 Fede ofcura, purd, & amoroſa, e di- 
pot ſenza paſſar puu avants, e ſenza ammetrere di/> 
corſd, ſpecre, 5 penſiero alcuno, ſtarſene coſt otroſo ; 
par efſer contrario alla riveren;a dovuta a Dio il re- 
plicare quel puriſſimo atto, al quale pero & ds tantome- 
rits, e vigore, che contiene in ſe, anzs ſupera con gran 
vintagpgio eutts inſieme Ii merits delle altre virth, & 
perſevera tutt' 31 tempo della vita, mentre non fi ri- 
tratts con un atto contrario: Onde non & neceſſarso 
rexterarlo, & replicarls. : | 


CENSURA <e RISPOSTA: 


Niun” atto di Fede ci conſtituifle prefentt 3 Dio, 
1 qualie e dent!o a noj per indiſpenſabile neceilita 
deila (ua Immenſ{;t a, e pero ſpeſlo Cicevano Eha, 
Michea, & a!try P:ofeci: / vs: Deus in cupus conſpettu- 


D4 ſto. 
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ſte. E con Agoſtino dieono i Teologi : In Deo vi- 
vimus, movemur, 6 fumus. Dunque Vatto di Fede, per- 
che ſuppone l'efſcre della Creatura, ſuppone queſta gia 
prima nella preſenza di Dio, e folamente ſara rafſeg- 
natione di Spirito nclle braccie dello Divinita. Intor- 
no 2 queſta althora ſara contemplatione, quando I'A- 
n;ima contetnplara, e non ſara otioſa, doppo il primo 
atto dj Fede ofcura, pura, & amoroſa. E poi falfita 
evidente jl dire, che non ſono neceſſarii altri buoni .atti. 
L'Atto bnono, per effer finito, e migliorabile, per 
mezzo della continuatione Gi ſimili atti. Ne' la-mol- 
tip!icatione di atti. virtuoſfi e' contrario alla riverenza 
dovuta a Dio, perche Iddio non fi tedia, o impedilce, 
efl-ndo libero da* ogni ; afftone, & in tantonon con- 


vieve replicare atti riverentiali a' Maggiori del Mondo,. 


51 quanto, che queſti, ſecondo che porta leſperienza, 
iono alterabi!j, impedibili, o tediabili della viſta di ft- 
mili atti frequentati, L'atto dunque in ſe ſtefſo buo- 
no, moltiplicato ſara un buono maggiore, e pero da' 
Dio approvato, a pid rimunerabile, che un' atto ſolo. 


Nella Contemplatione poi ſ:ſta in atto di opperare, e: 


non oftinatamente ſopra Fattopaſſato, efſende il Con- 
templare Voperare mentalmente, ancorche altro anco 
vi fi richieda. 


II. Senzala Contemplatione, per mexz0 della medi- 
ratiane non puy darſi un pajſonella Perferrione. 


R. Per meditarſi dal Chriſtiano preciſamente Ia 
Pafhionedi Chriſto, fi riflette, che per amor de!l' Huo- 
mo tanto pati un Dio, unde pus, riſolvarſt a riamallo, 
e vOlerlo ubedirein che commanga, e mettere in prat- 
tica (con la gratta di Dio, che ſempre e in Noi ) tal 
ſanta deliberatione. Dunque permezo della Medita- 
tione puo bene ncuninal s Anima alla perfettione. 
Auni ſenza contewplare, e ſenza meditare, purche 
$ OpTr1 
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| $'opri ſecondo li Leggi, con lajato di Dio fi puv ogn 


uno ſalvare; non fi ſalva poi chi non & pertetto, & A- 
mico di Djo. Dunque «© falfulima lopinione conte- 
nuta nel ſecondo Capo, 


III. La Sclen;za, e Doterana anche Teo!/oprca, e Sa- 
cra, e dimp-dimento, & repugnangza alla Contemplatio» 
ne, della quale non poſſons dar giuditio pli Huomint 
Dotti, ma ſolo Ii Medttativi, e Con:emplativi. 


La Dottrina Teologica noſifica ftabili in noji 
I'Oggetto della Contemplatione, che Gicono i Quie- 
tiſti efſer la Divina Efl-nzi. Dunque in noi e com- 
pinibile con la Contemplatione, alla quale fe la Teo- 
logia repugnaſſe liſteſſo ſarebve efler Contemplativo e 
nulla ſaper d'Iddio Teologalmente, e coſt Agoſtino, 
c gli altri Santi Dattoci, e Lnminari della Chiela, 
perche erano ſcientifici, 1 doverebbero incapaci eff-<r 
ftati della Contempiatione. Il che «© f{alto, imperoche 
Div, che ivſtitui il Sacerdotio, come Miniſteto i} pi. 
degno, non v'c ragione, che habbia voluto i Secerdoti 
ma' che non ioTro Contemplativi, gia che volſe co! 
Socerd otio unita la Scienza, mentre 1<l!a Sacra Sorit- 
tura min..ccio per Oſea Profetta a chi Ci/prezzatore del- 
la Sc'enzaeicrhtava il Sacerdotio, Tu repubſti ien- © 
tiam, (5 egorepel[am te, neSacerdotiofun arts mu. FE 
tralaſcio altre $:1itture, e raggion), peiche mi viene in» : 
caricata la brevita. Inquanto poi akche 1 dicein queſto 
3. Cap. che de}}; Contemplatione non pofluno dar giue 
ditio I1 Dotti, f1 vede apertamente, che |1gvoranza O1 - 
queſti tpiritelli ſenza ivtelligenza ha wwa temer.ta Gi 
non volt (oggidce e all emenda, per mezzu del! Intallie 
Li.c ſentmenty ae ScIentiiici. . 


IV. Nan puv darſi perfetta Centemp'.tiore, fe 
NU!) CLICa 1a {ola Divigjita, I M Bcc dit Incarni- 
D 3 TRATA AY 
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natione, Vita, e Paſſione del noſtro Salvatore non ſo- 
no oggetto di Contemplatione, anzi Vimpe diſcono, 
ond? devono da Contemplativi tenerſi lontani ; © fols. 
confiderarſ1 ſpregiatamente. 

R. Se la Contemplatiene e un affettione dell' 
Intelletto, e della Volonta con VOgeito , mediante 
la gratia di Dio, in un raccoglimento di Spirito , 
potra., la vita di Chrifto contemplart, perche a 
quella il Chriſtiano )pud. farſi -preſente in Spirito, 8 
affettive con atto di Fede, & Amore. Agyiongo 
che ſe Chriſto venne a piantar Paradift in terra per 
commiſtione dell Eterno Padre, cone difſe i} Pro- 
feta Iſaia, Poſus verbum menm in vre tuo, ut Plants 
Cwulos, © fundes terram. Dove la Parairale Caldea 
coli legge: Ur plantes Ce!ns in terra: Come dire 
( f1. come linteſe Girolamo) che piintatle le con- 
gentezze negli Huomini difg,catiat} per i] peccato ori- 
= E fe i Cortempiationi fi portano ſopia fe 

efI1 alla Corſolationi Divine nella loco Coiitem- 
plativi, perche ft deve difprezzare, e tence; lontano 
Chriſto, che © Vimmediato Datorc ? Cluiſto non 1n- 
pcdiſce Vatto del Contemplatione ſe venne a compare 
eirci perfettioni, e content ſpirituali, che ſono il tme 
& Contemplativi. 


V. Le Peniterze corforali, Pauſterita delt vita 
mw: convengono alli Contemplativi, args meglo fi 
con.incia la converfione dglla vita contemplativa, che 
dalla Purgation, e dalle Peritenze, Arccra gli 
effetts della Divorione fenlibile, la tencre;;14 del Cuo« 
78, le Lagrime, e Conſolation ſpirituals fi devon? 
fuggine, anzi diſpreggiare da' Contemplative, come 
coſe repugnants alla Contemplatione. 

R. Le Mortificationi diſpongono 1o Spirito, aC- 
cv viva ſopra le moutioni del {cnlo, 
Guti cominciarong a viaggiare verio a Pertettione 
CON 
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con diſcipline, Digiuni, &c. Dunque ſe i Con- 


, templativi hanno per fire anco la pertettione, ben lt 
3. convengono le Penitenze, perche pit ſpedito fi renda 

| alla Contemplatione, chi p't tiene domate Je altera- 
Y tioni del ſenfo; E {: Dio promette neile Scritture par- 
e donar al Peccatore piante, che ſaranno da [ui ie col- 


l pe, ma in neſſun iuogo del vecchio, © nuovo Teſta- 
1 | mento, per eflecti poſts nella Contemplatione. Dun- 
& | que meplio f1 comincia la converhione dalla vita pur= 
J g:itiva, e dalle Penitenze, che dalla conte mplatione, 


o 
, VI. La vera Contemplatione deve fermarſi nell 
5 pira EJengs dTddio, ſprgtiata delle Perſone, e d:gls 
a Artributi, e PAtto at Fede ds Dio Cui conceprto, £ 
2 pi perfetto, e meritorro dt queile, che riguarda Dio 
- con le Perſons, 5 Attributs. 
L R. L? Peiſone Divine, e gli adorabs#li Attributi di 
. Dio h.nno la raggione formale d'effer Oggetti di Fede 
) ed Amore nel racoglimento delle. noſtre potenze, e 
« nel'a rafſonatione Jello Spirito, perche ſono verita ri- 
A velate, e come Predicati Divini ſhoni buoni in fe 
. ſtetit, & a!le Creature. Donde puno darſene vera con- 
tempiatione. Che poi Tatto di Fede di Dio ſenza le 
Perſone. & attributi concepi!o fa pin perfetto, e me- 
n ritorio <1 quel'o, che riguarda Dio con le Perſone, SC 
F attributi e falſfit. Perche ſe gia il credere che Dio ha 
« Triao, etja ginſto e atto di fede pertetto, e imeritorio, 
c e c'eere Dio vero nell' Eflenza anco e atto meritorio 
l eperfetto, ſara l'atto con cui (1 crede Dio vero erino, 
eginſto, pit! pertctto, e meritorio d'un 21tro atfo, con 
« cui ſclamente fi crede uno nell' Etſenza, perche {1 meri- 
fa-piti per due atti dell” iſtefla virti, che per vn ſolo di 
= |; - queſti. (Havendoci Diocommunicate le virtu ſuprana- 
ib: turali non perfar un atto ſolo virtuoſo, ma per avall- 
e | 2aiftcol' efeccitio di tali dom) Un' atio di tede, che 
_- Eu 
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© jvivale 2 due e pin meritorio, e perfetto di un ſolo atto 
delli due: onde ben fi conclude contra la prima pro- 
poſitione di queſto 6. Cap, che Ja vera, eperfetta con- 
remplatione per eflere megliore deve fermarſi nella pu- 
ra Eflenza di Dio, ma queſta nella Perſone, e negli 
Attributi, 

VII. Nella C ontemplati- ne Suniſce | Anima imme- 
diatamente con Dio, onde non vi (i richiede Fantaſmi, 
6 Imgint, 6 ſpecie di ſorte alcuna. 

R. Nella Contemplatione ancorchein un certo mo- 
do $s uniſca Anima immediatamente con Dio, cio e 
effettive, perche vi concorre l'intelletto a mirar Dio 
ſemplicemente, pero f1 richiede qualche ſpecie per ſol- 
licitare lintellettuale habilita naturale a portarſi nella 


can{ideratione di Dio, fervendo la ſpecie per oggetto 


mottivo all'intelletto.. 


VIIE.' Tutti i Contemplativs nell atto della Con- 
remplatione pati/cono pene, © argoſoie ſi gravi, che 
faregpiano,, anzs ſuperano, Ii torments dell iſt:ſſi 
M win. 


- PR. Se (cone dicono i Quneti{ti nel primo capo, 
ja Contenpatione corfilte ucl farſi preſente a Dio 
con un a1to di Fedeaimoroſa, e poi ſtarſenein otio, ron 
e formalinente. eflue tornientato, e patire pene pin del» 


Ji Martiri. E quantuque ad alcuno ſpcflo ſucceda nella. 


Contemplatione angotſcie, e dolori, cio proviene da' al- 
tra cauſa b dal Demonio, p<1mettendolo Dio, o da 
fiachezza di natura, che conſuma i' Corpo, © da' moti- 


vi di Malenconia, o da' foverchio ſangue, che ſormon-. 


tatto alla teſta caggiona dolure, Ma moltidJini al- 


tri G ſono viſti nell' atto della Coiutemplatione: 
circondati Gi luce con frogte ferena, e bocea 11: 


Gente, come Franceſco & Paola fi oflervato da 
Luizzi XL. Re di Francia, e finita la Countempiase, 


to e. 
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| rone  reſtar tutti inondati di allegrezza, perche in 
| quella vennero a viſta (ſemplicemente ben fi) 1i 


ſpoſi, per reſtar concertato 11 Matrimonio fra Dio e 
'Agima. 

| IX. Nel Sagrificio della Meſja, e nelle Fefte de 
Cants , e meglio applicarſi all” atto ds pura fee, e 
Covtemplatione, che alls Miſters di eſſo Sacrificis, 3 + 


| ; conſilerare le attioni, e lecoſe aptenents alli medeſims - 


Fants. 

, Vive ingannato chi giudica | entrare nella ' 
Contemplatione ſenza buona diſpoſitione dell* A- 
nima ; e perche la confideratione. delli Miſteri della 
Meſſa, e dell'eſempio de'Santi e preparamento ſpiritu- - 
ale, ancorche remoto, percio ſtimarſi deve meglio, pri- - 
ma applicarſi il Chriftiano alla conſideratione de i - 
Mifteri della Meſſa, e delle attioni de Santi, e poicia 
darfi alla Contemplatione- con piu Adobbo nel! . 
Anima. 

X. La Lettione ſpiritua'e de' librs, le Prediche, 
l'Orationt vacali, 'Invocations de'Santi, e coſe ſimils, 
ſuno d'impedimento alla Contemplatione, overo Ora-- 
tione dl ®riete, alla quaie non ſi deve premettere pre- 
paratione alcuna. 

R. Se in ogni profefſione, c' maggrormente in quel- 
la della vera, e non fintionata ſpiritualita : Nemo re- 
pente fit ſummus, come l'eſperiei,za dimoſtra, perche e 
ordine della ncſtra fiacca nutura, co? cui fi va ac- 
commodando 1a gratia per il noftro camino all ultimo 
termine del!' Eternita, che a facihoribu fie incipien« 
dim; che percio e grand” ignoranza, e preſontione 
entrare nell' Q. atione di Quiete, prima d'altri elercitii, 
e ſenza' preparatione.. Chi cofi. entra, uſcira ancora 
ſenz' alcun profitto. 

Xl. 1! Sacramento della Penatenza, avanti la 
Communione nou e per | Anime interious, e Cotie 
templativ:, ma per [cſierion, e meattative. : 

R. 
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R. I contemplativi hanno ſolamente nn” Anima 


| nlaty 
! 


che e puo meditare, e puo conteinplare, & anco puo | galla 


ftar in peccato. Dunnque il Sacrainenta dello Peni- 
tenza prima della S. Communione, & neceffario all Ani= 
ime contemplative. | 

XII. La Meditati:ne non riguarda Dio col lume 
della Fede, mma con ul lum? naturale im Spirito e ve- 
rita, e pero non ha merito appreſſo Dio. 

Se la meditatione non fofſe meiteria appreſ- 
fo Dio, (ſaltzm aliqualiter de cornigruo) no ſaebbe 
cofi farmgliare aller Religioni, dove furono, e 
ſono grand' | Huomini fanali deila S. C. R. ne (a+ 


rebhbe incaricata da* SS. Patriarchi, e da' Sotnim. 


amp 
tia , 
13. ( 
Ina 
cog| 
lare 


% 


IIs ones 


plat! 
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Pontefici rimunerata con Indilgernze plenarie, co-- 


me eſercitio ſpirituale, proportionato alli Amici di 
Dio, & a quelh, che ab:ndonano le failacie del 
mendo. Di Dio, come 11 pu» conolcere Iefrftenza 


col lame naturale, e con la fede fopranaturale, confi. 


pao datſt Meditatione che lo 1iguard! pithrelinen- 
te, e Meditatione che lo-riguardi con. tede pura, e 
ſepranaturale. 

XIII. L'hn:19mi non ſolo interne, e mentali, 
ma anco Peſterre ſolite venerarſi da'fedilo.,, come 
. foma qunelle i Chriſto, e di'ſuos Santi, ſono dan- 
noſe a'Contemplativr, onde devimo frggrrſi, e to 
glier wvia, accit) nen imped;/cano la Contempit 
2:08. 

R. Qunanto decreto, e decretara la S. Madre 
Chiela, a cui prefhede Direttore lo Spirito Santo 
totto giovevole all' Vaſlil)agzio di Chriſto ; pero ſe 
a' Fedeli la Chieſa ordina 1'adorationi delle SS. Im- 
magini , non. devono queſte ffnggirh, © toglier 
via, Come nccivi alla Contemplatione : nullad!- 
meno alcuni ſ2uardi alla $fuggita verſo dette Im 
magini non ſono valevoli 3 far perdere la Contem- 
pPlationc, overo Oratione di Quiete a} Comtem- 
bl2t'vo, 
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| plativo, quale ſe in ogni cafo la perde, proviene 
| dalla ſua troppa imbecillitz, e per altro pot e pin 
| ampia V' Anima raggionevolez- e maggine Ila gra- 


tia, che Vaſſifte- di quello che ſappone queſte 
13. Cip. Anzi la moderata confideratione di dette 
Imagini ſerve 3 formar neP Anima Iinterno ra- 
coplimento, perche il contemplativo ft faccia rego- 
lare dalla Gratia. 

XiV. Chi una volta fi e applicato alla Contem- 
flatione non deve piu ritornare alla Meditatio- 


| me, perche ſarebbe un paſſare, dal mzglio al peg- 


10, 
R. E vero che e coſa mala paſſare dal meglio al 


pepgio, ma ſpeſſo conviene non poſſedendo attual- 


mente it meglio incaminarſi a poſſeder il bono. . 
E vero ancora , che efſendo pontualmente nella ' 
Contcmplatione, non fi deve lacciar queſta a fine di 
mcttarfi nella Meditatione. Ancorche la Conteme 
patione fia megliore, non ritrovancoſt 1 Chriſtiano 
attualmente nella Contemplatione, non opera in- 
convenientemente applicangoſi a meditare, perche 
conviene, che per ogni via, che Dio fi puo mira- 
re dall' Anima, fia da queſta riverentemente efles- 
quiata. 

XV. Se nel temps della Contemplatione vengo- 
no penſrers brutti, & eſceni, non fi deve uſar dilis 
genza alcuna in fcacicarli, no'riccorrer ad alcu uno 
buon penſiero, ma compracerſi ds eſſere da" quells 
mol:ſt ato, 

R. Per non perderfi Vunione effettiva con Dio, 
che 'nella ſormalc contemplatione fi trova, e atto do, 
prucenza toglier via I'occaſione, come e atto di (cio- 
peraggine i] trattenerfh con compliacenza , perche 
come dice $, Tomaſo d' Aquino, qus wvult eauſam, ex 
qua neceſſarii vel regulariter ſequitur affefnvult v:re 
tualter effeium, by jo Spirito "wy Aus amat peri- 
CHl14208 
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culum peribit in s/o. Dunque ſentendo in noi la res-| 


belione del ſenſo nella Contemplatione, ancorche 
fidati in noi ſtefſi, dobbiamo uſar ogni diligenza 
per ſuperarla, Dovemo pero raccommandarci alla 
Divinita, e chieder Ja ſua gratia, per tranquillare j 
mali penſieri, diffondere le ſue gioie nell' Anima, in- 
- ot i ſenſi alterati, @, ue ſine aſpera in via pla- 
as. 


XVI. Niun' atto 5 affetto neſiro imterno, benche 
formato per mezz0 della fed?, e puro, ne piace a' Dio, 
perche naſce dal Amor proprio, mentre non vt ſi4 in- 
fuſe dallo Spirito Santo, ſenſa noſtra indyſtria, e dil;- 
genza alcuna, onde quelli, che ſtanuzo nella Contemp!a- 
tione 0 in Oratione daffetti, devono ſtare otiofi, 6 


aſpett ando Pinfluſſo delio Spirito Santo. 


R. A Dio ſulamente piacciono i ſuoi Doni, m3 
tutte quelle noſtre Operationi, che da'Noi 1 fanno 
can la ſua Santa Gratia, Quin} tanto pier, pro- 
fetta fſara' la Conteinplatione, quai.to meno ſara 
otioſa, purche il Conteniplotore non 6 Jaſci da' qual- 
che ſenſihile traſportare, preche perderia la Bw 
templatione , e gli ſuccederabbe come alla Mogi'e 
di Loth, che per . n:1rar indietro pcrſe 11 Cainiwo, 
E poi temerita' afpettare in otivlito !'nfinfa miaco- 
ſa dallo Spirito Santo, perche a quei, che fſun0 
ne'l' Oratione di Quierte non {1 deve} cunino Pal- 
fivo-, mentre non hanno CorGCegrita fopra 1 don 
della Spirito Sa:;to. Bunfh ſuccede alle voite che 
lo Spirito penetri I Anima di chi ſta nel!' Ocatione 
d oftctti, ma per gratia, particolare. Apgi:! 20 Conn 
tro la pinna propoſttione Gi queſto 1G. capu ti Quiet- 
tiſti dicuno nei 12. capo che la Mcditutione non ha 
merito apyicilo D.o, peiche, nun Iv riguaida coi 
lyme della fede, dunque latto formiatu per mezz0 
Geiia fede ha mailto apprelia Dio, Eurgue © pra, 


E gli Place, * XVII 
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-XVII. Quells che ſtanno nell' atto della Contenr 
latione , 6 dell' Oratione di Quiete, 6 flano Per” 
fone Religioſe, ) figlt di famiglia, 9 altri, che vi” 
pom ſotto Paltrui commando, non devono in quel 
—_ obedire & eſeguire gli ordins della Regola, 
0 ae 


' ſupertori,, per non interrompere la Contem- 


| Platione. 


R. La contemplatione ancorche fla in noi di gran 
perfettione, perche non ei viene commandata da' 
Dio, interrompendoſi non fi pecca, ma effendoci 
commandata da' Dio IObedienza a' Genitori, &. a 
ſuperiori, ft deve obedire a*' queſti, anco con laſciare 
Vattual Contemplatione, perche in riguardo dell 
ordine divino Vobedienza e preferibile nella prattica,. 
ancorche la Contemplitione, fia molto piu confidera- 
bile nella ſua p-rfettione objettrya. 

XVIII. Devono 5 Contemplativi eſſer totalmente 
prgloari dellaffetto dz tutte le Coſe, che rigettino "& 
ſe, e diſpreggino ls Dori, e favors di Dio, e fi dif- 
affettionino dell” iſteſſa wvirtk, 6 per maggiormente 
Jpogloarſ d'ogns caſa, e viver meglio a ſe mediſims, 
are ancora quello, che ripugn» alla modeſtia, &9 all 
Honeſta, purche non ſia e/preſſamente conero liprecetts - 
del Decalogo. 

R. Iddio favoriſce i Contemplativi con la Com- 
municatione de” fſuoi boni, non per eflere queſti 
diſprezzati, ma per abbellirgli I Anima, e fortift- 
cargli lhabilita naturale all' efercitio della virtu. 
Dynque ancorche i Contemplativi non ſe ne uebba- 
no inſuperbire, deyono ſopramodo ſtimarli, o fer= 
virſene con humilta di ſpirito : E fe Dio vuole Vho- 
nefta come buona, ſono in obligo anche i Contem- 
Plativi efſer honeſti, perche Iddio non ha fatto de- 
creto, che privilegiaſſe i Contemplativi a non efler 
fogetti alla raggione, ſu la quale f fonde la Mode- 
ſta, & Ihoneſta della Vita, 

E XIR. 
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XIX. Li Contem;lativi ſono ſogetts alle Fiolen- 
e, per le quali reſtano privi dil! uſo del libero ar- 
itrio, fi che ſe anco bene gyaviſſimamente peccano 

eſteriormente, nond:imeno interiormence non fanno pec- 
cato alcuno; onde ne anco devono Con'eſſarſi di cio, che 
hanno fatto. Ci, fi prova con Peſempio dr Giobs 11 quale 
con tuttocle non ſolo inzinriaſſe 11 Proſſimo, ma anco 
beſtemmiaſſe empgamente Dio, in og: modo non f'c- 
cava, perche tutto queſio faceva per violenza del 
Demonio. E per der ginuditio di queſte violenze, non 
ſerve I: Teologra Scolaſtica, e morale, ma & nec:ſ]a- 
r89 Spirita ſopranaturale, il quite im poccriſſims [i 
trova, C3 in queſti Sha di giudicare non | interno 
del efterno, ma eſterno dall' rnterno. 

R. Che in queſto Cap. 19, non folamente /ztee 
Angus ſub herba,. ma apertamente fi vcde, che 
fotto nome di QContemplativi fpirituali, voglione 
3 Quietiſti efſere debacanti ſenſnali, L'eſempio , 
che adducono di Giob ben dimoſtra che no hanno 
intelligenza della Scrittuara. Mai Giob pecco eſte- 
riormente ne contro il Proflumo, ne contro Dio, 
guando parlo nel cap. 19. nel. 6. verſo, cone ben 
dimonſtra, anco per mezzo del ſenſo litterale Pi-- 
neda tom. 11. ſopra Giob c. 25. ne pecco, contro 
1} Proiſimo, come nell' fteſlo puo vederſi, ſempre 
fondata ſu la Doatrina de' SS, Padri, che delle 
Scritture, © inſegnano ill vero fenſo. E per dirla in 
poche parole con altre raggioni, la gratia con 1a quale 
Iddio ſempre ci 2fliite, unita con la noſtra coopera- 
tione puo (uperare ogni, afſalto nemico. E Chriſto lo: 
diff2 a tutte in perſona di S. Paolo : Syfftcit tabs grate 
mea. Durque i! Contemplit'vo non e vioitentabile de 
venghi necetitato a! peccato eſtes.;cri, Cc. 
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THE 
PRINCIPAL ERRORS,, 
Of thoſe who Practiſe, 


The Prayer of Quietneſs , 


Cenſured and Refuted. 


Dr ene 


I ERROR. 


| (moms, or the Prayer of Inward 


quietneſs, conſiſts in this, that 4 man puts. 


himſelf in the preſence of God, by forming an 


obſcure Aft of Faith, full of Love, tho ſumpley 
and Stops there, without going. further  and- 


| withour ſuffering any Reaſoning ,, the Images 


of any things, or any Objeit whatſoever to 
enter into his mind : and ſo remains fixed and 


| #nmoveable, in his Atb of Faith © it being. 4 


want in that Revereiice that is duc to God, 


| to reduible this ſimple att of his : which is a 


thing of ſo much Merit, and of ſo great force, 
that it comprehends within it ſelf, and far ex». 
ceeds the merits of all other wvertues, joyned 
together: andit laſts the whole courſe of a mans 

E 2 lite, 
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life, if it 15 not diſcontinued by ſome other Af, 


that is contrary toit ; thirefore it x5 not neceſſa- 
ry to repeat or redouble it. 


The CENSURE and REFUTATION. 


It iSnot an Att of Faith that puts us in the 


Preſence of God : for he is within us ty a 
neccſſary ee of the Immenſity of his na- 
ture : therefore Elias, Micatah, and the other 
Prophets ſaid, Vivir Dems in cujus conſpet3 
ſto. The Lord lives in whoſe preſence I (tand ; 
and it 1s upon the ſame reaſon that the Di- 
vines have ſaid after St- Auſtin, /z Deo vivi- 
mit movemur & ſumm; In 

"Tanorher would God we livcy, ne moves and 
have thought that $. hyye our bemg;ip that an Ac? 


Paul 'd bav f 
ane a9 hs: of Faich, that preſuppoſes 


Father than St. Auft., that the Agent 'Iis in being, 


fince he had- ſaid ſuppoſes likewiſe that it 1s 1n 
ery fiſt, Acts 17. the preſence of God; & it iS ine 


v. 28. but Rome . * 
# net the place of deed nothing elſe but a Re 


the World where es TIgnation that the Creature 
N. gonna - makes of it felf to God- 
moſt read, andthy Therefore Contemplation, 
putting of ones ſclf eyen during that firſt ob- 
in the prefence of (1,0 Attof Faith, thitis 


d, ly me. 
= A ſimple & full of love, 1s car- 


ſelf 4s before hum. ried on by the Soul while 
ſhe looks at God, and not 
ar all while ſhe continues 
in an unmoveablc ſtate: Ir is then an Evident 


Falſchood to ſay, that other good actions are 
not 
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-not at all neceſſary : any good aft being of its 


nature finite, mav become always better, by 
being often reiterated, and the multiplying 


the Acts of vertue cannot be contrary to the 


Reverence that is due to God, who being ex- 
empt from all-paſſion, can never be troubled 
or wearied with Importunities, as great men 
are apt to be, who as Experience teaches, 
are often changed, diſtyrbed, and he- 
come uneaſy, when the ſame things are too 
often repeated to rhem. But with relation 
to God, when an act is in it ſelf yood, the re- 
peating it isa progreſs in good; which is ap- 
proved cf God, and becomes more merito- 
rious in his ſight. Therefore the Soul in Con: 
templating> continues her A&s, and does 
not ſtick obſtinatly.ro one ſingle At, Con- 
templation being ſtill an Operation of the 
Mind, tho other things are likewiſe neceſ- 
fary. we 
lh. ERROR 

One cannot make one ffep towards Perfe- 

(tion by meditation, that being to be obtained 
entirely by Contemplation. | 
RFUTATITON. 

A Chriſtian by meditating ſeriouſly on the 
Paſſion of Chriſt, and refleing on that Love 
that made a God ſuffer ſo much for Mankind, 
may vpon thar reſolve to love him again, and 
to obey all his Commands: and he may by the 
grace *f God which is eyer preſent to us put 
E 2 thoſe 
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thoſe good purpoſes in Execution: ſo that the | 
Soul may well advance towerds PerfeCtion by 
Meditation - It may he alſo done without Me- | 
ditation ; for every one that lives according 
to the Laws of God, may work out his 
own Salvation by the helpof God. Now 
ſince no man can be ſaved but he that is Per- | 
fe, and a Friend of God's, thenthis Article 
is moſt certainly falſe. | y 
IL ERROR. r 
Ail Stuiy and Learning , even in ſacred | 7 
ZAatters and in Divinity, #8 a Hlinderance to | b 
Contemplation : of which learned men are not a- | 
ble to make a true judgment , that being only to | 
be expetied from thoſe that are given to AMeai- | ft 
tation and Contempl.:t1ons EN 
REFUTATION. p 
The Study of D:vanity makes knownto ns | Ii 
a the Object of Conrempla- | b 
Toh Arice # tin: whichasthe Ouictifts | w 
Cos Jays isthe Divine Eſſence: | f 
all other Myſticls, gberetfore It conſfilts well th 
only except to that with C ontempl1tion: & ifthe n« 
dry learning which Study of Divinity were op- 
ray — poſit to this:tt en the igno- 
C—— Trance of 1t Is neceſſary {6 
make a man Contempl:- 
tive : and thus ſince S.AnFtin and all the other 
holy DoCtors and Lights of the Church, were 
menLearned jnthis ſtudy,they muit be looked 
on as men that were lucapable of riling upto 
Con* 
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Contemplation : which is fa]fe : hecanſe God, 
whohasappointedthePrieſt hood as the higheſt 
degree of ſervice done him. cannot be ſuppa- 
Fed to have Intended thatthePricſts ſhould not 
be Contemplative perſens; and it 1s plain, 
that God will have his Prieſts to he knowing - 
Tince in the Scriptures he threitens by Z7o/ca 
the Prophet ſuch as deſpiſed knowledg, and 
yet were in the Prieithood. / « y:pullſti ſcien- 
tiam Cf ego repellam te ne ice; ano furgares. 
Theu hiſt rejected knowledge, and therefore I 
have rej. ted rhce from the I'rieſthood, 1 paſs o- 
ver Other Arguments from ſcriprure and rea- 
ſon, becauſe I am ordered to by ſhort : and as 
for what is ſaid In this Ar:::le, that the 
Le irned cannot judze «if Contemylation, it ſhows 
plainly, that the [gnorance of thoſe ſpiritua- 
liſts carit:s them to this boldnets, of not 
being willing to ſubmir ir to that Correction 
which they might cxpect 
f om t'2t Infallible mean of Here 1 a new trinhe 
the Judgment of the Lear- 74! 9 Intalibility. 
ned. 


Tl 


IV. ERROR. 

Theye is no Contemplation that u perfitt , 
but rhat which regaras God hin;ſtlf ; the AMy- 
fi®Ties of the [ncarnation, and of the Life and 
I'&ſſion of OUY SAVIOUY y are not the Obyetts 
Con:empl-:t1on : on the comrary, they hinder 
« : fo that Contemplative perſons muſt avoid 

E 4 them 
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them at a great diſtance, and think, of them only 


with Contempt. 
REFUTATION. 
If Contemplation is an *affeCtian that is 
Taiſed in theUnderſtanding or the Will by its 
proper object by the help of the Grace of 
God, and that conſiſts in an Inward Re- 
collection of the mind,then the Life of Chriſt 
is a proper Ohject for it, fince a Chriſtian 
can preſent this to his thoughts, and raiſe 
upon it anAtt of Faith and Love. Bzſides, 
Chriſt came by a Commil- 
If we judge of fjon from his Eternal Father 
_ Fog — to plant Paradice here on 
proving that Jeſus earth, according to that of 
Chriſt ts the pro- the Prophet {aias, Poſur VIS 
per Objett of Con- bum menn inoretyu? ut piantes 
remplation, we Calos C* fundes terram; I 
will, noe mCi have put my word 11 thy 1 ith 
meg EY but if that tho! m ty plant tntheauns 
ths Article s . : 
rue, it looks 974 eſtabliſh the earth or 3s 
liker Deiſn. the CaaldeePirapiriſe hath 
| It, ut plantes Cz15 in terrd, 
that thou may plant the Heavens inthe Earth; 
as if he had ſaid (asS. F-rom nnderitood 
the words) that thou may plant true joy 11 
thoſe minds, that were delyiſed by Origt- 
nal Sin ; and how can it be imagin-d, that 
Cortemplative Perſons can riſe above them- 
ſclyes in their Contcmplations to taſte of Dl- 
vine Joys, if they muſt keep at ſuch a di- 
ſtance 
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tance from Jeſus Chriſt, who is the Imme- 
diat giver ofthem and delpiſe him? Chriſt 
is ſo far from hindring of Contemplation, 
that he came into the world to diſtribute all 
thoſe PerfeCtions and ſpiritual Joysto which 
the Contemplative aſpire. 


YL ENGQ KR, 


Corporal Penitences and Auſterities do n0t 
belong to Contemplarive Perſons: On the Cone 
trary, it us better to begin: ones Converſion by & 
ſtate of Connenplation, than by a State of Pure 
gation or of Pennance,, ana Contemplative 
Perſons ought to avid and deſpiſe all the effetts 
of [enſuble Devotion, ſuch as Ienderneſs of Heart, 
Tears and Spiritizal Cortfolations, all which 
are contrary to Contemplation, 


EP TIE DE. - 

Mortifications diſpoſe the Spirit to riſe 
above the Motions of ſenſe ; and therefore it 
Is that all the Saints have begun their courſe 
towards PerteCtion with Faſting and Diſci- 
pline. And therefore ir theſe Contempla= 
aves deſign Perteftion ,, they muſt practiſe 
Pennance : iince nothing renders aman fo fit 
tor Conteinplation, as to riſe above all the 
Diford-rs of Ser ſe. God inthe Scriptures pro- 
miſcs to forgive the mourning Sinner 3 but 
Lis is not promiſed to the Contemplative 
In any place cither of the Old or New Teſta- 
ment, "Therclorc ir is better to begin ones 
E Con- 
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Converſion with. purgative Exerciſes and 
Pennances, than with Contemplation. 
VE ERROR: ,. | 

True Contemplation wiiſt keep it [clf fixed wily 

to the eſſence of God, without re. 

fleeting either on his Pcrſons or 

his Attributes. And an Act of 


If this Article 
IS true, it con- 
firms the (uC 
Picion of 
Deiſm. 


the Divine Attributes, or with the Pcrſons of the 
£rinity m it. 
REFUTATION. 
The Perſons of the Trinity, and the At- 


tributes of God, are the proper Objects of | 


Faith and Love, while we recollett all the 
Powers of our Souls and relign our ſelves 
to God : for as theſe are divine Truths, that 
are revealed to us, ſo the Attributes of God 
are both good in themſelves, and good: to 
us, fo that they are proper to raiſe in us a 
true Contemplation. It is alſo falſe, that an 
Act of Faith, that has God for its Object, 
without conlidering his Attributes, or the 
Perſons of the Trinity, 1s more pertect than 
that which regards Cod in conjunction with 
them. For it to bclieve that God 1s one, 
and that he is Juſt, is a perfect anda merito- 
Flere one ſees what a thins ſchool rious Att of Faith, 
Drvanty :s, Ly this way of rech9- and to belicye that 
ning : bur rhe value of als riſes Cod 15 truc in his 
fromthe Int2rtiin of the mind, , 

ard not frem the Extentigh. of the 6bjed. Na- 


Faith thus conceived, is more | 
perfect and meritorious than | 
that which conſiders God with | 
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Nature is alſo a perfe&t and meritorious Act ; 
then the Att by which God is believed to be 
true, juit and Three in One, 1s a more per- 
fe and a more meritorious Act, than that 
in which he was conſidered only as one in 
Eſſence. Becauſe 2 man merits more by two 
Acts of the ſame vertue than by a ſingle one 
only : for God has communicated ſupernatu- 
ral helps to us, not only for doing one Act 
of vertue, but that we may make an advance 
in ſuch Ats. Therefore one Act of Faith, 
that iscquivalent to two others, 1s more me- 
ritorious and perfect than any one of thefe 
two. Therefore we may juſtly conclude a- 
gainſt the firſt branch of this Article, that 
true and perfect Contemplation raiſed to its 
higheſt pitch, muſt not only regard God in 
his Eſſence, but likewiſe in his Perſons and 
Attributes. 
VII ERROR. 

The Soul becomes immediately united to God 
in Contemplation ;, ſo that there 1s no need of 
Phantaſms, Images, or any ſort of Repreſcnta= 
ton, 

REF UL MF FORM 

Tho it is true, that the Soul in ſome ſort 
unites her ſelf immcdiately | 
to God in Contemplation, 
that 1s, by a Union of atte- 
tions; for the Underitan- 
ding bcholds God iimply, yet ſome Ideas are 

E 2 N= 


This is not meant of 
pure lleas, but of 
roſs Phanta|jms. 
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neceſlary for exciting the natural force of the 
Underſtanding, and to carry it to look at 
God - which Idea is a ſort of Objett that 
moves the Underltanding. 

VIII. ERROR. 

All contemplative _ ſuffer m the At 
of Contemplation ſuch grievous Torments, they 
feem to ſurpaſs eventhe ſufferings of the Mar- 
tyrs themſelves. 

REFUSLMAZTON:. 
If Contemplation conſifts (as the Quietits 
pretend 1t does) in this,that 
This Article 7s alſo the Soul puts her ſelf it-the 


AA Rn mw <4 tt. 4% ud a ay 


falſly repreſented ; 
for the Quietiſts 
only mean, that 
Souls ſnffer many 
inward Agonies in a 
contemplazive ſtate, 
of which all the 
Books of the My- 
Ricks are full, and 
avhich they call the 


preſence of God,by an act of 
Faith,full of Love, and after 
that continues idle : this 1s 
not the being formally tor- 
mented , or the enduring 
more than the Martyrs ſuf- 
fered : and tho it 1s true in 
ſome ſort, that Þains and 


Miſerics come after Con- 
templation,this flows either 
from the Devil, to whom upon that occa- 
ſion God guves leave to try thoſe perſons, or 
from ſome weakneſs in Nature.that opprelles 
the Body,from Melancholy,or an abundance 
of Blood, that raiſcs Headaches, or from 
ſome other unknown Cauſe.But many others 


great Deſulation. 


have appearcd to be in the very Act of Con- 


templation, as 1t were environcd with Light, 
and 
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and have looked with a ſerene,and ſometimes 
with a ſmiling countenance; which Lewis 
the XI.of France obſerved in Francis a Paula; 
and they have been as it wereoverflown with 
Joy, when the Contemplation was over; ha» 
ving been admitted in it, to ſee their Bride- 
groom in that fi: ple Aft, in which there 
palles as 1t were a Marriage between God 


and the Soul. 


KERR OF 

During the Sacrifice of the Maſs, and on the 
Feſtivals of the Saints, 1t 1s better to apply ones 
ſelf ro an Act of pure Faith, and to Contem- 
plation, than to the /Myſicrics of that Sacrifice, 
or 10 conſiaer the Lives of tho/e Sams, 

REFUT ATION. 

He is much deccived, who thinks to arrive 
at Contemplation without a Ws 
due diſpoſition of Soul for The Quietifts only 
; mean by this,thar if 
it: and therefore the con- , ,,z jr 2n a of 
ſideration of the Myſteries cxrward devorion 56 
of the Maſs, and of the Ex- carried ro Contem- 
amples that the Saints have Pe, be is — 
ſerus, is a fpiritunl prepa- inde 
ration for it, tho it may be 
only a remote one : T hercfore a Chriſtian 
ought to ſet himſelf firſt to conſider the My- 
ſteries of the Maſs, and the Lives of the 
Saints, and then apply himſelf to Contem- 
plation, having prepared his Soul duly for 
It 
E 3 X. ERe 
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X. ERROR. 

The reading of Spiritual Books, Sermons, 
Vocal Prayer, the Invocation of Saints, and 
all ſuch things, are hindrances to Contempla- 
tion, which 1s only attained by the Prayer of 
Quietnecſs, to which 1t 25 not neceſſary to premiſe 
any preparation whatſoever. 

REFUTAT ION. 

If inevery profeſſion, but chiefly in a true: 
and unfeignedly ſpiritual Tem- 
The __ per, that Maxim holds good, 
0r%,domins wn Nemo repente fit ſummug, No 
thods carry men man attains to the height all 
7 Conmemplati= of the ſndden, which daily 
on,andihatits experience demonſtrates , 
8c yn ad * thenit is but ſuteable to the 
Jcchat Gra  feeblencs of our Nature, to 
which the Divine Grace acccommoadates it 
ſelf,that in our Journey towards that heighth 
of Eternity, a facilioribus fit incipiendum , 
we- mult begin with thoſe thing: that are ca- 
ſier ; therefore it is great Ignorance or pre- 
ſumption to enter into th? Prayer of Quict- 
eſs before other exerciſcs, md without due 
preparation. And he who begins his courſe 

thus, will end it without any fruit. 

Xl. ERROR., 

The Sacrament of Penn:nce before Commus- 
mon, ts x0t jor wg; Souls, that live 
in this inward ſtate; but only for thoſe that 
are in the Exteriour and Meantative ſtate, 

R E- 
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REFUTAIION:. 

Theſe Contemplative perſons have but 
one Soul,which at ſome times 
meditates, and at other times 
contemplates : and that may 
come to be in aſtateof ſin. Therefore the 
Sacrament of Pennance is neceſſary even for 
thoſe Contemplative Souls, before they go 
to Communion. 

XI. ERROR. 

Meditation does not look at God with the 
Light of Faith, but only tn a natural Light, 
1m Spirit and in Iruth; and therefore it #s 1108 
meritorious before God, 

REFUT AT FOM. 

If Meditation were not 1n ſome ſort at leaſt 
in the way of Congruity, me- 
ritorious before God;it could —T#* _—_ 
not be ſo much prattiſed in 1,7 A 
all Religious Orders, from jc} Meditation. 
whence there have come, and 
daily there does come,ſfo many of the ſhining- 
th of the Holy Roman Church : nor would 


This of one Sou} 
# Ridiculous, 


Fave bccn ſet on fo much by their Holy 
ariarchs, nor rewarded by the Popes with 
Plenary Indulgences, as a ſpiritual Exerciſe 
ſutcable to the Friends of God and to thoſe 
who had ab-4ndoned the Snares of this pre- 
ſent World. But as one may know the Ext- 
ſtence of God by the Light of Nature,2s well 
as by a {upernatural Faith, ſo likewiſe ſome 
E 4 Me- 
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Meditations look at God, only with the Light 
of Nature;and others are Acts of a Superna- 
tural Faith, 


Xl, ERROR. 


Wot only inward and mental Images , but 
*Lnſe c::tward ones which are worſhupped by tne 
F:',.1,fuch as the Images of C hriſt and of hs 
irs, ae burtfil to contemplative Perſons, 
»:y 0c/t ro be avoided and removed, that 
fo :'ry my rot hinder Contemplation. 
REFUIT ATION. 

Ail things are uſeful to the Service: of 
| Chriſt, that either is de- 
crced, or that may be de- 
creed by the Holy other 
Church: in all whoſe Con- 
ſ{ultations the Holy Gholt 
prelides and directs them. 
'Thercfore if the Church 
appoints the Aaora: ion of 
Images, none of the Faith- 
ful ought to avoid them, 
or remove them as hurtiul toCortemplatigly 
and ſome ſ-cret looks towards thoſe Image, 
13 no way likcly to make a Man fall fromthe 
height of Contemplation ; or the Prayer of 

wetreſs;from which 16 he falls at any time, 


tre, notmith}lan- 
d. 2 ail our Repre- 
ſenr-ys in England, 
yi fee the Aora- 
t:01. of im2ocs 15/9 
rocervid at Rome, 
r* 4t it 15 a CTimeto 
think hit the msft 
prjca may be abgve 
it. 


it tiows from his own great Inſtability, ſince 
the reaſonable Soul is a Nobler being, and 
the Grace that it reccavcs, is of a higher na- 


ture, 
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ture, than is ſuppoſed in this Article. 
Therefore a moderate regard to /mages will 
ſerve to confirm the Soul in her inward Re- 
colleftion, if a Contemplative man regulates 
this by the help of the Grace of God.. 

XIV. ERROR. 

He that has once applyed himſelf to Contem- 
plation, muſt never return t» Meditation ; for 
this were to fall from a better State 10 4a 
Wor ſe. 

REFUT ATION. 

It is true, that it is anill thing to go from 
better to worſe ; but itisoft 
times good forja man, that This « only meant 
cannot attain to that which #. 5 GE 
Is berter, to content {himſelf A af 
with that which is good. It meditation. 
is alſo true, that while a man 
Is in Contemplation, he ought not to let 
that go that he may turn himlelf to Medita- 
tion, Yet tho Contemplation 1s 1} the bet- 
ter State, when a Chrittian 1s not actually zi 
Contemplation, it is not. Inconvenient for 
him to apply himſelf to Medit2tion : becauſe 
the Soul ought to follow God with all due 
Reverence, in all thoſe ways in which he 
may lcad her. 

XV. ERROR. 

If foul aid impure Thoughts com? into the 
mind while owe 1s in Contemplation, he 01ght to 
take n0 care to drive them away: 1.07 to turn 

&4 nimſelf 
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himſelf to any good thonghts, but to have a com- 
plarerce in the trouble that he ſuffers from 


them, 


REFUTATION. 
It is a Piece of Prudence in a man who 


This is only fo to be 
andeyſiood, that ac- 
cording to the rules 
groen by all the My- 
ticks, when il 
thoughts come into 
Man's mixd , the 
beſt way to overcome 
them, 1s rather to 
neplett them, than 
to firuzgle much a- 
gainſt them, 


being in Contemplation , 
would not loſe that union 
by which he is united to 
God, to avoid every thing 
that may occaſion 1t ; as on 
the contrary, 1t 1s a ſtrong 
piece of negleft to enter- 
tain that with complacence 
which muſt make one loſe 
it, as St. Thomas of Agquin 
ſays, He that loves the canſe 


from which any effect fol- 
lows, either naturally, or at leaſt commonly, does 
vertually love the effect it ſelf : And the 
Holy Ghoſt ſays, He that loves danger, ſhall 
periſh in ivr, Therefore a man who bcing in 
Contemplation, feels the Rebellion of the 
ſenſible part, he ought to uſe all diligence 
to overcome in whatſoever a ſtate he may be 
in, Heought therefore to recomniend it to 
God, and to implore his Grace to quiet 
all thoſe evil thoughts : that ſo his joy being 
ſpread abroad in the Sonl, all the diſorderly 
motions of ſenſe may be calmed, & ut font 
afpera in vias planas, That what isrough may 
may be made {mooth, 
XYI, 


COND PI 
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No inward Aftion or Afettion, tho formed 
by the wertu? of Faith, 1s pure cr pleaſing to 
God : becauſe it riſes out of ſelf-love, unleſs it 
is inſuſed in us by the Holy Ghoſt, mithout any 
Induſtry or Diligence uſed by us : therefore they 
that are in the ſtate of Contemplation or of 
Prayer, or Wward Afﬀetions, ought to continue 
in a ſtate of ſuſpence, waiting jor the miracu- 
lous Infbucace of the H, Ghoſt, 


REFUTATION. 


God 1s not only pleaſed with all his own 
Gifts, that arc inus, but with Bs 
every thing that.is done by us, This is indeed 

: bs BE: omn-yright En- 
with the help of his grace: ym, yer 
therefore our Contemplation ' much of this 
will be ſo much the more per- /rain wil! - be 
fect, the leſs inattive we our | J99nd 7n all the 
ſelves are : provided that the . tary. of. 238 
Contemplative 'Perſdn, does * CE | 
not ſuſter himſelf to be carried away by any 
ſenſible ,Objet ; for by. that, he would fall 
from that ſtate , and become as Lo'*s Wife, 
who was ſtopt ſhort, becauſe ſhe loaked be- 
aind her, It is then a raſhneſs to keep our 
felves in an unaQtive ſtate, and in it to look 
for the miraculous Influence of the H. Ghoſt, 
For all that 'are in the Prayer of Qrietneſ,, 
muſt not expect to be led into this Paſlve 
State, fince they have not a Condignity pre 

| able 
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able to thoſe Gifts: Tho ſometimes the 
H. Ghoſt does penetrate the Souls of thoſe 
who are in this prayer of inward affection, 
but this is the effe& of a particular Grace: 
I add againſt the firſt branch of this Arricle 
that the Quicrifts ſay in the 12th Article, that 
Meditation 1s of no merit in the fight of God, 
becauſe it does not look at him with the 
Light of Faith z from which I infer, that an 
ACt formed by the Power of Faith, 1s meri- 
torious before God, and by conſequence, it 
is pureand acceptable to him. 
XVII. ERR OR. 

Thoſe who have arrived at the State of 
Contemplation, and the Prayer of inward 
_ » being Religions Perſons, or being 
wnder the Authority of Parents, or any other 
fuperiours, are not bonnd to obſerve their Rules, 
or to obey their Superionurs, while they are in 
Contemplation, leſt that Interrupt it. 

REFUTATION. 
Altho Contemplation is an AC of high 
 PerfeQtion, yet ſince it isnot 
= — commanded by God, it may 
ons * be interrupted without ſin : 
EE and ſince Obedience to Pa- 
rents and Superiours, is commanded by God, 
that ought to take place, and even Contem- 
plation ought to be diſcontinued in order to 
it. And therefore conſidering the Order that 
God has ſctled, that Obedience ought to be 
Pre- 


[ 
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Preferred to Contemplation, - tho the latter is 
a; to its objeclive Perfeftion much more va- 
lyable-than the former, 

XVIII. ERROR. 

C ontemplative perſons ought t9 dfueft theme 
ſelves of all affections to all 
things : thcy ought to rejca __ _ 
and deſpiſe all Gods Gifts — Philip Nevins 
and Favours, and to ſtrip have often done 
themſelves of all Inclyations things that ſee- 
even for wvertue it ſelf, and in med ridiculous & 


. abſurd as the 
order to this totall abnega- hiohef eo 


t10n of all things, and that of Mortification 
they may live better within and Humility. 


themſelves, they ought even 
to do that whichis contrary to Modeſty and de 
cency ; provided that it be not exprefly contrary 
to ſome of the Ten Commandments. 
KEFUI AZ FOMN. 

— Whef God favours Contemplative Perſons 
ſo far, as to communicate any of his bleſ- 
liings to them, theſe things ought not 'to 
be deſpiſed, but to be conſidered as Fa- 
yours that tend both to beautify the Soul, 
and to fortify her ia the excrciſe of Ver- 
tue - ſo that tho Contemplative Perſons 
ought not to be lifted up with them, 
yet they ought to value them highly, ard 
to make uſe of them with all Humility of 
Spirit: and ſince God conſiders Decency as a 
fort of Goodneſs, Contemplative Perſons 
ovght 
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onght to be decent inall things: for God has | 


not by any ſpecial Decree exempted them 
from the Rules of Reaſon, upon which all 
= Aoaefty and Decency of Life is foun- 
XIX. ERROR. 
Contemplative Perſons are ſubjctt to violent 
| Commotions, by which they loſe 
This the Quie- rhe exerciſe of the Freedom of 
tifts rejeet a82 heir Will, So that tho trey may 
Calumny, to 
render "them Jl into moſt gricuous Sins, 4s 
juſtly odious co 70 the exteriour AF, yet they 
all the World. ao not at all ſin inwardly: And 
| ſo they are not bound tro confeſs 
that which they have done. All this 1s proved 
by the Example of Job, who tho he riot or:ty ſaid 
things that were very Trjurious to his Neigh- 
tour, bit had blaſphemed God moſt Impiouſly, 
yet he did not ſin in all this ; becauſe all was dore 
by the Violence of the Devil. In order to the jhdg- 
ing of theſe Violences, neither the Learning of 
the Schoolmen or of the Caſuists, is of any uſe: 
but a ſupernatural Spirit is neceſſary, which 1s 
to be found in very few perſons; now theſe 
are the only Competent Judges, who muſt not 
judge of the Internal by the Extcrual: but on 
rhe contrary, of the External by the Inter- 
nal, 
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REFUTATION. 

In this Article the Snake does not hide him< 
ſelf in the Graſs, but ſhews 
bimſelf very vitibly:finceby gue 7 55 very poor- 
this it 15 plain,that the Qric- ly ref ured, certainly 
tits will be ſenſual Liberrines - lob ſail many 
under the name of Spiritual 7), hard things, 

; which - God who 

andContemplative Perſons. ,.,, ;be ſincerity 
The Example that they of bis heart, and 
bring of Job ſhews clearly 1he firength of his 
how little they underſtand ?*772#4120ns, 47d not 
the Scripture. Fob did not 7 9 Mis Charge. 
ſn outwardly , neither | 
againſt his Neighbour nor agiinſt God in 
what he ſaid,zcap.19. ver. 6. as Pied (tom.2. 
in Job. 235. ) hasevidently proved from the 
literal ſenſe of the words: he did not fin a- 
gainſt his Neighbour, as appears by the Ex- 
poſitions of the Holy Fathers,from whom we 
arc to learn the true ſenſe of the Scriptures, 
Andto end this matter in a few words, that 
Grace with which God aſſiſts us at all times, 
15 ſuch, that we co-operating with it, may 
overcome all the Temptations of our Ene- 
mies. - And Chriſt has ſaid toall in the perſon 
of S. Paul, my Grace 1s ſufficient for thee « there- 
fore a Contemplative Perſon cannot be puſh- 
ed on by any Violence or Neceſlity whatſoc- 
ver, to any External ACt of $1n. 


gg .A Letter from ROME, 
[t 1s not eaſe to jadge whether theſe Arti. 


cles are faithfully drawn out, or truly repre- | 


ſented - for it 1s probable, that alice has a 
large ſharein ſome of them,chiefly in this laſt, 


which leads to down-right Libertinage; tho ' 


others have rather ſuſpected, that all tended 
to an Elevated Dei/m - Yet ir is certain, that 
if there 18 much Poiſon in theſe Articles, the 
Antidote of the Cenſure is ſo feeble, that it 
cannot have a ſtrong Operation;and it ſhews 
how little the Scripture and true Divinty 1s 
underitgod at Roe. 


i ———_—— 


POSESCRAIPT. 


N the {ormer Lerter, I told you all that1 
cowld.lcarn of this matter,during my ſtay 

at Rome, but havingleftit in F-4ly, I prevailed 
with one to give me an account of the Con- 
clufion of this Affair, of which I ſend you a 
Copy - For tho I know all the Gazetres of 
Europe will be full of the Deciſion and End 
that is believed to be put to the Pulineſs of 
Qietiſm, yet you know too well , how 
titcie one ought to depend on ſuch Relations: 
all the News of this matter, will either be 
that which is writ by the direction of .the 
Tnquafitton,or by the Strangers that are there, 
and pick up ſuch things as they ſind among 


the Komans, who are cvcr truc to the old 
Chas 
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Charatter that Fuvenal gave of that City, 
Sequitur fortunam, ut ſemper, & oat 
Damnator, | 
Therefore I will give you an account of 
this buſineſs, on which you may depend,n the 
words of a Letter writ me from Rome. 

Now this great Afﬀair, upon which men 
have ſo long lookt with ſo much expectation, 
is at an end-and a party that was believed to 
be a Million ſtrong,isnow either quite extin= 
guiſht, or at leaſt oppreſſed with a great deal 
of Infamy : .and Mr. olinos, who has lived 
above twenty yearsin this Cty, in the higheſt 
Reputation poſſible, is now as mnch hated 
ascver he was admured : he is not only conſt- 
dcred as a Condemned, and-an Abjured Here- 
tick, bbit he is faid to have been convicted of 
much Hypocriſy, and of a very lewd courſe 
of life; which is ſo firmly believed by the 
Romans, that he was treated by them- on the 
day of his Abjuration, with all poſlible In- 
dignitics; but the people as they ſhewed their 
afteftions to him, by their cries of Fire, Fire, 
ſo were ready to have ſacrificed him to their 
rage,it he had not been well defended by the 
Sbiri and Guards that were about him. And 
it would be a crime enough at preſent, to rc- 
commend a man to the care of the 1:quiſzors, 
if he ſhould ſcem to doubt either of his Here- 
ſy, or of the Scandals of his Life. All the 
Party is extreamly ſunk : Cardinal Perruccs 


himſelf 
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himſelf lives in Rome as if he were in a deſart : 
for no Body goes to viſit him, and he ſtirs as 
little abroad : nor is it thought that he will 
eſcape: there are four ſent by the Ingmiſition 
to his Dioceſs of Jeſſi to examin his beha- 
viour there: there is alſo a diſcourſe, that has 
lately appearcd at Rome,that was ſecretly prin- 
ted, of which he is ſuſpeCted to be the Author, 
which 1s an Apology for Qnert/m, that gives 
great offence, It is ſaid, that the 12quifttors 
had full proofs againſt Molwnws, by fourteen 
Witneſles; of whom eight indeed came and 
oftcred their Depolitions of their own 2ccord, 
and the other ſix were forced to declare the 
truth, which raiſes the Credit of their Tcſti- 
— : ſince his Abjuration,t is ſaid that ma» 
ny of his Followers have abjured in private; 
and that beſides the Priſonersthat are in their 
hands, great numbers come in every day to 
accuſe themſelves, and to offer themſelves to 
pennance, theſe are all very gently diſniiſled 
by the /:quiſtrors, who are now as much cen» 
ſured by the Romans for their excefiive mild- 
neſs, as cver they have been blamed by others 
for th-ir 1igor : and thoſe ſecret Abjurations 
are bclieved to be all the Severity that they 


will praCtif> on this occalion;tor it ts [214 that 
even F, Apiani the Feſuite will bz abjurcd in 
{ſecret ; tho ſome ſay, he is mavcl, others that 
he is becoine deaf and dumb, and ot 3 few 


believe that he is dead ; ſo uncertai!i are all 
| | ;rt' 
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Reports at preſent. Ina word,the hatred of the 
preſent Fonrificize appears very vitibly npan 
this Occaſion : the Peopic alteEling to ſhew a 
very extraordinary rage againſt a perſon,and 
a party, that has been ſo much favoured and 
ſupported by the Pope : ſo that this matter 
comes ci2a1ly home to him, and wounds his 
Reputation cxtreamly;all th's raiſes the credit 
of the J: /i41es,, who value themſelves upon the 
zeal and the condutt of their Soczety upon this 
Occalion. All the Popes Enemies, the Je/uites, 
the French Party, and the body of the People, 
that are Malecontented and weary of him, 
and his long and dull Re:g,, ſhew the Plea- 
ſure they have in aggravating this matter a- 
painſt him: they ſay, this 1s the firſt time 
that ever any Hereſy made Rome its Sear, 
where it chooſed ro neſtle it ſelf; but it is 
yet more ſtrange, that it ſhonld have conti- 
ned there above twenty years, notwithitand- 
Ing all that multitude of Spye- that the 129z1- 
ſon has every where; that the Pope ſhould 
have ſhut his Ears againſt all Complaints, 
ſo that this Doctrine had gained ſo great Au- 
thority, that thoſe who attackt it, paſſed for 
Hereticks, or Calumniators at leaſt, and that 
even after all the Diſcoveries that have bcen 
made, that the Pope was known to fzvour 
Motos ſecretly,and was fo hardly broughtat 
laſtto conſent to the Condemnation,in which 
tis faid, that nothing prevailed on him till 
the 
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the CarainaPs informed him of the Scandals 
of Molino,*s Life , that were proved: this 
was indeed a matter that could fall within the 
Popes underſtanding z for the points of Do- 
trine are believed to be above it. All theſe 
things concur to increaſe the Contempt un- 
der which the preſent Pozrificate lies ; yet as 
for thoſe Scandals of 1109s life, I do not 
know what to believe : many will not belicve 
them, and think they are only Impoſtures 
o1ven out to render him odious ; for if they 
had been true, and weil proved, 1t 1s ſaid, 
that the Cenſure would have becn ſeverer;for 
2 perpetual /mpriſonment, and the ſaying his 
Creds,and the iourth part of the Roſary every 
day, are mild Puniſhments, if he is found 
to have been ſo flagitious a Man, and ſo vile 
a Hypocrite, as 1s given out. His own Be- 
haviour at the 7nerva did not look, either 
like a Man, that was much confounded with 
the Diſcoveries that had been made, or that 
was very Penitent for them,or for his Hereſy: 
ſo that the Mildneſs of the Cenſure,to a Man 
that ſhewed ſo little humilicy or repentance, 
ſcemsto flow rather from the Defectivencſs 
of the Proofs,than from the gentleneſs of the 
Tribunal. 1 confeſs, I was not a Witneſs to 
what paſledin the Minerva; for as I would 
not venture in the Crowd, ſo both Money 
and Favour was neceſlary to accommodate a 
man wcll on that occalion, where not only 
a 
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a general Curioſity brought a vaſt confluence 
of People together, to ſee the iſſue of a Buſi- 
neſs that has been ſo long in ſuſpence, but a 
particular Devotion:for the Pope had granted 
a General Indulgence to all that ſhould aſſiſt in 
that Solemnity : But I will give you the ac- 
count as I had it from Eye-witnefles. Afoli- 
ns was well dreſled, new trimn'd, 1n his 
Prieſtly Habit, with a cheerful Countenance, 
that as was ſaid by his Enemies, had all the 
Charmes on it, that were neceſſary to re- 
commend him to the fair Sex. He was bronght 
from Pri/on in an open Coach, one Domm- 
can being with him in it. He was at firſt 
placed for ſome time in one of the Corridor: of 
the Mincrva:he looked about him very freely, 
and returncd all the Salutes that were made 
bim : And all that he was heard ſay, was, 
That they ſaw a man that was def .amcd, bit that 
pas Perttent ( Infamato ma Pentto,) After 
that he was carricd to dinner, where he was 
well treated, that being to hz his laſt good 
Dinner. After Dinner, he was brought into 
the Church, as in a Triumph, carried on the 
ſhoulders of the Sbiri in an open Chair : when 
he was brought to his place, as he made his 
Reverence very devoutly to the Cardinals, fo 
there was no ſhew of Fear or of Shame, in 
his whole Deportment. He was chained,and 
L Wax Light was put in his hand, while two 
[ropg-lung'd Fryers real his Proceſs aloud, 
and 
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and carehad been taken to lay matters ſo, that 
as ſome of the Articles were re:d, all ſhould 
cry Fire, Fire, When he came back to Pri/on, 
he entred into his }iitle Cell, with great 
Tranquillity , calling it his Cabret , and 
took leave of his Pric/t in theſe words, Axieu 
Father, we ſhall meet again at the Day of Fdg- 
ment , and then it will appear on which ſide 
the Iruth is, whether 032 my ſide, or on yours. SO 
he was ſhat up for Life. Yet after all 1 find 
none of the wiſe men here think that the 
thing is at anend; but that the Fire which 
ſeems to be now extinguiih:d , will break 
out with more violence: for one of h1s Fol- 
lowers had the boldneſs to tell the 1:9: fitors 
to their face, that they were a Company of 
Unjuſt, Cruel, and Heretical men; and 
compared their Treatment with that which 
Chriſt had met with, and yct even” he has 
eſcaped upon an Abjuration, as 1s pretended, 
The Reaſons that are given for this extraor- 
dinary Gentleneſs of the [nq/1ro75, whoare 
ſeldom accuſed for crring on this tide, are 
both the Numbers of the Parry, who might 


be much irritated by publick Examples, and } 


alſo the great Credit that their Potirme? has 
from the Ay/tical Divinity , thot 1s autho- 
rifed by ſo many Canomſations: ior it is fad, 
that from ſeveral parts the 1:5:4/irors have 
brought togther above twenty thouſand of 
Atoling's Letters: whale Correipondence 
was 
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was ſo vaſt, thzt ſome give out, that the 
Poſt of the Letters,that were brought him the 
day in which ne was ſciſed on, role to twenty 
Crowns. And1I heard a Divine of Rowe CON=- 
feſs,that they have ſuch Authorities for moſt of 
their 7 encts, that they will never be beat out 
of them, by the force of their School Divinity, 
therefore he thought 1t was necellary to con- 
demn them by 4 | Ate Sentence, in which 
the Authority.of the Church was to be inter- 
poſed. Moſt of the condemned Articles are 
nothing but an Invidious Aggravating of the 
Doctrine of Predeſtination and Grace Effi- 
caciqus. of it ſelf, and of Immediate Inſpi- 
ration: for all the hard Conſequences that 
arc pretended to be'drawn, either from the 
one or the other of theſe Opinions, are all 
turned into fo many Articles, and condem- 
ned as ſo many Impious Dottrines ; but you 
will be better able to judge of this matter 
when you ſec all that the [:qzui/irors will think 
fit to print concerning it, 
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A SECOND 


LETTER 


Writ from 


ROME, 


Containing ſome Particulars, relating 
to the 


INQUISITION: 


o'1 


Y laſt to you, together with the 
Advertiſement which was ſent me 
from Kome, related wholly to the 
Ailairs of the Quetifts; but be- 

cauſc I know your Curiolity will perhaps go 

furthcr,and that you expect ſuch Ob/ervarions 
from me, as you fancy me capable to make, 
in a Countrey where I have now made fo long 

a ſtay, thatit 1s my own fault, if I have not 


been able to ſeea little further than Coimmon 
1 Ye Þ 
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Travellers do, therefore I will try what I 


can ſay that -y pleaſe you. 
I am, as you 


now,nor Searcher ino Manu- 
ſcripts, or the Curioſities of Libraries, nor 


can I bring my {eclt to fo dry a Rudy as is that 


of Medals, or In{criptions. I ha 


rather be 


bcholding to the Labours of others, for the 
Diſcoveries they have made in thoſe mat- 
tcrs, than wear out my Eyes and ſpend my 
Time in the rcading and Decipnering thoſe 


Rawarns of Antiquity. I love a 


| that know- 


ldg, which, with how much difficulty ſoc- 
ver it may be acquircd, feeds the mind with 
ſome uſeful Idcas: but as for that knowledg 
which carrys one no turther, then that ſuch 
a Word, or ſuch a Hieroglh;phick fignified ſuch 
a thing, and that gives the mind no matter to 
work on, and raiſes no game at which it may 
fy, it has not charm enough to work on ſo 
ſy a man asI am. Icontels, my ſtudies, and 
my way of Lite wculd have carricd me morc 
naturally into matters of Reljgioz, cr into 
the Pelitichs: but as to the former, 7taly is 
not a Country, whcre a man either can or 


dare reaſon upon thele Subjects: 


for their 


lgnorance is ſuch, that no man can profit 
much by their converſation on thole heads : 


belides that, it is not ſafe to do it. 


The Ita- 


lars arc roo wel bred, to atrack a man on 
mat Argument; and they know their own 


= - 


ignorance ſo wcll, and have ſo high an Opi- 


nvwn 
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nion of the Learning of the Hereticks, that they 
are ſure never to provoke any of then : and 
he werea very bold and indiicreet man, that 
would begin the diſpute with them: fo a'ter 
all, News and Politics is all that Remains, 
and you know | am 1di: enough both to 
think and ro talk of theſe upon occaſion : yet 
I muſt confeſs, that I fird ſo many ot my 
Reflefions in Dr. B:rnets Letters, thar I bave 
got ſent me from Leghory, that if 1 had not 
lecn theſe, I had very likely writ vou a preat 
many of thoſe that are already ſet out by 
him, with ſo much advantage, that I find the 
beſt part of all my O#ſervations are alrcady 
made by a better Pen : but I, who have as grcat 
an Averſ1on frum copying, as he ſays he has; 
will avoid the ſaving any one thing that I find 
in his Letters: and will only ſpcak of thoſe 
Places that he did not ſee, or of thoſe marters 
which he had not time enough to enquire at- 
eter, or to obſerve; and ſince the former Let- 
ter, contained ſuch a long and ſerious recital 


of a matter, that it it fixed your artention, yet 


mult have wearicd ir, I will now divert you 
a lirtle, with ſome Storys, that will be more 
agtecable; and then I will return ro more ſe- 
rious $%jefts. TI will begin with ſome relating 
to the Taqguijitron. | told you in my tormer 
Letter, of a great many Priſoners in the In- 
guifition, but among all the Priſoners that ate 
there, none will ſurpriſe you ſo much as 
aw 11C11 
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when I cell you that there 1s a Cruxifix kept 
chere, which is called, our Suviow 17 the Is- 
quifution : when this was fiſt told me, I durſ? 
not {peak out that which naturally occur 
red ro mv thoughts, which was, that our Sa- 
10: and the Truth of hes Gojfel, was indcee 
ſhut up with ſo much ſeverity by the Taguefi- 
tors, that it was no wonder it he were recxo- 
ned among the Prijoners of that feverc Court. 
Bur this ſtory 18 lets ſerious, and more Comical. 
You know that in all the bigotred Tomys, 
the people are ſorted in ſeveral Tratera'ittcs 
and eyery one of theſe, has their peculiar 
Churches, Altars, Images and Reltchs, to 
which they pay a more cxtraordinary devo- 
tion: ſo there was one in Florence, amony 
whoſe favourite Jnzages a Crucrfix hapned to 
be one: a Weman (that had a fair Dazehter) 
fell ſick : and as ſhe had payed many Devo- 
tions to that Twage, {o ſhe came to fancy, 
that in her ſickneſs ſhe had the Returns of 
very  extraord irary Favours from it. The 
truth of the matter was, that -one who had a 
mind tro have frequent accels tro her Daugh- 
ter, made a. ſhift ro deceive the poor ich 
Womar : tor he appcarcd in {uch a diſeniſc 
to her, that ſhe belicved it was the Image 
that came to comfort hcr. And that which 


was the moſt acceptable part of the Impo- 
{ture was, that the Impoſtor knew by (cr 
Dawg hters mcans, cvcry — that ſhe wo 

2 Ob: 
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ted, and took care to provide it for her, 
ſo that at every viſit that he made her, he 
brought along with him, all the things chat 
ſhe nceded : this was ſenl1ble z fo the credulous 
Homan belieyed all this came from her be- 
loved Image : and ſhe was now as grateful as 
ſhe had been before deycut : ſhe told all that 
came to {ce her; how carctul and bountitul 
that Image was to her; and ſhewed them 
how well ſhe was ſupplied by ic. In ſhort, 
this came to be generally belicyed : for when 
the leaſt ſtory of this kind gets vent, and is 
well received by the . Prreſts, the People run 
in ſo headlong to it, that it would pals for a 
Crime capable enough of ruining one in the 
Spirit of the Tngwſitsrs, to ſeem to doubt 
of it ; but much more 1t one ſtudicd to unde- 
ceive others: therefore things of this nature 
kindle the minds of a ſuperſtitious multitude 
ſo quick, that in a few days a whole Tory 
will ſcem as It was Ont wg ics Wits: which 
appearcd {ignally on this occalion at Florexce: 
fr now the whole Town entred into this Fra- 
termty. The Great Duke himſelf came into 
the number, and all were ſtudying what new 
Honours ſhould be done to an Image. that had 


been ſo kind to one of its Worſbippers. But ſome | |; 
that were wiſer than the reſt, ſaw through the | 
Cheat, and Informed P. Innocent the 10th. of 


ir, who was reſolved to put a ſtop to the cur- 
rent of this Suferſtition ; yet he ſaw it was nc- 
ccllary 
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ceſſary to do it with ſome addreſs : It feJl out 
tobe the year of Fubily 1650. ſo the Pope writ 
to Florence, that he had heard of the Miracles 
of that Image, to which he deſired carndlily to 
do his own Devotions, therefore he intreaced 
them to brine it to Rome; that ſo the [mage 
might have the addrefles of ali the P:lgrims,as 
well as his own made to it. Upon this the 
more bigorted of the Fraternity, would needs 
accompany the Charitable Images ſo they 
carried it in Preceſkon to Rowe: and did nat 
doubt bur that the Pope and Cardinals with 
the Cl-rgy of Rome would have come our 11 
reſhon ro meet them and their Image: I heſur- 
priſe was no doubt very great, when inſtead of 
all this, they tound a Company of Shrrr: ftay- 
ing for them at the Porta dell Populs; who 
took: their Image from them, and carried it 
axay to the Inqw/ition ; and ſent them away 
not a little mortified at the Diſgrace, that 
had bcfallen their Crwrfoxe, who has been 
ever {ince a Priſoner in the Inguiſition- 

| was told of another Prijoner there of a 
later date, but not-much unlike this. You 
know the legend of tne Plague that was in 


| Rowe, as | remember in S. Gregory the greats 
| lime, chat was ſtopt by an Agel, that as was 
| pretended came down, and {tood over that 


Caſtle, which was formerly called Moles Ha- 


UF | diam, but has carricd the name of Caſtro S.- 


 NC- 
ary 


Angels ever tince, The Fryers of Ara Czlt had- 
E 3 gal 
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got a Store, nwpon which there was an Im- 
preſſion like the printof a Foot : {0 they had 
put this in ſome part of their Church, and 
gave it out that this print was made by the 
Foot of that Angel ; tho une can hardly _ 
gine how they tanc: ied that an Aregel treads {0 
hard. This Stan: had many Det otrons payed 
it, The learned Sig". Petro Bellort, who is 
without diſpute thc | beſt Anttquary wm Rome, 
being once in that Chappel at his Devotions; 
obſerved a great many praying about this 
Stone. and kifhng it with great Relpect and 
| : {o he came to look P01 IC, and 

10g examined it carefully, he FIVG clear: 
ly it was a fraymcnt of a Statue of the Goddels 
liizg he Gre:ck Chara ters were legibl:, and 
many tiggs CQncITrey 10 Mate a wan of his 
Learning and Fxatn-!; c nclade, tnat to? 
Devitrom were mil appiied that were payed 


it; ſo he went to cone o! rhe #, 1thers of the 
es © and acouaint.d kin with bis Obſerva- 
tion: and wihed that thev would remove 


hot miſtaken Obzet of Worſhip, leſt ſome 
of th- learnca #7 reirths that paſſed rliro? R-me, 
might diſcover and reproach the Chu ch with 
it. Bur the Fuihers of the Fuſe found their 
account in this martcr, ſo they were fo far 
from following his good Advice, that = 
a{perſed hin that had given it, {oas to acculc 
him of Imptety tor diverting che Devoriors 
of the people - the Imputation was carricd fo 
| far 
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ar that he was brovght betore the [Tngurſition 
to clear himſelf, which he did ſo full , that 
he not only got ſafe out of their hands, but 
which was more, he convinced them that he 
was in thc right: ſothe Stone was removed, 
and keeps the Crucrfix company in the Ingur- 
fitzon. 

Bur by theſe two Storys, you will perhaps 
;imagin tizat I deſign to beget 1n vou a good 
Opinion ot that Cour; but I will now tell 
you aucther, that will ſoon bring you back 
wo your old thoughts of that Tribural. Burrhs 
8a man fo famous in the Warld, that one. 
that has Jooxed ttto Natural Phrlo/ophy and 
Chrmijiry, could rot be long in Roe with- 
out making an acquaintance with him. bur 
to rcil you truth, I neither found him to 
be ſo orcat a (/-mmft as he fancies himfcit to 
be, nor {Oo g*cai a Feretih as the Tnrufttore 
have made nm. I] tell you this the more par- 
ucularly, that you may 't Jud 
fr you arc to belirve. 
Is7wjttors mav give, of thor proc 
Lain BJ {1:95 > fINCY Yor mar co! Ide 4rom 
what Wits done iO thc 070 v tele bY OV 
pe:ted 1in all caſes that are brov boo! 
them. Burrbi's Storv 18 in ſhore this: He '<« a 
Gentleman of the MIlLw(-, POU1 
to an ftate of B99). Cromm a vear. In his 
youh he bad travclled, and [ad gor into Lis 
rad thc Notions of the New Yhilio jy and 

E, 4. E Qt 
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of Chimiſtry : ſo at his return ro Milan, he 
began to propagate the new Philoſophy, ard 
to form a Conference upon thoſe matters; 
the Prieſts it ſeems ſu{peted, that there might 
be ſomewiat under this ſo he was put in 
nc [1:9 afition, but nothing could be made 
out againft him, he was let out : after that 
he went and {tavd tor ſcme yearsin Germany 
and /{oiani; avd it is verv probable that he 
m!.ht have expreſſed himſelt concerning the 
Courts Of Tagaiſition, as a man that Fad no 
- great opirion cither of their Juſtice, or of 
their Mercy. Aud as he has gone into all the 
high pretenfi:ns of the Chimreſts, fo it 1s pro- 
bable enough that he has talked of matters 
ef Religrow in that Mylicrious unintelligible 


Jargon, that is uſcd almolt by all the men 


that are of the highcſt F1. yarion of Ch:mftry, 
but jchicfly by Paracel|us and Vant Helmont: 
In fthorr, ſome Accuſatious were given in to 
the [,guſitors againſt him, who complained 
of him to the Emperor, and had !o much cie- 
dit in kis Court that he ſtrained his power to 
the urmoſt, and ſciled on him, ard {ent him 
to /raly, where thoſe good Fathers were re- 
ſolved n:t to give him a ſecond occaſion of 
boaſting, that he had got ſafe out of their 
bands : ſtrange things were objcfted to him; 
and as is pretended, they were prove __ 
him ; as that the B. Yi gin was God equal with 
the Son; and that the H. Ghoſt was w—_ in 
i, 
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her, as well as the Eternal Word was 10 h& 
Son : that the three Perſons in the Trinity wer? 
the firſt, the ſecond, an.{ the third Heavens * 
that th: Son was from all Eternity dijcontented 
with the Father, for nat makirg him equal to 
him : that the Conjecrated Hoſty had 13 it the 
Boay of the Mother as w:Il as that of th? Sas: : 
and that the putting the freces of it together in 
the Chalice, demonſtrated the Uain- between 
the Mother and the Son. TI hele Opinions were 
all p:oved againſt him: the he protelts thac 
he never thought of them, yer he was forced 
to abjure them in the year 1568. and was up-- 
on that condemned to perpetual Impriſon- 
min; he continued 1n the Priſon of the [x- 
14/ition, 'till within theſe five or lix years, 
that the Dike 4 Eſtrees being ſ1ck, procurcd - 
an Order for havitg Burrh: to come and treat ” 
kim: and ingrattude to Burch, who curcd 
him, he cot his Priſon changed to the Caſtie 
St. Aizelo : where he now entcrtains [mlclt * 
with ( himcal Proceſics. It is indeed very 
probablc, that hc had provoked the 1:7 7fiti9n, 
by {pcakiro ſeverciv and reproach:ully. ct 
them, and this was all his Crime, unle's ano. 
ther A-ticle againit him might be fis Eſtates © 
ior of his OD (rommw a year, there ts bur 
%©03. lete him; tor the goo Fathers hays 
had the Ciiarity to take F000. tO themlelves: 
and lis $325 1s {o cat up by them, rt | 
lan !s it e105 10 lim, that þe tas 

IN 
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Crowns a year payed him : and trom this you 
may {ce what credit you ought to give co the 
Proc:ſſes, the Articles, and the Abjurations 
that are made bctore that C o7t. 

[It inſ{ead of that Zcal whicti animates 
them agaiult F{ereſy, they would purge their 
vin Church of thoſe Dilorders, which roms 
themſelves acknowlvug to be corruptions, 
they would iooner bring Lcmiclves agam 1N- 
oO CEC. T te (ca, datous Picture - that are in 

ny Chrches of Nta!y, arc things that might 


delerve ther care, 1t they wouid turn It to 
' ſ T . P 

tac hand. Is 1t rior a "Wa Tl h1g. that 
there | as not been a great Naſty 11 Bats ne 


[. ! , 94 Per "3l” 4 
who has not. put ibat Co mp!c Cment on his 
TIF» "# 2 Ly $: 3 _ ' i y . 
IVliſire{s, as 79 paint her {or the Virgm: lo 
tliat the 6% Ccichrated 7. 91.4" of Jaly 


A 


are known to have bcc the 3frilreges of the 


Great Painters, Lhe Poſt vis, the 1.0:ks, od 
the Nakedac,s of niavy of th. Chak [1:c0ehs, 


are Monſtrous Indeccir things. The great 
deſign of the Crflo at Firezee, is lach a Re- 
prelvinati; nit 7 e, rat 411 ( Tr Cai HC N!'C- 
ſented Iv a _wuchied Imapination, comps fhort 
of whit 1sto Þ* {Cen tore ant thy? tie SryIfe 
twre ſp axs bit of oe 7 pparitin of tle {oy 
Gha/t L:1 Lie [14902 at 2 LJ)?” *  OLN;C (ali f ind 
tis Dove ON the Ha Lat THe an, ares the 
Mouth of I k:.ow 1:0 Y mainly <©t{ their 
Jar/its; and ay OIC [1 [5 11} man\ Preces, i2al 
LiCtT MaSters hay retoived to Perpet! tc 


_O— 
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thetr om Amours in them, ſo Amours arc 
every day managed by the ſame methods: tor 
while I was at Roc, I: it covercd an [:triguc 
berwcen a Fricr anta Nu, by two Pictures, 
thar were drawn Tor them : the Fryzr was 


ih 


drawn, as a 5. 21h "RY. Al 1d the Nuz as a 8. 
Katherime of Sica: theſe they were to ex- 
change, and f0 to Gn their pailion under this 
cg{ouiic of Devull on, 
But to return to Indecent Pi Tres, there 

is noting more {cardalous nan tne many 
yarious \LEPreien ations Of t20 Trizity, Woh 
muſt nzeds give to all /ers and Mahomeians 
ac WCcil as tO tr. UiAt Zh tor Fei: Th KS, 2 « 
ſtrange n For 1 Relpriun that tiff 's tlzolc 


= - 1 i a wes 
Ou;L I 4 "iy ds YE As, '1 wt: aT £2 ICH E Mey 4 EVO 
 Þ TRY . . : 
Ideas. of tlie De 1s, aud of tac Trinity : ana 
| . 


thac wi:c? is Yet £ 1 N: oft [Cat alous Part Ol 
mo.c 17 ores, 15 tat the Kepretentation of 
74 TH / all / l; C1t.CH div criifiee i ACCC SEILNINTS: 
the caprice of L:1C Painter: an] 2150 be {cen 
in ttc Habits wo ” ral Crders Of fart 
Tan d inoeu bor 1 Can res, Fiat, Ha 
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be low and dark, which was thought the moſt 
propcr, for the Recolleftion of a mans Fa- 
cultics, and by coniequence for Deworron, 1s 
row quitc altered : and a great C'upulss with a 
yalt Illumination, arc neceſfarv to ſh2w the 
P cauty of thoſe rich Peiccs, which would be 
loſt in Churches built as dark as the Antient 
Ones wCere. 

I confeſs, thoſe Pictures are charming 
things, if they were any where -clc than in 
Church's: bu: the pleaſure they give, docs fo 
poſſes a man that kegins to unde: ftand them, 
that it will kindle any thoughts in him, ſooner 
than devour ones. | will not hae let my 
| Pen carry me into a Subject that muſt nceds 
fctall my thoughts on fire ; and {pcak of the 
oreat Preces of Pa:nttng that arc in /taly, and 
of the many Mafers that it produced in the 
lait Age: who as they were tuch Extraorei- 


one Ago, as it the Per.c<tion in that amaling 
Art had becnto dye with tnem, as well as 1t 
was orn with taem ; this, | lay, wou!d make 
om think, thr there are kevoluions and 
Aſpects in the Heaveiis that arc tavourabic of 
croſs tro Arts or *ciences: ard that then, the 
molt tavourable Alyect tor Pa;ntiig that CVEr 
was, prodauc:i hole afto thhitg porior- 
mances. For tho the yreat decay of Learning 
that is every whers, nay bc tcalvnably c- 
nouph rclolyed in this, that whereas in the 


Lary mcn, ſo rc lived within the Compats ot - 
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laſt Age many gicat Prices were cither Lears- 
ed themiclves, or at leaſt they made it a 
Maxim to protect and encourage Learning ; . 
butthis having at laſt grown to an excels of 
Rudneſs and Pedaniry, and Princes becom- 
ing generally cxtream Ignorant, it came to 
pals tor a picce ol breeding, to lay nothing that 
was bcyond thcir pitch, or that ſeemed to 
reproach tizcir Iguorarce : and thoſe who 
could not hide their Learning, were called 
Pedants: and pcdantry was repreſented fo 
odious, that Ignorance being- the laſteſt ag 
well as thc {urclt wav to avoid this, all men 
cok that very naturally; and when other 
methods arc as ctteEtual ro raiſe men to the 
higheſt preterments cither of the Bare or of | 
the Plfzt as true Learning or ical] Merir, 
few will chule the Jong an4 teotuns, and often 
the moſt uncertain way, whea the End that 
thev propoſe to themltclves, may te ccr- 
tainly compaſicd ty a more cffettual and ca- 
fer one, Flattery and Submitticns arc ſooner 
Learned and caficr praCtiled by mein of low 
and mean ſouls, than much hard and dry 
ſtudy: thus, I ſay, the decay of Learning 1s - 
very caltly accouted tor, 13 the Age in which 
we live: bur as for the Art of Painting, it 
is ſtill in {uch cftiecm, and great pieces go 
ſtil at ſuch vaſt ratcs, that 1t the Genius 
and capacity for it wcrc not Juſt, tnere is 
emcouragmcnt enough {Ul} go {ct jt a going / 
but 
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bur I leave this ſubje& not without putting 
ſome conſtraint on my (elf ; for whocan think 
of ſuch Wondertul men as Correge, Michael 
Anglo, Rafhazl, Paulo Veroneſe, Tulto Ro- 
man, Carrach', Palma, Titian ard Tin:over, 
without tccling a concern at cvcry time thar 
he reflects on the Wonders of their poncils: 
St. Luke's pretended work, and oven the {up- 
poſed performances of A-gels, arc {ad rhinos 
{er near their preces. One, wheſe thovphts are 
full ofthe WonJers of that Arr, that arc to 
be {cen in Florence, nos into the Annu iata, 
and fees not withoue Indiqnation, that ad: P= 
ted prifure of the Virgin, which, as the fond 
people there belicye, was finiſhed br an 47- 
gel, while the Parpzter that was workin 1+ it 
and that could ror animate tt as he deſired, 
tell allcep, who as forn as he awaked. aw 
his piece 11:11. This fition of the paiyters, 
to raile tie crecit of his p;ffure, 15 fo well be- 
lieved at Florence, that the 7reſezts made to 
enrich the Altar and Ch; pl, where it Rands 
are Invaluable:& ver after all, the 4 o:7ywork 
1s ſtil] no betcer than the commint 7+ 53154. p of 


. w_ 
that time? and that Agel prog, was but a 
bungler it compare.!, tothe proat 14.475. In 
a word, wiat can be thoihegt nnare na- 
ture, wich Mm fo refncl a place as Florence, 


fo courſe an Impolture his bem able to 
draw to it, fuch an Infiinable fock of 
WW 21 1, 
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All theſe things are ſo many digreflions 
from my main {ubject, which was, to ſhew 
you how much martter the [r9./itors might 
tnd, it they would ule any exactneisin redreſ- 
ling thoſe Abules which they themiclves will 
not defend in common converiatigon - and yet 
tho the {malleſt thing, that ſceins even at the 
orcateſt diſtance ro go againſt their Intereſt, 
islookt after with a very watchful care ; yet 
the croſleſt of all Impoſtures, that proves 


| profitable to them, is much encouraged by 
| them. 


The fable of Loverto, 15 {9 black and fo ri- 
diculous a picce of Impoſture, that F never 
law a man of {enſe, that cared to enter upon 
tar ſ\;bject, 1 was once in Company where 
| took the liberry ro propote two modeſt 
EXCCPt111S tO it: the one was, that about 
209 32ers aiter ihe rift of the Anpelical La- 
tour in carrying about that Cott.;ge 15 preten- 
a&d to have failn ovr, Iiacent Ferrier, 
whom they believe a great Saint, not only 
lays nting of its being then in Traly, bur 
ys Cp! eily, rat it was then tn Nazareth, and 
tac many 17, ics were wrought about 1t. 


 Anivitn of Vine; whoisallo the molt Im. 


pudent 3 riter of [cconds that over was, ſays 
Wi m ! / 


| NCt a Word of it formic Agrs after they lay thar 


It was at [ot All tlie aniwer that F had 
to tis was, thi it was no Atticle of Faith 
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tion of the People was ſli!] entertained by it : 
and this, they ſaid, was as much mcritorious, 
tho founded on a Fabic, as the giving of Cha- 
rity to one who is belicycd a fit object, but ver 
is indeed a Cheat, 1s acceptable to God : and 
thus he who gives upon a good inward motiye, 
will be rewarded according to the Diſpo- 
ſition of his Mind, and not according to the 
Truth or Falſchood of the Story, that wrought 
upon him. I durſt not prels this matter roo 
far: otherwiſe I would have replied, that 
how excuſcable torver the Supzrſtition of 
Ienorant People may be, yet this docs not at 
al juſtify the Cheat that the Church puts upon 
her ſo cafily deluded children. The truth is 
the Romans them(iclves have rot fuck ſti 
notions of all the points of Controverſy as we 
are apt tolmagine : this makes me xemember 
a conver ſation that paſt ſome years ago, bc- 
tween an A/bot & onc of our Clerg ywreri, that 
was then a Govcrnour to a Perſou ot Quality, 
that in his Trav:ls itayed for ſometimes at 
Rome.T hc Alot ſeeing the Govrrnour was con- 
{idered asa man of Learning, delired tobe In- 
formed ot him, what were the Pozzrs in ditte- 
' rence berween the two Churches: ſo the Go- 
vernoiir told him , that we had our worſhip 
ina known tongue; that we gave the (yp 1 
the Sacrament z3 that we had no Imges, ani 
d1d not prav to Sarnts : all this did not ditturb 
the .4:,at, who ſaid, that thile were onlv 

ditic- 


| 


Concerning the QUIE TISTS, 113 


different Rztes and Ceremontr's, which might 
be well enough birn with : when the other 
added, that we did not believe Tranſubfan- 
ration nor P.wgatory, the Azbat (aid, theſc 
were the ſubtilties of the School: {o he was 
very gentle till the Goweynur told him, that 
we did 1 ot acknowledee the Pofe ; then the 
Ab:ot was all on fire, and coulki not compre- 
hend, how mei2 could be Chriſtians, that did 
not acknowicdae C hriſfts I 7car, and S. Peter's 
Succeſſor : and it is very plain at Rox at this 
day, that thcy conſider the Converſion of Na- 
tors, Only as it may bring in more ptofit into 
the Datary Court,and raiſe the value of the Off- 


c& there; tor when I ſeemed amalcd in con- 


ycrlation with (ome of them, to ſee lo little 
regard had to the Ambaſadouy of Eng.to every 
thing that he propoled ; they told me plain- 
ly, that perhaps the Angels in Heaven re- 
joiced ar rhe converſion of a finner upon the 
pure motives of perieft Charity, but they at 
R:me looked at cther things. They ſaw no 
froft like to come from thence; no Bulls 
were called tor, and no compoſitions like to be 
made ; it thoſe things ſhould once appcar,then 
an Ambaſſaao r trom thence would be treated 
like thc penitent Prodigal, eſpecially it he 
were a little Iefs poverned by the 7eſwtes, 
who were believed ro have managed that Am- 
baſſadour a little ro abſclutely : and here it 
Kill be no urplcaiant digrcthon jt 1 tell yo 
rhe 
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the truc reaſon that retarded the Promotion of 
the Cardinal Eſte ſo long. 

The Pope himſelf ſaw what the Uxcle of this 
Car#inal did at Rome, in P. Alexander the 
7ths time, upn the buſineſs of the Cor/ts, and 
the a{lront that was put on the Duke of Creqay, 
which made {o much noiſe. That Caratzal 
being then the P/9te.7or of the French Nation, 
offcred firſt ro the D. of Crequy, to go with 
him, accompanicd with 5oo Men, that he 
knew he could raile in Rome, to the Palace of 
Dom Mario Chigt and to fling him out at the 
window : but the D. of Cyrequy think ing that 
fuch a revenge went too tar, the Cara/nal 
bimfelf went accompanied with his Soo Mea 
tw the Palace, and expoſtulated rhe mater 
with the Pope, and demanded Reparation z and 
witen the Pope put it by in ſome gxzneral ate 
ſwers,he preſt him fo hard.tiil the Pope threat- 
ned to pul] his Cap from him, but he anfucred, 
that he row cli1þ a Head firce 07 18 t9 actend 
t, anitiar le nould never purt with that, wu 
he bai pulled the Tiit pl: Erawn [rim 178 bread, 
} his was vieorous, and the Cardinal had a 
mind to perpetuate the memory of 17, {or he 
made himfclf be drawn with a Fle.dprece by 
him, his hand poitningrowards it, which 1 taw 
at Modena; and it is plain by their way ot (peak- 
ing of this marccr, that they were proud of 1t. 
Theprcent Pope being at that time a Car drmal, 
ſaw this dilacder, and lo he was re{olyed never 
(0 


a 
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to raiſe one of that family to the Purple: yet the 
carnelt and repeated Inſtances from England, 
overcame him at laſt. 

But now again Ireturn to that ſrom which I 
have digrefled ſo often, which 1s the work that 
the Ingui/ition right find in Italy, even with- 
out departing from any ot their received Prin- 
ciples. "Thar ſcandalous Impoſture of the blood 
of S. F4744ry at Nafles, that ſeems to be firm & 
ery in the Y7al, and that diflolves and moves 
28 it is brovght near his Head,which 1s fo firmly 
believed by all the bigots there, mault needs give 
an Ingigoation to all that love T ruth, when 
they (ce {uct grols Deceptions put upon the 
World. I will not take trpon mc to bo how 
itis maragcd; but nothing is more caſy than 
the ordering of this matter way be. For it thar 
Fi Konica Fith tiaftured linuor, the 72l 
bein pur. in Ice and Soir, will frecte in an In- 
ſtan ; and it betoo avant in the air, may remrn 
very Quickiv to its furmer rate, forhat there 
880 nevd of av orca skill for the conducting 


this Matricr +: ana it 1% io mMIHICHMTN 'r Incrcſt, 


y e ; , y , 
who have the keopiny of this pretended Blood, 
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who eicher 4 »ubrs of ir, or veuld acyerture 
to d1lcover it, mult rofolys ia coOand live (OMe 
whereelſe than in Nap ls, where tis paſſes for 
the chief Glory, as well 25 tlie greateſt bleſ- 
[mgot their (11 + ad the p23jle there are lo 
CX- 
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extream]y credulous,and the Przefts are (o ver 
Inſolent, that this has appeared of late in ſuc 
Inſtances, that if the Yiceroy of Naples, were 
not both a very extraordinary man, and moſt 
excelhvely eſteemed and beloved there, he 
could not have ſtood his ground in the Diſpute 
which is now on foot. and, of which tho all the 
Gaz-ttes make mention, yer I may perhaps 
tcil you ſome particulars, that may be new to 
vou, for I was in Naples while this matter was 
In 1ts greateſt hear. 

The bulineſs of the Eccleſtafical Immunities, 
1s cartici] ſo high herc, that the Gemeral of the 
Horſe, who is bv birth a Flemming, had almoſt 
felt it to his coſt ; there were two under him, 
that had quarrclled, but were made Friends 
| and one of theſe mecting the other ſome days 
afcer that, he embraced j 
of Friendſhip, but having a «eto in his hand, 
he managcd ir ſo fataly, that under all the ap- 
pearences of tender Embraces, he killed him 
out-right, and pieſently he rook Santtuarv in 
a Church, that was hard by ; the General hcar- 
| 11g of this, reſolved he would make an Exam- 
- of the Muratrer : but nor daring to drag 

1m out of the Church, he ſet aS:ntinel to the 
Doors, reckoning that hunger would foon 
force him to come out : and tho the Pryeſts 


that belonge to the Chick, carried him in_ 


ſome Proviſions, yet that could not {erve him 


| long. But the General was forced to _—_—_—_ 
| the 


im with all the ſhows 
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the Sentinels : for he was Informed, that an 
Fxcommuanication was coming out againſt | 
him, for diſturbing the devotions of thoſe | 
that went to the Church; and he knew that 1f | 
the Excommunication ſhould be once given | 
out, no body would {o much astalk with him 
or come near him after that: ſo he would not 
run that riſque : and this Aſaſiinate had a fair 
occaſion given him to make his eſcape : this 
was a good Eſlay of the Zeal for the Immunity 
of places. Another fell out about the ſame time 
near Leghorn, in which the ſacrednels of ex- 
empted perſons was aflerted in a manner that 
was no leſs (candalous; a Prie# was ſciſcd on, 
for a mcſt horrid Crime, cither a Rape or a 
Murder, | do not remember which : but he 
who had no mind to be taken, detended him- 
ſe}f ; and ſhot one of the $4118, upon which the 
reſt run away. So he apprehending that a 
ſtronger party would be ſent, that would be 
too hard for him, went and rctired into a 
Wood, with his Fulec; and ſome being ſent 


| tofhnd him our, he had ſhot ſix or ſeven of 
| them; yet after all the ſacred Character was 
| liketo jo 


ve this cxecrable man ; for while I 
was at Leghorn I was told that an Excommans- 
catwn was coming out, againſt al] that ſhould 
violate the Eccleftaſiical Inmmuntties in his 
Perſon: and no doubt the Great Duke will 
give way to this : for he is {o entirely deli- 


| Yered up to his Prieſis, and is become fo 


CX- 
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exceſhvely ſcrupulous, that to deliver himſelf 
from thoſe Troubles of Conſcience, which 


many things, inthe Adminiſtration of the Go- 


weriment arc apt to give him, he has found out 
an ca([y reccipt, which it all other Pr:aces can 
be bronght to follow, it will be very happy tor 
their Meaiſters. He then con{1ders, t hat the only 
lure way to be Innocent in the Cond uft of At. 
fairs, is not to know them ar all: bur to deyolve 
| ehem cnrtirely on his Mrixrdters, who do all, with- 
out ſo much as communicating matters to him. 

Burt the Yiceroy of Napels is not i@ very tra- 
Qable in thole matters, as appears by the vi- 
gour with which he has ſupported the ſecular 
Tr:buxal againſt the Invalions of the Eceleſuu- 
ſtical Court. That which gave the riſe to the 
diſpute, was a jute that was between a Lay 
w.47z aid a Ehurch-yian , betore 012E of the 
Judges of Naples, who decided in favour of 
the Layman; upon which it was pretended, 
that this was a Violation of the Inmuxtiitrs of 
the Church : forthe Fudge was Exrommunicated; 
And upon it no body would willingly appear 
before him, or ſo much 2s {pcak to him,ſo ter- 
rible a thing is that Thunder there : bur the 
[iceroy has ſhewed on this occaſion, that firm- 
nels that has appcared in al] his other Actions: 
and has alſo received Orders from Spa17 autho- 
riſinghim to keep his ground. t he Judge is 
not only maintained in what hc has done, but 


continues ſtill ro {it on the bexcb, all people are 
torced 


En EEERI A oor 


| the Afront : for he oxdered the Sir: that 
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forced to bring their cauſes before him ; & his 
Sentences are executed with reſolution. This 


' Contempt put on the Eccleftaſtical Cenſures 


by a Meniſter of Spatn, and ata time in which 
the Pope is{o much in their Tztereſts, 18a little 
Ext:aordinary. Bur the affront that the Yice- 
roy put O71 an Au4it;r of the Nuptto's, was 
yer much more proyoking, for it was managed 
with a particular care to make the Scorn very 
woundivg as well as it was publick. The Num- 
tro is believed to do il] Offices in this matter ; 
and his Awu4ttor was known tobe a man of Lz- 
berties; it was fond out that he went ofcen ro 
2 BoydeNo ; the Viceroy therefore gave order to 
watch him ſo carefully, that the Shir: ſhould 


be ſure to fmd him in ſuch circumſtances, as 


ſhould make his ſhame very Conſpicuous : ſo 
he was taken, and carried before the next 
fudge : the thing was laid betore hand, and the 
Judge refuſing to medle in it, the Shirita ſort 
of men like our Bazlffs) carried him to ano- 
ther, and fo made the round of all the Zudges 


| in Naples ; and every one of them refuſing to 


meddle with the Axartor, the Shrr: let him go, 
when the marter was made ſufficiently pub- 
lick, by their carrying him about to ſo ma- 
ny places. The Nuztzs complained of the Vio- 
lation of rhe Rights of a Publick Miniſter, &- 
pecially of {o {acred a one. But the Reparation 
that the [7ceroy Made, was a eeo—_— 
a 


taken 
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raken the Auditor, to be carried about all 
Naples with an Txſcription writ 1n Capital 
Lerrers, both on their Breaſts and on their 
Backs, mentioning the Crime for which 
they were thus lead about, which was thery 
having difturbed the Nuntio's Auditor 1n his 
a. 

Qu will cafily imagin that this was conſi- 
dered.at Rome as a moſt outrageous Afﬀeront ; 
and indeed the Pope has carried the matter of 
the Regale in France fo very far, that it is hard 
to tell ro what a depree this breach in Napels 
may be alſo carried: tor tho the Pepe 1s moſt 
excelliyely ignorant in all thoſe Marters, yet 
he has another Quzatity, that 1s the only thing 
that is great in him, and that would indeed 
become him very well, if he had a little more 
Knowledg to govern it: and that is, that he 
zs the nwilfulle man alive; and his temper is 
tearleſs enough to make him ſhut his Eyes up- 
on all Danger. 

It cannot be denied, but it 1s the Intereſt 
of the Pope, as he is a Temporal Prince, to be 
ot the ſide that is now the weakeſt, and that 
needs his ſupport the moſt : and theretore it 
is no wonder it he is fo favourable to the 
Crown of Spaiz, and the Houle of Audtri : 
bur atter all, his carrying the buſineſs of the 
Regale lo far, againit ſo greata King, and 


a King that has merited ſo much from that | 


Church, by his zcal againſt Hereticks, 1s 
{0mC- 
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ſomewhat unaccountable : After .all the Ha- 
yock, that has been made both by Prizes 
and Popes of the true Libertiesof the Church, 
and particularly atter that ſthametul Bargain 
that was made berween them in the Toxcor- 
date, it has a very ill grace to ſcea P3pe make 
this the ſubject ot fo great and {olong a Niſ- 
pute; and thar the tactious Clamours cf a 
few ill-natured and angry Preeſts, ſhould 
have bcen {o much Boro. 7 MP-1 as to inter- 
rupt the g50d underſtanding of the Cor7ts of 
the Vatican and Verſailles. All this flowed 
from the ill opinion that the Pope had of the 
Feſuites, which being known in Farce, the 
Janſeniſts thought 1t was high time for them 
to recommend rhemlclves to the C474 of 
Rome, in hoprs of mortitying the 7eſ utes : 
yet they could not with any decency carry 
the Papil Authortty hizh, after they hal 
with {0 much [OFcC hot ot realon and [oxry- 
ing, dep: efJe.1 it as they bad done : fo thev 
berook themſelves ro the Fatt thing that ot - 
fered it (elt; that they knew would be very 
acceptable in Rowe, which was tho aſſerting 


the Litertres of the (huh, ani the ditpu-+ 


| ting the Kings Impating the Rralrs ct the 


— — 


Reeale (thar is, the meai profts of Piſhopricks, 
and the C/llatryg ro Bentfices withovt Cure, 
during the Vacancy} «n the four ſouthern 
| Previnces of France. 1 will not lay more of 
' 4 marter that is lo well known, only I will ret 


VOu, 
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| you, what a Doffoy of the Sorvon laid to me 
| upon this (ubjeCt , I found he did not believe 
| the Pope's Authority rrorc than I did my elf; 
and ycthe was one of thoſe that indirectly op- 
poſed the Articles of the Clergy, and the con- 
demnation that was paft on the Biſhop of 
Strigont:a's Cenſure of thoſe Articles; for 
his Authority and Learning gave a great turn 
ro that matter: {o when I] ſecmed amaſcd at 
this, that a man of his Principles, had aQed 
as he had done upon that occal(ion, he cold me, 
he had no other Conſideration before him in 
that matter, but ro mortify the Clergy ef 
Fraxce, and to maintain the Dignity of the 
Sorbon. It was not long ſince that in the Dil- 
pute about ZJanſeninss matter, they had 
made the Pope not only Iyfa#;ble in matters 
of Right, but cf Fa: and now becauſe the 
Pope was not in the Jntereſts of France, the 
diſpute of [afallitzlhity, and of the Councils 
of Conftance and Bafil, were again {ct on toot; 
all which would be given up, and the Pope 
would be conſidered [pfabible to morrow, it 
he were once more in the Intercſts of Fraxce, & 
theClergy,whohad neither learning nor vertue, 
but made up all DefcCts, by a {laviſh Obſequi- 
ouſncls, would be then as forward ro magnify 
the Infallibilety, as they are now to deprels it. 

How far the Pope will embroil himſelf in 
thisncw bulineſs of the Framcheſes, 1 do not 


kuow: he has expreſſed a great ſtcadincſs in 
lt; 
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it; and the truth 1s, Rowe is now (o ſunk 
trom what it was, and the Frazchiſes are (0 
conſiderable a part of the City, that their 
being covered from the FExecurzon, both of 
Civil and Criminal F#ſtice, is a moſt horrible 
Diſorder : and it ſcems reaſonable enough, 
that as in all other Courts, there is nothing 
now under the Ambaſſadors Protection, bur 
chat which is within his Gates, ſo the ſame 
Regulation ſhould be made in Rome; where 
the extent of thole priviledged Places is very 
great : yet after all, it the French Ambaſſador, 
that is now on his way thither, has poſitive 
Orders to maintain them, and has mony c- 
nough to liſt men, if the matter goes on to a 
more obſtinate Diſpute; Ir will be no hard 
matter for him to raiſe ſuch a Revolt in Rome, 
that neicher the Popes Gaaras, nor thole in the 
Caſtle of St. Angelo, will be able to ſubduc 
it: and it this matter goes on lo far, the 
Frexch will very. probably cut off all Amnates, 
and find a ſhorter way of granting of B-l!s - 
within the Kingdoms. It is ſaid, that while ſome 
have repreſented the apparent Inconveniences 
of a Rupture with Fraxce to the Pope, and 
that he was in no condition to reſiſt that migh- 
ty Power : Hc anſwered, that he mould |af- 
fer Martyrdom in matntaining the Rights of 
St. Peter. It muſt be confeſſed, that there 
was ſomething in this ſaying that was 
more Magnanimaus, than prudent. And in- 

"k dce] 
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deed the Popes way of treating with Amr 
baſſadors, has ſomewhat in it that comes 
ncarcr the {implicity of the Fiſhermen, the 
more modern Politicks.:His dry Anſwer to 


—Ou Ambaſſador ot E. when he threatned him 


that he would leave Rowe, and go home, 
it he were not better uſed ; Ler e Padrone; 
You are Maſter of that as you fleaſez had an 
air in it that I ſhould have been much pleaſed 
with, it it had fallen on any other than on 
the King's Miniſter. 

His Conduct of the Revenue Is 4n unac- 
countable-rthing;z for it there is not a vaſt 
Treaſure laid up, or a moſt prodigious deal of 
ITealth (ecretly conveyed tro his Family, it is 
not to be imagined what has become of all 
that: ReTzenue that he has raiſed, in which the 
Income 1s ſo vaſtly difproportioned to rhe cx- 
peice. thatthe moſt prying men do not know 
what is become of it. The War with rhe 
Turks has not coſt him ſo much as 1s belicyed ; 
0: the contrary, many think that he has got 
by i:; and that the Taxes which he has laid 
0:1 the (Clergy of Ntaly amount tro more than he 
has laid out upon 1c: It 1s certain, it has not 
colt him very much. He retrenched all Ex- 
pences to {o great a degice, that even the pub- 
lick Charities were leflened : tor in Lext, there 
isa weekly Charity of a;Zulo, or a {ix pence, 
to all che poor thar come and ask it: and the 
por commonly brought their Childrcn with 

| c{1cM, 
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them, ſo that they got as many Juliw's as 
they brought Children z bur the Pope limired 
this, that no Charity ſhould be given to any 
under ſuch an Age; as I remember it was be- 
low ten vears cld. The Adminiſtration of che 
Revenue 1s indeed the only thing that he un- 
derſtands, and in which he cmploys a!l his 
thoughts: and it was belicycd, that the rrue 
Secret of the orcareſt number of the Carar- 
nals in the Jaſt Promtiin, was the Advartages 
that he made by the {alc of the Offces which 
they held, and that tell ro the Pope upon their 
Advancement; out of which it was thought 
that he yained above a Millop: and upon 
this I wilt te] you, what I have Ilcarned cor. 
cerning the averſion that two of the Cardinals, 
Tata and Rieer, exprelied to the Purple in the 
Promotion that was made five ycar apo; this 
was magnified in ſeveral Books, that were 
printed out of 1tuly, as ſomewhat that ſeemed 
to approach to the belt Ages of the Primitive 
Times, when men rctuſed to accept of fo 
great a Drgz1ty, that brought them within a 
ltep of the Su/ream Elevation: but the truth 
of this matter was, thev were both men of 
Forrſcore, and not like to live long; as they 
both dicd within a vear of their Preierment : 
they had very good implovments, which 
they had bought, and which by their accep- 
ting the Purple were to fail into the P3pes 
hands : betides that, the new Digaity was not 

p. ro 
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ro be centred upon without a great Expence: 
{> all this being conſidered, the vertue of re- 
fuſing ſo chargeable a Dzgmty, in men that 


were more concerncd for their Famzlres, than 


for that {mall remnant of lite that was before 
them, was not ſo very Extraordinarv. 

But ſince 1 am upon the dilcourle of prom- 
tirg of Cardinals, I willtell you a remarkable 


' Inſtance of a Prot, that I do not remem- 


ber ro have met with in any Book; and the Dig- 
nicv of the Per/oz and oft the Family deſcended 
from him makes me think it worth the rcla» 
tine ; and the rather becaule I had it fron no 
ordinary perſon, but trom one of the exaCteſt 
mcn in /Rome, and who has taken the greatek 
pains to be weil Inf-rmed in the Modern He 
flory. T had tcen ſeycral pictures of ( dire Far 
ne(e. for there are more than one of them in the 
Palciirina: lo I knowing nothing concerning 
ner, asked her ſtory, which in ſhort was this: 
that ſhe was P. Pal the Jad's Sift-r, and the 
pci/on to whom he owc. his Cardinals Caps 
and by Conſequence all that followed upon it, 
tho he rewarded her ill for it; for he $a 
both her and his Aetrer, tha: he might have 
all their Wealthz their Fathe7 was a poot 
man, that went abut {clling Sawrdges and 
{ach ſort of ſtuff. Clara was marricd young, 
and was ſoon a Hiddow; ſhe was a lovely wo- 
man, bur no Extraordinary beauty : her Þro- 
ther was bred to Letters, and was one of thole 


poor 


+ ble, 'o a Card:z.i!s Cip ro her Brother was 
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poor Churchmen, that was looking about on all 
hands where he might find a Patron ; when of a 
ſudden his Siſters charms and her artifices roge- 
ther raiſed him to a height, ro which he was far 
enoueh from pretending at that time. On a 
reat occalion Cl.rs Farnee was lo near P. A- 
Gs the Gth, and was fo much in his Eyc and 
in his thoughts, that he ordered one that was 
about i:11mn, to enquire who ſhe was, and where 
ſhe livea : In{trumenrs upon ſuch occ {10:15 are 
rever wanting to great Perſons: and notwith- 
ſanding the Popes great Age, yet his Vices 
hung till fo cloſe to him, that he could have 
no quict till Clara Farneje was brought him, 
She reſolved ro manage her {clt on this occa« 
fron, and to raiſe her price ali that was poſlt- 


. 


botl1 as'2d and oranted : a promiſe of it was 
male at leaſt. upon which ſhe came and atten- 
ded on the old leud Pope: yer when the next 
P;1:2tron came to bc in 2gitation, the Propoe 
fition ter Ablot Fermes was rejected bv Ceſar 
Borgti wich icorn ; he bad never been aflave to 
his word, and he had no mind that his Father 
ſhould cblerve it on this occation. 

The wav of a Prawotion is this, the Pope 
fertles the [ef of the Cardrnals, and writes 
down all their names in a papcr with his own 
hand; and in a Con/iſtory,when ail other buſineſs 
5 ended,he throws down the Paper on the Ta- 
ble, and ſavy's to the Cardinals, h.letis Fratres ;, 
F 4 vary 
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vs hate row jowie Brethien. One ct the Se- 
cretaries upon that takes up the Paper, and 
reads the Names aloud ; and the Shirrs are at 
the door, and as {oonas one 1s named.they run 
for 1t, to {ce who ſhall be able to carry the firſt 
news of it toth e party concerned. 

Upon this occalton, the Pope atter he had con- 
certed the Projzotian with his S0n, Writ down 
all the names. Clava Farnſe was in great appre- 
henftons for her Brotler, lo ſhe being to pals 
that night with the P, Þ* ric when the old 
man was laſt a{J-cp, an ica arched his Pockct,and 
found the Pajer, but her Brothers name was 
not i: it: then ſc ſer her (elf with great careto 
countcrteit the Pojes hazas; and writ her Bro- 
thers name the tilt in the Liſt: next mornivg 
ſhe kept the Pope as lone in bed as Was poſſ- 
ble; 111] word was bro:ghe him, that the Con- 
fiſto7y was ſer, and that the Carc1mals were all 
conc: for t.c reckoned that the Jels ume that 
the Pofe had tor being dreſt, there Was = 
I:{s Danger ot his looking into his Pafer 
without cyvcr cpctng it, he went 1nto pu 
Confifyy, and accor ding to Cuſtom, he threw 
down the liſt on the T able: but to the great 
{urp!11c ' him.and cf all that wcre upoi his 
Secrets, - firſt Name res was read, was that 
of At: : F, riej2; and it feems _ Pope 
thoup, he it better 1 let "Ya matter pa! s, than 
tw lufſer the rruc {ecrer of the buline(s to break 
Cut. It is well that the DoCtiine of the Inten- 
(10N, 
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xherwiſe here was a Nulli:y with a 
Witnel s. Thus begun that lons courſe of 
P, Puul the third) ercarneſs, who lived above 
5oyears a'ter this, and laid the Foundati n of 
the Family of Parma, which he law guite 
overthrown, his Son bei ng aflaſhnated in lis 
on time ; and both his Grazd children having 
revolred acainſt hum, which, as was belicv ed, 
precipirared his death, tho he was then Fo.1r- 
[core. 

Bur now return to the preſent Pope; {or [ 
have writ you a very loole fort of a Lerter, al 
made vp of ciorcfſicns. His averſion to the 
Order of the Fo uttes is very viſible; for he takes 
all occalions ro morti'y them ; and cy cry thing 
that is propoſed to him, thrives the wo: 1c 
for their ſakes, 1f he believes they are concer- 
nedin it; which was given by all at Roxze, as 
herruc reaſon of the cold uſage that the 42: 
baſadir of E. found there. Indeed the Pope 
is not fingular in the hard thoughts = 
he has of that Order | never ſaw an Indiftc- 
rent man in all Tray, that was of another mind : 
they do generally look upon them as a Cove- 
tous, Fraudulcnr, Intriguing, - and rurbalcne 
fort of people ; who can never bear quiet, vn- 
els they re1gn : who are men of no Morals + 
that will (t CK at nothing that mav raiſe tic 
\Wea'th a1:d Power of their Craer: an !-.at 
Rowe they donor lick to lay, that ajl ihe cn 
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Cerns of the Rowan Catholick Religio muſt 
needs miſcarry in E.becaule the Zejurtes are o 
much in credit there. And indeed the Extra- 
vagantly vain Letters that they write to Rowe 
out of Ezglayd, are ſich contextures of Le- 
gends, that ever (irce I ſaw them, I know what 
value I ought to put on their Letters that come 
from the Izdres and other remote Countrys ; 
for when thev rake {o great a Liberty when the 
Falſchcod is ſo calily found our, what muſt 
we think of the Relations that come from 
places at {uch a diſtance, that they way lic with 
more aſlurance and lels hazard of diſcovcry. 
The Letter that was writ ia Felruary laſt 
from Lge to the Zeſmtes at Friburg, of which 
to many (Copies were given, that 1t got to the 
Prefs at laſt, was a good Inſtance of their Va- 
nity, and of the {mall rega1d that they have 
to a r:zce, that hasas they give cur, ſo much 
for them. Their repreſenting the Krng, as 
ſo concerned in the Imtzreſts of their O-:ter ; 
that he c:/pouted chem all as if they were his 
own, that he was now become a Sy» of the 
Sxciety, and that he was received into a com- 
mYiication of the Merits ot the Orter, tho 
2 ſhare in thcir I rcalure upon Earth were a 
much more conſiderable thing, than of their 
Treaſure that 1s 1:vilible,) | heir letting out 
the Kings Zell tor tir Kelrgiom, in (uch high 
'rxerms, that they ſay þe is rdolved ty diea 
Martyr rather thai not to fucceed in h's de- 
{11 
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ſign of charging the Religion, and converting 
the Natiow : and this at a time when the King 
was declaring himiclt ſo much for Lzberty of 
Conictcnce : and their affirming that the Azig 
is become bigotred to 1o high a degree, as to 
refuſe to {utter a Prieſt ro kneel down and do 
the duty of a Sabjedt in killing his Hand, 
and to tell him, that he himſelf ought rather t9, 
kreel down, and to kiſs his Hands: all thei 
are {uch Extravagant ſtrains, that by the 
boldne(s of them 1t is Evident, that they were 
writ bya Zejuite, and my Copy came ro me 
from {0 good a hand, and ſo ncar thc ſource, 
that how many Falſchoods {oever may be 
inthat Letter, | Fink allure vou, It is no Im- 
poſture, but was really writ by thole of Liege. 

ina word, all the Rowaars have io very 111 
a 1 Opinion otghe Feſwurtes, that as ſoon as any 
piece of Newes comes from England, that 1s 
not tavoiirable to their Attairs, ore finds all, 
from the higheſt ro the lowelt, avrec in the 
lame ſh it reflection $ Thus it ft ever be, 
were tre Fejutes have ſuch a jhare tn the 
Con-ic:ls, A man long prattiiei in the Cout 
o. oe, told me, it was impottibic it cold te 
otherijle, for all the chick mcn of that Cr- 
dry ic kept teaching in their £49 (5, till, 
t:Cy are almolt forty years of age ; and by 
that imcans Pedantrv, a ditputattons ant 
Luyperic1is humour, and a pecvith litlencie 


1 


of {0111, becomes natural to them, io that © 
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Eminent man here ſaid ro me, 7t was Intoj- 
ſitle that matters cou'd gy better than they ad 
1a I. as lozg as the Morals an! the Pulituks 
of the Jeſuites, and the' Underſt..>.d nes and 
Courage of the Iriſh, were jo m ih re 
lie1on. 

Bur beſides all theſe General Confidera- 
tions, there are {ome things in the Conſtitu- 
tion of the Order of the Jeſuties that give 
thoſe at. Rowe realon enough ro be on their 
Guard again{t them. T here arc two things 
peculiar to this Urder that makes it very for- 
midable; the one 1s, that thole who have 
made the fourth »»w arc capable of no Vre- 
terment, unleſs it be to be Cararnals, and 
then they arc indeed capable of B:ſhopricks. 
" moſt cf the other Ord:rs, every man has his 

mn private Intercſt , and kis particular 
os ſo that they are not always looking 
atter the cor:cerns of their Ori{y. Buta 
Fejntte can receive no Honour but trom his 
Order, thereto re bg Conlecrates himlelt to 
it, an{ advances th © aka of the Sorrety 
with all potuble zcaRAnowing that there 
1s NO m way Ictc him to advance his own 
Intereſts, 1r this. So that Hope being one 
of the great Springs oft humanc Nature, a 
Zelnite, who hoprs tor nothing bur from his 
Order, muſt be exrreamiy © evorcd ro it. Be- 
{ides this, a 7eſnuite tears nothing but from 
his Order : They nave not a Cardinal Pro- 
tecior, 
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teflor, as the other Orders have, to whom 
an Appeal Jics from the jentcnce of the Ge- 
neral of the Order : bur the 7Zeſuites are a body 
mo:c ſhut up within themlelves; for rhe.. 
ſentence of the Gexeral 1s defnitive, and can 
never be reviewed, no Appeal lying from it: 
whenſocver a Pope comes that dares mortify 
them, he will open a way for Appeals, for 
till chat is done, the General of the Zeſwits Is 
the molt Ablulute and the moſt Arbitrary 
Soveraign that is 11 the World. 

All theſe things concur to Unite almoſt 
all the {cveral Tptereſls in Rome againſt this 
Socrety, which ver 1s ſtrong cnough to {up- 
port it ſelf againſt them all : they have the 
Miſſion gencrally in their hands ; for the Con- 
gregation de /'/ropaganla, pays a imall pen- 
ſton of 20 Crowns to all the Secular Priefis 
thatarc on the Nirſon, whereas the 7eſuttes 
bear the expences of their own Myrfſonaries 
ro whom thev allow an 109 C'rorps a year : 6 
ſo thoſe of the Propaganda bcing willing to be 
caled of a charge, accept of the Mrſſnartes 
thar the Zeſrres oftcr rhem : and they find 
their account in this. I heir Merſſwnaries arc 
powertully recommended, lo they are quickly 
received into Families, clpecially where there 
arc yeung children to be bred up, or Eſtates 
to be managcd : for in thele two lies their 
(trenoth : but they vever torger their Order, 
tor which thcy are as ſo many Þafors every 
WIC CS 
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where: and they draw vaſt Preſents trom al- 
places to the Houſe that returns them their 
Appointments ; whereas the poor Secular Prieſt 
muſt make a ſhift ro live out of the {mall al- 
lowance that he has from the Congregation 
de Propagande fide, and out of what he can 
raite by his Maſſes.. Therefore there is nothing 


that they deſire ſo much ; as to ſce Proteſtant 
Stat:s that givca Tolerance ro Popery, grow 
once {Oo wiſeas to ſhut outall the Regulars, and 


above all the Zeſurts ; and ro admit none but 
Secular Prieſts : tor the former, as they are 


ſo many Agents, to return all the wealth that 
they can pollibly draw together, to the boyje 
ro which they belong, to they are unitcd to- 
gether in one Body, under a molt ſtri&t O- 
bedicnce to their General, which may be as 
great a prejudice to the Peace an Security of 
a Country, as the other is to its Wealth and 
Abundance: on the other hand, . the Secular 
Prieſts are gencrally good naturcd men, who 
arc only {ubjett to their Brſbop, and that have 
no de{1gns upon the Government, nor the Con- 
cerns ot any Hiuje that 1s in Forreign Parts 
lying upon them : 1o that fince rthole cf tha! 
Communion have che tull excrciſc and all the 
Conſolation of thcir Religion from Secular 
Prieſts, even thoſe in Rome it iclt wonder at me 
Error of Proteſtant States, wh have not 
Learned long ago to mare this diftzrence in 
tic Tolcration that thcy allow: Ad mo_ 
16S 
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has been almoſt 59 ye;rs in the moſt refined 
prattices of the Court of Rowe, ſaid to me 
with a very ſcniible concern, how happy 
would we here rechon os/ ſerves, if we 
could hawe a Telcration of our Religion allow- 
ed in England, tho it were with an Eter- 
mal Exclufion of il Regulars and Feſwites ? and 
addcd, that it he ſaw good grounds for ma« 
king ir, he himiclt would go and carry the 
Propolition to tholc of the Propagar- 
aa. 

And now I am ſure, ] have rambled over 
agreat Variety of matter, and have made 
a ſhift to bring in to one place or other 
of this Fetter, a grcat many particulars, 
that I could have hardly brought out in an 
exattneſs of Method, without a much greas- . 
cr compals of words, and a preater \iifnels of 
form : bur I thought it was more natural, and 
by confequecuce, that it would be more accep- 
table to you, to make them follow one ano- 
ther, in an caſy and u:forced contexture. I 
have diicourled all thele matiers often over 
and over again fince I came into Ttaly: but 
| have read very little concerning them ; there- 
fore there may be many things here, that 
| mention becauſe they were new to me, 
that periaps arc no _nevcs to thole that arc 
muc!; more Learncd than my felt. I have told 
veu all that 1 could gwher upon theſe {ubs 
jects trom the witclt and worthic!t mon that 


] 
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I found here : I have writ of all matters 
treely - vou, becauſe I am ina Country 
where freedom of &il courſe, in matters of 
State Waters 1 is practiſed in its utmoſt 
CXICent. : 
| have yet matter for another long letter, 
in which the matters of Relig702 will have 
10 ſhare z tor I] will end all theſe in this: 
and therefore there is one piece of the Super- 
f1tion of Lombarav, that atte&ted me too len. 
ſibly, not to lead me to beſtow a ſevere cen- 
ſure upon it. I went through that Coun- 
try in Oftover and Newvem/er, and was often 
in great diſtreſs, becaule it was not poſlible 
to find a Glaſs of 1Vize, that coul be drunk, 
all being cither dead or ſour. Art Parma 
waited on an Eminent Perſon, and lamented 
to him the milery of Tratallers, fince no 
Fine was to be found that could be drunk: 
he told me, the Natit:'s felt this much more 
ſenſibly than Strangers did, with whom it 
was ſoon over, but they were condemned 
to ſuffer that everv year ; and tho he himſelt 
had Vineyards, that produced much more 
Wine than he could conſume, ver he could 
nvt be Maſter of a vood Glals of JH 7ze, for a 
great many Months of the vear ; fince all 
the people were poſletled with this Superſtttion, 
that it was Indilpen{abiy necellary to miX it 
with Jater in the C:sk, that by this means 
it drunk dead or jov/ tor lo great a part ot the 
year: 
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year : and all that could be ſaid could not beat 
this out of the heads of thoſe that drefled their 
of | Wine: buthe added, that the Preeſts, who con- 
oft | firmed the wulgar in this Conceit, had found, 
a Device to cxcuſe their own 1/1xe from this 
hard fate : for thev ſaid, it muſtneeds be kept 


top | 
na unmixed fince in the Sacrament the 11ne mult * 
iis. | be pure, and is then only ro be mixed with 
wr. | Water ; and thus in all their Cellars good 11/1722 
en. | to be found, where there is not a drop any 
1, | where elſe that can be drunk : one would think 
1n- | that this1s to abule the Weakneſs and Credu- 
een | lity of the People, a little too groſly, when 


ble | they condemn all the lazy to drink ill Haze, . 
whereas they themſelves drink it pure, which « 
is felr more ſcnſibly by the Lazty, than the 
ed | depriving them of the Chalice, and the en- 
proſling it to the Prieſt in the Sacrameprt. 


— 


| 
= Yet the Exciſe that is laid on the 1re in 
re | Florence, has taught the Inhabitants a point 
ir | of Wiſdem, that thoſe on the other fide of 
| | the Appentxs arc not capable of ; for the 


{| Exciſe being raiſed upon all their 1/42, the 
People who have no mind to pay Exci'e for 
1d | Water, keep their Wrze pure, fo perhaps 
lome ſich fcverity in the Government 1: 
I] CLonibardy, wav Jikewile refcrm them in this 
piece of ablu'd Syferſtiizon, which I tclt too 


a 


- {enfibly with all the cttets that naturally fol- 
x low the drinking of four Liquor, rot to inſiſt 
upon it with {ome more than ordinary cons 


> 


' (ern. 


But 
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But ſince I am upon the point, of the Ar 
that the Convents have to live eaſy, I will end 
this Letter with an account of a Ho:ſe, that 
was very Extraordinary, which I ſaw in my 
Way tO [raly thro' Bavaria, Etal, an Abby 


of Benedittines, that by its Foundation i | 


bound only to maintain an Abbort and 25 
A,nki. It was founded by Lens: Duke of 
Bavaria, that was Experir : the Building 
1s not anſwerable to the Endowment, which 
is ſo vaſt, that they keep a fable of 150 Horſe, 
which is indeed ene of the beſt in Germany, 
the Horſes are of great value, and well kept: 
they hunt perpecually, and live in as great au 
abundance of all things as the Dike of B«- 
va"s4 hianſelt can do; and yet_theſe are 
Religious Men, that are dead to the World. 

| cannot forget to rell you a very beau- 
tifally diverſified Pro/pet that we had at 
Burgo, alittle Town'in the Hills of Trept, as 
we looxed out at Window, we ſaw before 
us a lovely AMeadiw in all the Beauty and 
Pride of the Month of My : a little beyond 
that was a tiling Baxk; all covered over with 
Trees in their full Verdure : beyond that the 


ground riſes higher, and the Trees had not 


yet put out their Leaves, and things lookt 


dead and dry, as after Harveſt: and beyond that | 
there was 2 huge Hill, all covered on the top | 


with Snow : ſo that where we ſaw in one pro- 


ſpect all the ſea'ons of the Year : upon wag 
n 
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one of the Company made this Reflection, 
that if any Painter ſhould in one Lazaikep ; 
mix all theſe things, that were then in our 
Eye, he would be thought a Man of an I1rre- 
gular Fancy, whoſe deſigns did not agree with 
| Nature z and yet we had them all then before 


us. I will make no Excuſes nor Compliments: 
for thoſe things do not mend matters, and 
therefore I ſend you my fend you my Letrer,ſuch 
at it is, jutt as it as grown under my Pen :- 


and ſo Aten, 


—— 


—_— 
i 


a 


FOSTSCHKIEMRW 


[ find I have forgot to metition one very ex- 
travagant piece of Devo1ion, tO which | 
was a Witneſs at Roe, onthe 17th of 7aniary 
which is St. Anthony's day, that was the great 
Father of the Monaſtick Orders, whoſe Life 
is pretended ro be writ by St. Athaniſe; all Hor- 
ſe: and other Beaſts of Burden are believed ro 
de in an eſpecial manner under his Protection : 


and the Afonks of his Order, have a Houle 


{ near St. Maria Maggiore , thither all the Hor- 
| ſee, Milets and Aſſes of Rome, and all round 
| the City, are brought that day to the door of 


the Chircb, where ſome Aonks ſtand with 2 
Broom in Holy Water, and ſprinkle it upon 


them all : many Dogs and Lambs, a:d other 
favo- 
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favorite Ariy:als, are alſo brought to ſhare 
in this Aſperfiox : which is believed to have a 
moſt ſpecial vertue : the force of this hallow- 


Ing Is believed to be ſuch, that if any ſhould | 


fail to bring his Hor/es thither, all the Neigh- 
bourhood would look on thoſe that have no 
Portion in ict, 2s accurſed Azwmals, upon 
whom ſome unlucky Accident were hanging; 
which is ſo firmly believed, that none would 
hire a Horſe or a Miler, that had not been fo 
ſprinkled. So thac from the Popes Horſes 
down to the pooreſt Man in Rome, all are 
brought thither ; but this is not all, the pro- 


fitable part of this piece of Folly is, that every 


one brings a Preſent ; the richer ſort ſend 
Purſes of Aloney; ſome give great Wax- 
Lights, all ſtuck full of Teſt:ns (a piece of 
20 Pence ) the Poor bring either ſmaller pie- 
ces of Money, or Prefents of Wine, Oyl, 
Fread, or ſuch things as they can afford : but 
in a Word, no Man comes empty; fo that 
this is the Market-day of thole Monks, 1n 
which for ſame Gallons of Water and Salt, 
they pet more Preſents, than would ſerve 


to maintain them tor ſeven Years : they quick- 
necellary for 


: Iy ccnrert all that js not 
them into X/oncy ; and by this means they 
are vaſtly rich. When I ſaw all this, | 
could not but think that Men muſt beconit 


þ firſt Beaſts themielves, before things of this 


kind could: pals upon them - but {ſince I have 
added 


— 
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added this in a Poſt/cript, rather than give my 
ſelf the trouble ro make it come in pertinent- 
ly into my Lerter I will add another particular 
that is writ me from Rome the ſixth of Ofto- 


| ber 1687. 


| am told, that Men are now more puzled 
in their thoughts with Relation to the Buſineſs 
of Molino; than ever. It was viſible that his 
Abj,ration was only a pretcnded thing ; for 
jn effect he has abjured nothing : his party be- 
lieve, that they are very numerous, not only 
in Rowe, Italy, Spain, and France, and in all 
theſe parts of the World, but that they 
have many followers even in Anerica it ſelf; 


| one ſees now in almoſt al the Churches in 


Rome ſome of them Praying in Corners, with 
their Hands and Eyes litted up to Heaven, 
and all in Tears and Sighs;, which is no 
(mall Trouble to thoſe who thought they had 
quite routed them : but tind they are not fo 
much quaſht as it was thought they would 
have been by the mock Triumph that was 
made upon Aſfo/ino;, Nor do they believea 
word of thoſe Reports that are ſpread of his 


Leudneſs: they ſay, there was no Proof ever 


| brought of it ; and rhat there are many thou- 
| ſands in Kone of both Sexes, that converied 


' much with him, who have al pothible reaſon to 
conclude, that all thele Stories that were 
| given out concerning him, are impudent Ca- 
lunnies, fet about only to blaſt im and his 
. 08 
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Detrine : and the Truth is, this ſeems to be 
much confirmed by the Bf that condemns 
his Books, and his Def#rine; in which no 
mention is made of his il] Life and Hypecriſy, 

which had been very probably done if the 

matter had been well proved : ſince this would 
not only have ſatisfied People, with relation 
to hiny, but would have very much Confirm- 
ed the Accufations of thoſe horrid Opinion; 
that are laid to his Charge, Which had ap- 
peared with much more Evidence, if it had 
been found that his Lrfe had agreed with 
thoſe Tenets : for though it had not been a juſt. 
Inference to conclude him guilty of thoſe 
things, becauſe they were charged on him in 
the Buf, yet one may reckon it almoſt a ſure 
Inference, that he is not guilty of them,ſ1nce the 
Bll does not 'tax him for them. 


— 


A TFHIRD 


LEI IER> 


Concerming ſome of the 


STATES 


ITALY : 


And of their preſent Intereſt and 
Policy. 


S IR, 


' FF Threw into my former Letter, all thoſe 
J| general KefleFsons on the State of Re- 
ligion, and the Maxims of the Romans , 

| concerning it, thats I could gather 
together during my Stay at Reme. Now | 
quit that Subject, and ſhall at preſent 
En- 
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entertain you with ſome Political Obſervati- 


ons, Which will be fo much the more accepta- 
ble, becauſe I fancy they will be new to 
you. 

But before I go ſo far as Tray, I will give 
you an account of a very curious Selt-work, 
that ſawin my way to lUraly, at Sode near 
Francfort. It belongs to Mr. Malapert, and 
has been wrought above 66 Years; but the 
preſent Maſter of ir, as he is a Man of great 
worth, fo he is very ingenious, and has 


much perſected that, which was managed at a | 
much greater Expence before he undertook it. | 


There riles at the foot of ſome little Hills, 
which produce a very good Wine, a Spring 
of Water, that is ſo very little Brackiſh to the 
caſte, that one will hardly think it poſlible to 
fetch much Salt out of it; yet 1t has ſuch a 
taſte of Salt, that there was room for Induſtry 


to prepare this Water, ſo that without {uch an | 


expence in Fire as ſhould eat out the profit, 
it might turn to a good account; which Mr. 


Malapert ſeems to have carried as far as |S | 
The Meadow that lies in the Levil 
is impregnate with Sat: | 
but Salc is that 


poſſible. 
with this Sprz:g, 
Jron, Nutre and Sulphur : 
which prevails : Fsrſ# then, a Pump is put up- 
on this Spring, which is managed by a Water- 
mill, and throws up the Water about fifteen 


i Foothigh ; and then it goes by a Pipe into 
! vaſt Machine:, that are made to receive it. | 


T here 
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There ls a great picce of ground Incloſed, 
in which there are 24 valt Cheſts or C:iterns for 
the Water, in two ſtorzes, 12 In a Story, the 
one juſt over the other ; they are about ſeventy 
foot long, twelve broad and two deep; over 
every one of theſe, there is a roof of boards, 
ſupported by wooden Pillars, of 12 foot high 3 
which covers them from Rain-water, but yet 
the water within them 1s in a full expoſition 
to the Sun 3 thoſe roofs are hung with ſtraw, 


| upon which ſome that manage the work, are 
| often throwing up the Water, ſo that a great 


deal of the phlegme is imbibed by. the Straw, 
and the more fixed parts fall down : according 
to the heat of the Seaſon, this Evaporation of 
the watry parts, goes quicker or ſlawer ; there 
sa Gare, by which they Weigh the Water, 
and ſo they know how the Evaporation ad- 
vances ; it 1s of Szver ;, and is ſo made, that 
according to the weight of the Water, it {inks 
Init to ſuch a depth; & ſo by the degrees markt 


upon it, they know how heavy the Warer is : 
| according then to the heat of the ſeaſon, and 
the progreſs of the Evaporation, they let the 
' Water our of one Ciſtern into another, by a 


ppe,and when it has palt thro the 12 that are in 
the upper ſtory, then it is conveyed down by 
P;pes into the 12 that are below, and in them 
al they continue ſtill to throw up the water 


| upon the Withs of Straw. that are over head. 


In a word, this Evaporation diſcharges the 
G Water 
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Water of ſo much of its Phlegm, that the ſame 
quantity of water, that weighed once ounce 
when it was drawn from the Spring, weighs 
ſix ounces in this laſt Cheſt : and all this rol- 
ling about of the Water from Cheſt to Chelt 
laſts ſometimes not above twenty days ; but 
if the ſeaſon is only moderately hot, it will be 
Jonger a doing ; ſometimes it will not be done 
ina months time : after that the Water is 
brought to a very conſiderable degree of Salt. 
neſs, it is conveyed Into two great Cauldron, 
that are 13 foot long, 10 broad, and 3 ; deep; 
under which there are vaſt Furnaces, where in 
a moſt violent Fire of 11 or 12 hours continu- 
ance the Water receives its lalt Evaporation; 
and when that is done, the Salt which 1s be- 
come thick, but is ſtill moiſt, is taken up in 
Baskets of Willows,and plac'd 2bout the Wall 


of the Furnace; and ſo the humidity that re- | 
mains in it, drops out, and is brought to its | 
laſt degree of perfeftion : out of it a Tithe is | 


paid, of which the Eleftor of Merrs has one 


—— 


balf, and the City of Francford the other. This | 
Salt is exceeding, good, & pleaſant to the taſt. | 
It is much ſolider, and more like the Portugat | 


Salt, than like our Newcaſtle Salt. It ſerveth 


very well all the uſes of the Kitchen, and 
T able : but it has not ſtrength enough topre- 


ſerve things long. There are valt quantr | 


ties made of it in hot and dry Summers : for 


* the Chefts are always kept full : and thus all 
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Franconia is furniſhed with Salt of its own 


produCtion at very moderate rates; for there 


1s ſo greata lcſleningof the Expence of the 
Fire by this conveyance of the Water through 
ſo many Cheſts, that it is affordcd very cheap. 
This I thought deſerved well that I ſhould 
interrupt the earneſtneſs in which you may 
be, to hear what I have to telt you concern- 
ing /taly , fo that I hope ycu will not be ill 
pleaſed with it, eſpecially if your curioſity af- 
ter the Hiſtory of Nature ts as great as It was. 

| now go over in one ſtep all the Zourney 
that I made from hence to Jraly, which 1s cer- 
tainly the higheſt ſituated Country in Exrope- 
For as the Rhine and Danube, that riſe in the 
Alpes, and run down to the Ocean and the 
Euxine, ſhewes you that all that Tract of 
ground to thoſe Seas is a conſtant deſcent ; 
ſo when one comes to the Alps, either on the 


| French or on the German ſide, he 1s a great 
| many d2ys In climbing up thoſe vaſt Ao:n- 


tains, but the deſcent on the Jralian fide is 


| very inconfiderable, This appears yet more 
| fenſ;ble when one comes from 7wrin, where. 
' the aſcent up Meunt Senice 1s byt a work of 


| afew hours: and yet from the height of that 


Hill, one is in a conltant deſcent til] he comes 
to L10ns, I will not carry you about 7raly, tn 


' tell you the remarkable things that are there, 
bot will only tz|l you ſome particulars thar 


made the greateſt Impreſiion on my {elf, and 
G -2 which 
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which were not ſeen by Dr. Burner. 

In my way from Parma to Mantua, I paſt at 
G auſtale, whichis half way between them, 18 
miles diſtant from both ; where I ſaw a ſcene 
that ſurprized me. This Town is ſcituated on 


the ſouthſide of the Po,at half a miles diſtance | 


from it : It was a conſiderable branch of the 
Territory of Mantua,that was given off to one 
of the Cadets of that Family, and was ſettled in 
an intail to the Heir Hale. The beſt part of 
the Revenue of this ſmall Prencepality, was a 
Duty that was payed for all Aerchand;ſes that 
went or came upon the Po, which when the 
Trade of Jtaly was in a more flouriſhing condi- 
tion than it is at preſent, was farmed for above 
threeſcore thouſand Crowns. The ſituation 
of this place makes it yet much more conlide- 
rable than it is in it ſelf; for as it lies in the 
neighbourhood of the Principalities of Parma 
and Modena, and is not far from the Popes 
Territory, ſo if this place is Maſter of the Po, 
by croſling it, the detachments that may be 
ſent out from it are notonly in the Territory 
of Mantra, but they may be allo in a very few 


hours both in the Milaneſe and in the Yere-, 


t:an Dominion; ſo that Gaſtale in ſome reſpect 
may be eſteemed the Center of all the States of 
Lombardy. The Duke of Mantua married 
the Daughter of laſt Duke of Gauftale, 
who died in the year 1680. and his Nephew 
D.n Yeſpaſiano Gonzaga, who was then 1 


the | 


n 1n 
the 


- | polleſſion. 
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the Spaniſh ſervice, was acknowledged to be 
his undoubted Herr : ſo he came & took peace- 
able polleſſion of his Datchy: He was ex- 
treamly much beloved by his Sabjetts, and 
thought bimſelf at quiet in the enjoyment of 
his new Dignity: but all this was ſoon over- 
turned ; for one came to him from the Conre 
of France, to let him know, that that Great 
King could not be wanting to his Ally the' 
Duke of Mantaa, to whom Garftale be- 
longed of right, his Dutcheſs being the 
Daughter and Heer of the late Duke, and that 
therefore ſince he had uſurped the juſt right 
of another, the French King warned him, that 
if he did not withdraw of his own accord, he 
would give order to put the D. of fantra in 
It was to:no purpoſe to argue: 
againſt all this, and to ſhew the Meſſenger 
that Gauſtale was a Fee intailed on the Hezr 
Male, of which there had never been the leaſt 
diſpute : But reaſons taken from the equity 
of the thing, are ſeldom thought ' ſtrong 
enough to hold the ballance againſt reaſons 
of State : ſo the poor Prince being in no con- 


-| dition to reſiſt ſo powerful an Enemy, was: 


forced to abandon his Right, and to with- 
draw, and he was again entertained by the 
Spaniards, For tho there was a fort of a For-- 
tificatzon caſt about Gauftale 5o or 60 year 
ago, yet as that was at beſt an inconſidera- 


| ble defcnce, ſo even that was now quite rui- 


ned 
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ned. Upon his retiring there came a detack- 
ment of 300 Men from Cafſale,who took poſ- 
{ciiion of Gzaſtale, and continue there to this 
day : but this had been no great matter, if jt 
had not gone further : ſome years paſled 
| after the new Duke was driven away before 
the true delignof this matter appeared. The 
world was firlt to be laid to [leep. The Town 
it ſelf is coinpoſed of about {ix or ſeven thoy- 
ſand Inhabitants ;, and ſo the ſmall Garriſon in 
at ſeemed of no great Conſequence, and was 
rather au Advantage than a prejidice to the 
Town ; they were kept in very good order,ard 
they payed puncually for every thing that 
they called for:only they brought the place in- 
to the Method of a Garri/on,for all muſt come 
1n and go out of the Town only at one Gate. 
But ia the beginning of the year 1686. the 
myſtery of this matter begun to appear : for 
Mr. du Pleſſis, a French Engineer , came 
thither, under the pretence of repairing the 
old Fortefications,and deſigned a Noble and a 
Reguler Fortrfication : It 1s to be a Hexagone, 
with all necelſary Out-works ; and there ls a 
great Splanade that 1s to be made round the 


place,and all the houſes or trees that are with- | 


in a conliderable diltance are to be beat 
down. In a word,the detign 1+ great, and will 
be executed in all the exactneſs of the modern 
Forcification ; ſo that the advantage of the 
ſunation , will make it the moſt __ 
place 
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Place of Jraly, and that which will bridle all 
Lombardy, and be able toput it all under Con- 
tribution upon every occaſion. The Works 
were begun in April 1686,and ever iince they 
have kept 400 Men conſtantly at work, upon 
the pay of a Julio a day : another year wil go 
near to finiſh it. And yet tho here the juſteſt- 
ground poſlible is given to alarm all Jtaly, 
none ſeems to be ſo much as concerned at It. 
The Yenetiais, that have at all other time, 
valued their {elves upon their proſpect of dan- 
ger, even at the greateſt diſtance, either do 
not ſee this, or dare not own their Fear. It 
Is true, all this is carried on in the Name of 
the D. of 4axntua : but it 1s as certain that 
tho it lies ſo near him, he has never been at 
the pains to go and ſee it : It has never been 
{omuch as once conſidered by his Connc:l; -nor 
is his Revenie in ſuch a condition as to bear 
ſuch an encreaſe of Expence : and yet it palles 
among the People there, that this 15 a great 
ſtrength, that is to be made to keep the French 
out of Tealy ;, and ſome Prieſts that are corrup- 
ted to ſerve the French Interefts promote this 
Fiction. If the Yenetians look on till this is ft- 


| niſhed, they will do very well ro aſſure them- 


ſelves of their new Conqueſts in the /forea, 
for their Antient Ones in the Terra firma of 

Itey will probably fail chem very quickly. 
All thoſe cf the Territory, who know well 
that their Princes Naine is only made uſe of, 
& 4 for 
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for the fort:fying this place, look on with 
great regret, while they ſee a Work advan- 
cing fo faſt,that istobe a Citade! upon all their 
Country: of which an Ancient Perſon of Ona- 
tity, that is there, ſpoke to me with ſo much 
fecling, that he could hardly forbear weeping, 
when he ſhewed me that Yoke of Slavery un- 
der which they were falling. I ſaw, during 
my ſtay in Martua,how much all the ſenſible 
people there,are concerned to ſee their Prence 
deliver himſelf up ſo blindly tothe French In. 
zereſts : they told me, that ſince his Childhood 
he has been ſo beſet with the Inffruments and 
Agents of that Cort, that his Inclinations for 
them are become as another nature in him : he 
was not out of Childhood, when almoſt all 
his Domeſticks, and his Maſters, both for Lan- 
guages and Armes, were furniſhed him from 
thence. His putting Caſale in the hands of 
that Menarch, was one good Evidence, and 
now the buſineſs of Ganſtale is another, to 


fhew that they have gained ſuch an Aſcendant | 
over his Spirit, and have inſinuated them- | 
ſelves ſo much into him, in all thoſe fatal | 


Hours of Liberty which he allows himſelf,that 


It is not thought he will ſtick at any thing that | 


they demand of him, unleſs it be at his own 
Poing, irto France; to which he has been 
much ſolicited : but it is not ſo much as doubt- 


ed, that if he goes once Into that Country, | 


he will never come out of it again. So he 1s 
not 
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not like to be wrought on ſo far; and if it © | 
were not for ſome ſuch apprehenſion, it is {| 
like enough that he might undertake the 
Journey ;. for he does not love ſtaying in his 
Principality {o well, but takes pleaſure to 
ramble about ; and he deveſts himſelf often 
of the Ceremonies of his Greatneſs, that ſo he 
may take a freer career in thoſe Exercs- 
ſes, that he loves better than his Afairs : 
and a Prince, whoſe Revenue is none of the 
greateſt,and whoſe expence 1s often Irregular, 
who has an active Envoy always near him, 
and who is ever ready to furniſh him: with 
Money,fails naturally into a-great dependance- 
on that Court. 

Of this a very Extraordinary Inſtance ap- 
peared not long ago, in the Diſgrace of he 
Marquiſles of Canmofſe and Pallets : the firlt 
of th-ſe is his Kinſman, and has ſerved him 
now for many years, with as much Fide- 
lity as Aﬀection ;, the ſecond was Captain of 
bis Guards, and Governour of the Caſtle of 
Mantua which commands the Town. Theſe 
then had the Courage as well as the Fidelity, 
to lay before him the Ruin that he was like: 
to-bring upon himſelf as well as upon all /caly, 
by delivering himſelf up ſo intirely to the. 
French Councils, and by putting them firſt 
in poſſeſſion of G#aſtale, and now ſuffering 
then to Fortify it , which was 1n. effect the 
delivering up of his Principality, and . of all 
ales G 5 Ins 
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his Peozle to them ; who looked upon them- 
ſelves as brought already under a Forreign 
Yoke : they alſo repreſented to him the dan- 
ger of having almoſt no other Domeſticks but 
Frenchmen about him , who were all as fo 
many Spies upon him, and upon all that were 
near him, and that were very exact in giving 
the French Envoy Mr. Baumbeau an account 
ofevery thing that heeither ſaid or did. Theſe 
Demonſtrances made ſome Impreſlions on the 
Dake, and he promiſed to them to find ont 
an effectuall Remedy to all thoſe Evils : 
But this was not a ſecret very long ; Money 
and Sprzes find ontevery thing ; and it is poſlible 
that they who gave the Duke theſe faithful 
Advices might have been engaged to it, either 


ee EE es rn btn 


by ſome Inſtruments of the Court of Spain, 


or of the Republick of Yemce : yet the truth 
of this is not known, but the French Envoy 
made a ſhift to charge them ſo heavily, that 
he got them both to be made cloſe Priſoners ;, 
in this condition they were when I was at 
Aſantua, and no body durſt fo much as men- 
' tion their Names ,, much leſs Interpoſe for 
them. 

All the Prances of Italy are as Abſolute 


in their own Dommions, and as much de- | 


hvered from all the bonds of Law, as ſome 
greater Kings are,ſo their ſubj-&- are at their 
Mercy, both for their L:ives, Lebertics, and 
Eftaves ; and his is thax from which one = 
=» | 02) 
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take a ſure meaſure of the weakneſs of Utaly. 
Subjeits that retain {till all the due liberties of 
humane nature, and that are not under an 
Arbitrary but a Legal Government, fight for 
themſelves, as well as tor their Prence ;, but if 
they are already as mi:erable as they can be, 
ſo that a chanze may perhaps put them in a 
better condition, bur can hardly put them in 
a worſe, they will not much concern them-- 
ſelves in their Prences Quarrel, ſince they only 
fight for the continuance, if not- for the en- 
creaſe of their Slavery. | 
But now to return to the Duke of Mantra, , 
the French Envoy has - lince that time ftuck. 
cloſ:r to him than ever ; he indeed walts - 
always on him, ſometimes acting like an Offcer- 
of his Houſhold, and at other times like the 
Governour of his Perſon : he made the tour of - 
Jtaly with him this year, and waited ion him 
to Aillan, Genoa ,, Florence, Rome, Naples- 
and Venice, where they pailed the Carnaval! 
together : and he took a molt particular care - 
that the Duke ſhould meer with”: none ta all. 
thoſe places, that might op2n his eyes, to - 
let him fee the Ruin that he is bringing upon 
himſelf ; yer after all, one of his Secrecarzes; 
bad ſtill the Integrity and Covrrge to give : 
him ſuch faithful Counſeis, as had becn fatabi 
to others : yet the Dake uled him beter than - 
he had done the two 41arquerſſes - tor tho the : 
French . Spies diſcovered. him likewiſe, ver, 
notking? 
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nothing could be done to hurt him in the 
Dukes good opinion, therefore it was reſolved 
tO take another method to tear ſo dangerous 
a man from him}; ſo he being ſent to negotiate 
ſome buſineſs at the Court of Turin, was often 
kavited to go a Hunting, which he reſiſted for 
a great while , tho the French Ambaſſadour 
preiled him much to it ; at laſt he was over- 
come, but his ſport was fatal to him ; for he 
was ſeiſed on, and carricd by a ſmall Party 
ſent from P#gnarol as is believed. In ſhort, 
he 1s inthe hands of the French, and it is ſaid 
in /taly,that he 1s clapt up in St. Margarite one 
of the little INaxds in the Mediterranean Sea. 
[This matter was at firſt highly reſented by 
the Dxke, but a little time will fhew whether 
the carelles of the Cours of France can ſoften 
him in this matter or not; for if they can lay 
him aſleep after ſuch an Attempt, then all 
perſons will conclude that he is ſo much in 
their power, that none will dare to run 
the hazard of undeceiving him any more. 
Fhofe in the Mountferrat feel what a Neigh- 
dour Caſfal is to them ;, that Imperious way 
of proceeding, without having any great re- 
pard to Juſtice, or to Contracts and- Agree- 
ments, that is practiſed in France, begins to 
be felt here likewiſe : of which many ſmaller 
Inſtances were given me, but I will tell you 
two that were more remarkable ; when the 
G arrijoz was firſt ſetled in Caſſa!, OE the 
| wy 
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Montferrat held the priceof their Corn ſo high, 
that it was hard to furniſh the Garri/or with 
Bread : ſo ſome of Piedmont undertook to ſup- 
ply them for two years at 21 Livers the Ra- 
tion ,, and the bargain being made, they 
bought in great ſtores, and ſo they quickly 
filled their Granaries : upon this ſome in the 
Mountferrat came and offered to ſerve the 
Garriſon at 14 Levers the Ration, upon which 
the other bargain tho made as fure as any ſuch 
contract can poſlibly be made, was broke, 
and the undertakers was ruined by it. The 
other ſtory was, that in order to the buikding 
the F ortificati ons. ſome Aaſons made a bargain 
at 32 Livers ſuch a meaſure: ſothey brought 
together a great number of Workmen, and 
were at work ; when others came and offer? d 
to perform the work at 28 Levers, for which 
the others had 32 Zewrrs, only they demand- 
ed a conſiderable advance ; ſo the firit Bar- 
gain was preſently broken;to the great loſs of 
the Undertakers:but the 24 Undertakers,that 
had Mony advanced them, found they had 
made a Bargain that was too hard for them to 
execute, ſo they ran away with the Mony, 
to the great joy of the Country. He that 
told me this, ſaid, that perhaps it ſurpriſed the 
Italians, who were not yet acquainted with 
ſach things ; but nothing of that kind would 
kem extraordinary in France, which was {0 


much accuſtomed to ſuch a way of proceeding 
| that 
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that he gave me a particular account of ſo 
many, that he had reaſon to know well, as 
would fill a Book : but that which touched 
him moſt ſenſibly,was the Fonds that was made 
for an Eaſt-Inaia Company, to which the King 
gave in three Millions, with this poſitive 
Aſſurance, that all the Loſſes and Dammage 
of the Company ſhould fall on that Srock, This 
was a great encouragement to draw in men,to 
put 4oxey into the itock,and the Cour: ſet on 
the Project wich ſo much Zeal; that Letters 
were Writ to all the great Bodies and Towns 
of France, that were conſidered rather as 
Commands than Delires : yet after all were 


engaged,. upon the firlt occaſion the Kings: 


three 44i[ons were taken out of the ſtock, 
and the reſt were left to ſhift for themſelves. 

But 1 mult her2 give you an account of a 
very Extraordinary Tranſaction in the Coure 
of Turin, which 1s likewiſe thought an effect 
of the Authority that the Councils of France 
have likewiſe there. The Marquis de P:ancſſe 
the ſor of him that ſet on the Maſſacre of the 
Proteſtants inthe Valleys of Predvwnt 34 ycars 
ago was 1n great fayour with the late Duke 
O 


S.avcy, bat the war of Genoa miſcarried 10- 


in his hands in the year 1672, that the D»kg 
could never torgive him that matrer;of which 
the Reſentments were ſo quick when he 
died, that he left a charge on Adadame Royale, 
never to forgi.e himy nor to Imwploy 


hip: 
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him : he upon -his Diſgrace retired into 
France,and was fo well entertained there,that. 
he had Intereſt enough to procure a Recom- 
mendation from the Kg to the Dutcheſs of 
Savoy in his favour;but her Excuſe was fo rea- 
ſonable, being founded on the Orders ſhe 
had received from the Dake on his Deathbed, 
that there was no reply to be madse to it : yet 


| afterwards a Nephew of his,the Count Maſſin, 


was ſo happy in the Dutcheſſes favour, that he 
found he only wanted a Head as able as his 
Uncles was to ſupport him in that credit which 
her favour gave him : and he was ſo much in 


| the good graces of Mad. Royale, that he at laſt 


prevailed with her to bring his Vzcle into the 
chief Awmnſtry, he being certainly one of the 
ableſt men that belongs to that Corrr ; and the 
pretence tound to bring this about decently, 
was, that the Durcheſſe did ſecretly intimate 
to the Conrrt of Frazie, that ſhe found it ne- 
ceſſary to 1mploy the Marq. de Pzanefſe, and 
ther fore ſhe delired that the King would renew 
his Recommendation of him,. which being 
done, he was received into the Miniftry, and 
had the chief ſtroke in all Aﬀairs : he placed 
another of his Nephews about the Dake, and 
ſupported him ſo, that he got very far in his 
favour : ſo Mr. de P:anefſe obſerving great 
Diſorders in the Government, and agreat and: 
uſeleſs Conſumption of the Revenxe, he In- 
ſtructed his Nephew that was about the m 
0 
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fo well, that he entertained the young Dake 
often upon theſe heads, who was not then 
15 years o/d: he ſhewed him how his Country 
Was ruined by his others 11 conduct , and 
was always ſuggeiting to him the Necellity 
of his aſſuming the Government, and putting 
an end to his Mothers Regency, which is a 
diſcourſe to which all Perſons of that Age 
have ſuch a natural Inclination, that it was 
no wonder if both Uncle and Nephew came 
to believe that the Duke hearkned to the Pro- 
polition : but the Dake thought it too hardy 
a thing ro venture on ir, without conſulting 
it with ſome wiſer heads ; upon which Mr. 
ae Pianefſes Nephew told him, that he would 
bring his Vzcle to him, who would conduct 
the matter for him;for tho he had great obli- 
gations to Madam Royale, yet his Fidelity 
to his Prince, and his Aﬀection to his Country, 
overcame them all. This was a great fur- 
priſe to the Duke, who looked on Mr. dz 
Pianefſe as the perſon in the World, that 
was the moſt obliged to his Mother, and 
that was the moſt in her Intereſts - and it was 
believed that the prejudice which this gave 
him, blaſted this whole Deſign : yet he gave 
him ſeveral Audiences in ſecret, and had 
concerted with him the whole method, both 
of aſlumiug and managing the Government : 
which was carried on ſo ſecretly, that there 


was-20- ſuſpicion of the matter, till the - 
: (on 
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before it was to break out, and that the Dake 
was to withdraw himſelf from his orher : 
but then it was diſcovered, and the Dake to 
reconcile himſelf to his Adorher, ſacrificed 
the Marg. de Pianeſſe to her reſentments : 
he was not only Diſgraced, and put in Pri- 
ſon, but his Proceſs was made before the 
Court of Parliament of Chambery, for ha- 
ving endeavoured to throw the Government 
into a Confuſion, by ſowing of Diviſion be- 
tween the Duke and his /fother : yet he defen- 
ded himſelf ſo well, that he was acquitted, but 
he continues ſtill a Prifoner : upon his Diſ- 
race, there was none that durſt oppoſe him- 
elf to Mad.Royale, or offer any advices to the 
Dake, {o that the Court of Turin was as abſo- 
Jutely governed by the DireCtions that were 
ſent from the Court of France, as if the one 
_ been the Yaſſal, if not the Sabjet? to the 
Ootner. 

I will not proſecute this Diſcourſe to tell 
you that which all Exrope knows, of the de- 
ſigned Match with the /nfantaof Portugal, by 
which Savoy and Piedmont would have un- 
doubtedly fallen into the hands of the French. 
The breaking of this, and the Dukes being 
Porſoned, as well as his Father had been, tho 
his youth carticd him thro it, are things too 
well kuown, for you to be ignorant of them. 
It is true, thoſe who pozſoned the prefent 
Dike, have not becn yet diſcovered and pu- 
nithed, 
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iſhed, as thoſe were who poyſoned his Fa. 
ther, While I was at Turin, there was a 
Diſcourſe, that the Duke was reflecting on 
the wiſe Advices that Mr. De Pianeſſe had 
_ him. and that he intended not only to 
ring him out of Priſon, but to reccive him 
again into the 75nmftry, which is confirmed 
to me lince I left thoſe Parts. There is no- 


thing more vilible, than that the Dakes of | 


Savoy have ſunk extrcamly in this Age, 
from the figure which they made in the /a#, 
and how much ſoever they may have raiſed 
their T:tular Dignity, in having the Title 
of Royal Higneſs given them, they have loſt 
as much in the Figure, that they made in the 
Aﬀairs of Emrope;, and it is now almoſt too 
late to think of a Remedy : for Pignerol and 
Cafſal are too very inconventent Neighbours. 
T he truth is, the Vanity of this Tz/e, and the 
expenceful humour that their late Marria- 
ges with France has ſprcd among them, have 
undone them, for inſtead of keeping good 
Troops and itroug Places, all the Revenue 
goes to the keeping up of the Magnih- 
cence of the Conrt ; which 13 indeed very 
ſplend:d. 

| will not ingage in a Relation of this laſt 
Afair of the Valleys of Piedmont ; for I could 
not find Particulars enough, to give you that 
ſo diſtintly as you may perhaps deſire it. It 


was all over, long before I came to —_— 
ut 
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but this 1 found, that all the Court there were 
aſhamed of the matter : and they took pains 
upon Strangers, not without ſome aftectation, 
to convince them that the Duke was very hard- 
ly drawn to it: that he vas long preſled to it 
by the repeated Inſtances from the Court of 
France ; that he excuſed it, repreſenting to 
the Court of France the conſtant Fidelity of 


| thoſe People ever ſince the laſt Edift of Paci- 


fication, and their great Induſtry, 1ſo that 

they were the profitableſt Subjects that the. 
Duke had, and that the Body of Men which 
they had given his Father inthe laſt War with 
Genoa, had done great Service ; for it ſaved 
the whole Army : but all theſe Excuſes were 
without effeCt ; for the Conrt of France having 
broken its own Faith, that had been given to 
Hereticks, and in that ſhewed how true a 
reſpect it pays to the Conncil of Conſtance, had 
a mind to engage other Princes to follow this 
new Pattern of Fidelity that it ſet the World : 
fo the Duke was not only prelled to extirpate 
the Hereticks of thoſe Valleys 5 but this 


| Threatning was added, that if he would not 
| doit, the King would ſend his own Troops to 


extirpate Hereſy 3 for he would not only not 
ſuffer it in his own Kingdom, but would-even 
drive it out of his Nezghbexrhood, He who 
to:d me all this, knowing of what Countrey [ 
was, added, that perhaps he would within a 
little while ſend the like Meſſages to ſome 0- 
thers of his Neighbours. But 
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But to return to the expence that 1s made 
in the Court of Turin, I cannot forget a Dif- 
courſe that I had on this ſubje& with a German, 
that wasa man of very good ſenſe: he told me, 
that nothing ruined the Empire ſo much, as 
the great Magnificencc which all the Prizces 
affected to keep up in their Corrts ;, and the 
Luxury in which they begun to live, which 
had much corrupted the Antient Simplicity 
and Gallantry of that great and Warlike 
Nation. Not only the Nobility, but their very 
Princes travel into France ;, and are ſo much 
taken with the Splendor & Loxury that they 
ſee there, that they return home quite ſpoiled 
with the ill Impreſſions that this makes on 
them. They carry home with them French- 
Cooks, and all the Contrivances of Pleaſure 
that are ſo much ſtudied there, for the vitia- 
ting the Minds of their Countreymen - and by a 
vaſt Expence, they not =—y exhauſt their 
Revenne, and ruine their Subjefts, but they 
| become ſoliable to Corruption, that if their 
Income at home cannot ſupport their charge, 
both their Princes and their /4miſters are re- 
duced, as it were to the neceſſity of taking 
Penſions, from thoſe whoſe Inſtruments h:.-e 
ſet on this Luxury, and whoſe Penſions will 
ſtill ſupport it, till the Germars are ſufh- 
ciently enervated by the Feebleneſs into 
which all that Luxury muſt needs throw 
them, and then they will deſpiſe and trample 
upon 


| 
| 
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upon them, as much as they do now court 
them. He who told we all this, added, that 
the lictle Princes of the Emprre, attected now 


| as much Splendor in their Courts as the Ele- 
ors did in the laſt Age, and that the Elettors 


lived now in as much Magnificence as 
Crowned Heads did formerly. But he carried 
his Obſervation further, and having ſtayed 
ſome conliderable time both in Swazerland 
and Holland, he added, that Luxury and Ex- 
pence were wicked things even in Monar- 
chics, but they were fatal and deſtcuCtive when 
they got into Common-wealths ; of which 
the Hiſtory of Lacedemon, Athens, and above 
all of Rome, give proofs that are beyond 
exception; for there is a Humility, a Sobriety, 
and a Frngality, that is ſo neceſlary for their 
Preſervation ; that Kimgdoms can be better 
maintained without Troops and ſtrong Places, 
than Co2mon-wealths without theſe. An E- 
mulation in Expence, a Vanity in Clothes, 
Furniture, or Entertainments, are ſo con- 
trary to all the Principles upon which a Com- 
mon-wealth muſt be either built or preſerved, 
that he ſaid, he thought that the Durch had 
loſt more of their real Srength, by the Pro- 
greſs that this Peſt makes among them, than 
by all the Expence of the laſt War, of 


Which they complain ſo much : and indeed 


the Men of Luxury and Vanity ought to be 
driven out of Common-wealths, as publick 
Enc- 
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Enemlcs to the Conſtitution of the Govern- 
ment : ſince an irregular Profuſion throws, 
them into Injuſtice and Oppreſlion, and may 


in time expoſe them to the Corruption of o- | 


ther Princes, and diſſolves that Induſtry and 
Application for Affairs by which only they can 
{ubſiſt : for among all the Max3ms thar relate 
to a Common-wealth, there is none more indiſ- 


penſable, than that all men regulate their Ex- | 


pence, ſo that # may not exceed their Income : 
and therefore he admired that Part of the 
Venetian Conſtitution, that regulates the 
Expence of their Nobility ; and Micluded, 
that if the Srares and the Camons did not put 
an eff:Ctual ſtop to the Progreſs of thoſe Diſ- 
orders among them, the Figure that they had 
made in all the Afﬀairs of Emrope, as it was in 
a great degree already eclipſed among the 
Cantons, ſo would fink apace even in the 
States; and this was all that was wanting 
to ſet up a new Monarchy in the West. 

But 1 have got ſuch a trick of making D1- 
greilions, that I find it is hardly poſſhble for 
me to hold long cloſe to a point : there 1s 
ſomething in travelling, I fancy, that makes a 
mans thonghts reel; and that leads his Pen to 
wander about as much as his Perſon does : yet 
I remember ſtill what drew me into all this 


ramble; it was the buſineſs of Gzaſtale,and the , 


Court of Mantra that l:d me ſo far about. I 
will ſay no mote to you of the relt of _—_ 
| y; 
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dy ;, nor will I enter into any deſcription of 
Tuſcany ; but ſhall only tell you one thing, 
which both touched me much, and pleaſed me 


| extreamly. 


I need not inlarge to you on the Poverty & 
Miſery that appears in P:/a, where there re-_ 
mains yet enough to ſhew what they once. 
were, and how much they are now ſunk from 


| what they were while they were a'Free Stare : 
| butall this 1s much more ſenſible, when one 


goes from hence to Lucca, which tho it has 
not the advantage of Situation that P:/a has, 
yet is Quite another ſort of a place. The Town 
is well built,full of People,and as full of Wealth - 
the whole Soil of this ſmall Srate 1s well culti- 
vated and is full of Yllages, all the marks and 
effects of Liberty appear, in an univerſal Ci- 
vility, and a generous & frank way of living : 
This is alſo the Place of all 7raly that is freeit 
of all Crimes and publick Vices ; they value 
themſelves upon nothing but their Leberty, of 
which the Stare is ſo jealous, that the frequent 
change of their Mariftrates, from two 


| Months to two Months, and the Reitrainr 


in which they are kept while they bear Office, 
they being indeed honourable Priſoners all the 
while, have preſerved that here, which ſo 
many of their Neighbouring States have loſt : 
and as Liberty is engraven in Capital Letters, 
upon the pubiick Buildings of this Stare , 
ſo it appears to be much deeper in all their 

| Hearts. 


,o 
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Hearts. One ſees the Effects of their Wealth, 


in all their pibVick Works, as well as in the 
Fortifications of this Place, which are much 


better, and better kept than in any ylacel | 
ſaw in /taly, except Genoa, There is 01 the | 


inward ſide of the Ramparts, a noble Planta- 
tion, which is one of the beautifulleſt Deco- 
rations that belongs to this Place ; for as there 
1s a conſiderable ſpace left void between the 
Ramparts and the Buildings, fo this is planted 
all about the whole Town, with ſeveral 
rows of Trees, which alford pleaſant Walks, 
and a lovely Shade, which is no iraall mat- 
ter, where they arc expoſed to 1o hot a 
SUN. 

I come 11 the laſt place to give you an account 
of Genea, which tho it is not able now to com- 
pete as it did ſome Ages ago with the Repub- 
lick of Venice, yet is till 2 great Body and 
full of Wealth 3 one that comes out of the 
Popes Patrimony and Tuſcany, into this nar- 
row Border that l:cs between the ls and the 
Sea, ſhould expect to find as great a ditte- 
rencc between their zbounding 1a People and 
Wealth, as there is between the Soil of theſe 
two Countries: but he finds the change jult 
contrary to what in reaſon he og. to expect: 
for all this edge of Soil, is ſo full of /Vlages 
and Towns, and there is ſo great a plenty of 
Aſoney, and of every thing elſe here, that it 
amales a 7raveller no leſs, than the abando- 
ned ſtate of thoſe other Placts. The 
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The numbers of the ſubjects of this Repub- 
lick are eſtimated to 3 30000 Perſons ; which 


| arethus reckoned up; In the Town of Genoa 
| It felf there areabout 80000 Per/ons- in the 
Villages ard Towns that lie Weſtward there 


are 120000 and 3cooo in thoſe that lie to 
the Faſt: and the [nhabrants of the [fland of 
Corſica are reckoned tobe 1coo00. They keep 
two fmall Forts in Corſica, one at Calvi on 
that end that looks to Genoa,. ard another 
at Bomface on the other end that looks 
to Sardinia; for they have let S. Fiorenza and 
ſome other ſmall places go to ruin. Theſe 
two are conſiderable in themſelves, and com- 
mand. two very good Harbours; yet as thc 
Bnildings in Calvz, are too much expoſed and 
too high, ſo Boniface 1s under an high Ground, 
that is within musket ſhot of it, and that com- 
mands it : theſe places are now in a ſad condi- - 


| tion, ull kept, and ill furniſhed both with 


Men and Ammunition, ſo that they could not 
make a great Reſiſtance, there being bur. 
150Men inCalv:, and 200 in Borrface ;, and it 


' Is believed, thar the reaſon of their letting 


————— 


' S.Fiorenza go to ruin, is, the Greatneſs of 


the Place,and the Expence of keeping it. The 
Corſes are extreamly brave, and have a Rag: 
in their courage, that would be nmch more 
valuable and uleful than it is. if they were 
more governable, and, could bz brought un- 
der an exact Dig. : but they are — 
Fe) 
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.and as apt to Mutiny, when they ſee no Ene- 
my, as to fight well when it comes to thar. 
The compals of the Forrification of Genos is 
an amaſing thing; for itruns all along the hills 
In compaſs of many miles, I was told it wasa- 
bove 15 mile, and in the Expence that has been 
laid out on this and on the two Moles, chiefly 
the new one, ane ſees that this State ſpares 
nothing which Publick Safety, or the Conve- 
nience of Trade: do 
Works has run the Republick into a vaſt debt; 
for they owe above Nine Millions of Cromn; 
that are upon the Bk, beſides ſeveral other 
debts, in particular their great Debt to St. 
Georges Houſe; the greateſt part of the Re. 
venne of this Stare ſtands engaged for the [n- 
zereft that they pay, ſo that tho the whole Ke- 
venue amounts to 1200000 Crowns, they rec- 


koned that gooooo Crowns of this is engaged, | | 


ſo that they have only three hundred thou- 
ſand Crowns clear for their whole Expence, 
which is ſo ſmall a matter, that it is no won- 
_ der if they are in a low condition, and can do 

little upon ſo narrow a fond : their Revenue; 


mk : theſe Publick 


Tiſes chiefly out of an Exc:/c that falls ſo equat - 


ly upon all the Sulyeds of this Srate, that they 
reckon that every- Man in Genoa, pays fit, 


Crowns a yearto the Stare. The whole Land | 


Forces of. this: State. were but 3500 Men, yet 
of tare they-have raiſed them up ©o 4000 Men; 


: 


of which 2500 arethe Garriſon of the Cy; ' 


and 


as by. 
Me 
the 
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they 
; fit, 
| yet 
fen; 


| of Savoy, andthe State of Millan. 


| 


: 
| 
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and there are 600 in Savora, which after the 
City it ſelf is the moſt important place that 
belongs to this Srate the extent of the whole 
Country, that goes by the name of the Rever 
of Gensa, is 130 miles, of which 120 lie Weft- 
ward, and 60 lie Eaſtward; the Mountains 
that are almoſt impaſlible are thought a ſuf- 
ficient Defence to cover them: from their 
Neighbours in-Lombardy, and: from- the Duke 
It 15-true, 
they have one Fore called Gavs, that 1s'25 
miles diſtant from the Town, which has all 
theadvantapes of ſituation that are poſlible for 
keeping the Paſſes thro the Mountain : bnt 
as they keep only a Garriſon of: 120 Mett in 
it, ſo all things in it are ſo negleed, that 
it could make no conſiderable Reſiſtance to 
an Enemy that could attack jt vigorouſly: 


In ſhort, the ſtrength. of this'Srate is very 


inconſiderable, their Soldiers are ill Diſciplis 


ned, their Officers want Bx tence, andthey 
have no good Engmeers; the New: le ts1n» 


deed a valt work, built eutints the Set ſeven 
fathom deep, and thereare an hundred pieces 
of Camon mounted to-defend the: Old-Mole 
their Nayal Forces-confilt ini ſin-Galleyd: and 
two Men. of- War z: bat- theſe are norts heplt 
as Ships of War, but-are-irhployed-rathey a8 
Merchant-men,- ſo- that- they: nor+ ohly: bear 
their own: Expences: but bring. in! ag Over 


Finale 


H 2 
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F inale,which is the only Seaport that belangs 
to the State of Ifillan,is a poor abandoned Y:l- 
{age without either Fortihication or Garriſon, 
nor do the Spaniſh Galleys come there any 


more ; but make Genoa it ſelf their Step and | 


Paſlage betwen Spain and 1illan : fo that an 
attempt upon Geroa was indced the taking 
of all the Miullaneſe, ſince the communication 
between Spam and it, being now thro Genoa, 
whenſoever this Republick falls into the 
hands of the French, all rhe /laneſe muſt 
tall of it ſelf, or rather indecd all /raly muſt 
riceds fall with it. | 

"This is, as far as I could. underſtand it, the 
outward force of Genoa - for it can expett 
little from its Allzes, it having none at all be- 
lide Spain - and the Slowneſs and Febleneſs 
of that Cort, are too viſible to give any State 
great Courage that has no other ſupport be- 
1ides this to depend on: As for thr Netgh- 
bours in /taly, they have no ſort of Com- 
merce with them ; for they pretend to a de- 
gree of Precedence, equal to the Yenetzar: : 
and to have the reſpect of a Crowned Head 


pay'd to them, and this cuts off all Commu- | 
npications with the other Corrs of Jraly, who 


conſider Ferice in another manner than they 
do Gevos As for Spain, they have all poſſible 


Engagements with it : many of the richeſt Fa- | 


> TI err, 


AGEs 


milies of Genoa have great Eſtates in the AMvlla- | 


weſe, and the other Dominions of the Xing of 


Spain , 
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Spain; fo that they muſt upon their own ac- 
count be true to the Intereſts of that Crown, 
and Spain 1s as much concerned in their pre- 
ſcrvation as in any of its own Provinces, 
ſince it defends their Empire ,in Jraly; fo 
that Genoz and Spain are now inleparably 
uriited to one arother, by their mutual In- 
tcrelcs. 6d 

But I come next to give you ſome account 
of the inward State of Genoa. It is known, 
that their Liberty was reſtored to them,by the 
molt carneſt interceſſion of that great Cap- 
tain, and gallant Country-man, Andreas Do- 
ria, whoſe Statue, in remembrance of this, 
is ſet up in an open place in their Town < this 
was inthe ycar 1528. yet tho from that time 
they had their Government jn their. '-own 
hands, they were ſtill obliged to.let a Squar 
dron of the Spamſh G allies, ſtand 1n their Ar- 
ſenal, who kept then a Fleet of about 80 
Galleys, ſo that till Spain was ſo much ſunk 
from itz former Greatneſs, that it was n0 
marc a Terror to any of its Nezhbboars, Ger 
n02 Was ſtill in great dread of having thetr 
Liberty fwallowed up by them, and therctore 
they do not reckon their entire Liberty but 
from the year 1624 or 1625, that they faw 
themiclves out of all Danger ſrom any of 
their Ncighbours: France was not then be- 
gun to grow flrong, at Sea, and Spain was 
ſtrong no whetc ; fo that ſince that time, till 
bp 3 France 
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France b:gan to put our great Fleets, and 
that they had ſuch a dreadful Neighbour of 
T ouloxn, they were fafe and at quiet: but they 
fell undes the common Diſcaſe of all Common- 
wealths, when they are long in Peace, and 


while their Commerce flouriſhes; a Spirit ( 


of Inſolence and of Fation began to ſpread it 
{elf over the whole Town, which was grown 
to ſuch a height, that in the Projett that was 
offered to the Court of France, ſhewing the 
ealineſs of this Conqueſt ( of which I have 
ſeen the Copy ) the Diviſions and Factions 
amongſt them are propoſed, as the chief 
ground upon which ehey founded the Proba- 
bility of the ruin of that Common-wealth. 
There are three ſorts of Perſons In Genea, 
the — the Ctizens, and the Inferior 
People. There are two Ranks of Nobility, the 
one is of the more A4ntient Families, the 0- 
ther is of thoſe who have been choſen and 
raiſed up to that Dignity of late. It 1s true, 
the Agreement that was made in the Year 
1576. between them, is exattly obſerved, by 
which the Government and the Publick Im- 


ployments are to be equally divided between 


them : but yet there is { great a height of 
Pride kept up among the Ancient Families, 
that they will not Inter-marry with the other, 
and think it a diminution to them, to enter 
mto any Familiarity with them, and even to 


keep them Company ; this on the other hand 
kindles 
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kindles an Indignationin thoſe latter Families, 
when they ſee themſelves ſo much deſpiſed 
by the other. The Ancient Families have a 


| necellary Dependence upon the Crown of- 
| Spain, by the great Eſtates that they have in 
their Dominions; but the others, whoſe 


Eſtates lie rather in Money, which either is 
inthe Bank, or thai runs out in Exchange 
or Trade, they are concerued in nothing but 
m the Preſervation of their Bazk, and by caon-. 
ſequence 1n their - Liberty ; for none can 
doubt but that if they fell in the Power of 
another Prince, the Debts on the Bank would 
be but 14] pay'd. Thusthe Nobility ſtand di-: 
vided into two Factions, which Uiſcover 
their Animoſittes to one another upon very 


| many occaſtons : for Pablick Imployments are 


ſought after here, with as much Intrigue as 
elſewhere. 1 will give you only one [nfſtance 
of this, becauſe it iz both very refined, and ' 
it related to that Doge, whoſe Government 
was ſo uthappy both by the Bombarding of 
Genoa, and by his own going to Verſailles 
to ask Pardon. He himſelf was a Man of aquiet 
tamper;that did not aſpire; but his Wife could 
not be ſatisfied till he was Doge, and ſhe Do- 
geſſe : ſo ſhe ſet ſo many Machines at work, 
that after the ſeveral tours, that the matter 
made in the many Ballotmgs, it came to the 
fixing of . the laſt three out of whom the 
Poge was to be choſen : and her Husband 
H 4 Was 
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was one of them; but there being one of 
the three, of whom ſhe was very apprehen- 
tve, ſhe engaged one of her Friends, to feem 
{o afſured of his Eleftion, as to lay conſfidera- 
ble Wagers with ſeveral of the El-&ors, who 
were likclieſt to favour him, thar he ſhou'd be 
clioſen : now they having a greater mind to 
win their Betts, than to promote their Friend, 
gave ther Vores in favour of him, that was 
vpon thar made Dore. 

The2d body in Genea is that of the Citizens, 
who ſeem to be extreamly weary of the In- 
folence of the Nob:lity , and there are many 
among them, that think themſelves no way 
infertour to them, neither in the Antiquity, 
nor in the Dignity of their Families. They 
do alſo complain of a great Injuſtice done 
them by the Nobility; for in the Agreement 
made between the Nobiliry and the Citizens, 
11 the Year 1528, one Arricle was, that every 
Year re Citizens ſhould be according to their 
merit received into their Bady. It 1s certain, 
rhat if this had been obſerved, the Nobility of 
Cenoa had become by this time ſo common, 
that this would have ſunk its Dignity ex- 
rreamly : but inſtead of ding this yearly, 
it is now done but once in 30 Tears, ſo the 
Ciroazens complain much, that this Encourage- 
ment and Recompence of Merit is now with- 
drawn. The Mobility pretend on the other 
hand, that by that Agreement, they _ 
only 
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only enabled to make an annual Promotinn, . 
but that they are not obliged to it : and I was- 
told, that the Original Xecord of thar Agree- 
ment could not be found now ; and no doubt 
it has been deltroyed by the Order of the Se- 
nate. In ſhort, the Citzzezs have ſo great ah 
averlion to the Government, that it was ge- 
nerally thought that. they would cally be 
prevailed on to ſhake it off, and to throw 
thanſelves rather into the Arms of another 
Prince, who would certainly have very ſoon 
trampled upon them all equally ; for iris too » 
common a thjng, to ſee in all thoſe inteſtine 
Factions, that anzry and U-natared Men, . 
conſider the laſt Injury, more thaw alF other 
things : and.are ready to ſacrifice alt to their 
Relentments : and'arc ſd intent: upon thetr : 
Rewvenges, that. often they will .not look 
into the Conſequences of what they do, 
but go on, which way ſoever. the Anzer of 
the Fa7;on.drives them : and thoft who are 
wiſe enough, . to make their own- Advantage-” 
of thoſe Quarrels, and that are dextrous 
enough to manage them  artificially,. make 
commonly. thoſe Parties take their turns 1n 
uſing ons anorher. 111, in which they know 
hoy to find” thcir account : and'as this off 
ſrvation holds often in Co/zer Climates, fd- 
If a Comtrey where Revenues are very much 
ſtudied and gratiicd, no wonder if tins-'was 
much relied om Fhr rr Rank is of 46. 
ns 5 1radjs- 
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Trages-men and Rabble, who have their chicf 
dependance uponthe great Nobibty - but they 
are a vicious and diſlolute ſort of People, as 
any are in the world. And indeed all Gereais 
{o extreamly corrupt, ſo ignorant, and ſo 
brutal, and ſo little acquainted with the true 
Notions of Governmen, that here is a Com- 
. *07-wealth degenerated to ſuch a degree, that 
It cannot reſi a conſiderable ſhock. T he Sub. 


gets are exceſlively Rich, tho the Stare is * 


Poor : and this appears both in the magnifi- 
cence of their Buildings, which is beyond 
Imagination, and in the great Wealth that is 
in their Churches and Convents, which ſee- 
_ to me to be beyond what is in Yenice it 

A ſenſible Man that 1 knew there told me, 
that as there was among them a ſort of Impy- 
nity ta all kind of Vice, ſo their groſs no 
ragce made them incapable to conduct their 
Scare ;, for while their Wealth blew them up, 
with that pride that it commonly produces 
in mean Souls, and when their Intrigues 
brought them into a conſiderab'le ſhare of 
the Governmem, they ſatisfied themſelves 
with carrying on the Intereſts of their own 
Cabal, and depreſlling thoſe that oppoſed 
them , without opening their minds to ſo 
great athought, as that of correing or ſe- 
Curing their Commoen-wea/th, They neither 
had Bl 


cads nor Hearts capable of a vigorous 


Detence : 


wr 
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Defence : and they knew nothing of what 

was doing abroad ; but contented themſelves 

with minding the Intereſt of their City Fa- - 
ions, He added, that when a Common- 

wealth fell once into this Diſeaſe, it was in 

a much worſe ſtate, than any - to which 

the Rigour even of an unhappy War, could - 
reduce it: : as a Man whoſe Vitals are in- 

wardly corrupted, is in a much worſe condi- - 
tion,than he that has received many wounds z 
Nature may bring him thro the one, tho | 
he had loſt ever ſo much Blood ; whereas it 
muſt ſink under the other : ſo all the miſchiet - 
that could befal a Common-wealt could 
hardly deſtroy it, if it retain'd the inward 
vigour of its firſt Maxwms and Conſtstntion : - 

and he did not ſtick to ſay, that as high as -- 
the States of Holland were now in holding ' 
the Balance of Europe, if their Towns fell once 
into: eſtabliſhed Fattions, if Learmng ſank 
among them, ſo that their Magiſtrates grew 
Ignorant, chiefly of the 4fairs of Errope ; 
it they came to have a Magiftracy, that had + 
not the right underſtanding of War, and the 
Courage with which ſome praCtice in Mibi- 
tary matters inſpire Men ; and if their Wealth 
ſwelled them up to an unreaſonable Pride , 
and that Men rife more upon the lictle ; Io- 
trigues of City Fatons,than upon true merit; 
whenſoever, he ſaid, the States fall into this 
Diſcaſe, then the Rrepgth of thai Zepablick 


Was | 
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was gone ; and tho they might ſubliſt after 
that longer or ſhorter, according to the Con- 
-jJuncfture of Afﬀairs, yet one might reckon 
them to be in their Decline, which muſt end 
m a moſt certain Ruin to them, either within 
doors, or from abroad. 

I have now told you enough to Tet you 
fee how reaſonable a Project it was to ſend a 
Fleet againſt ſo feeble a Body ; which without 
moſt predigious Errors in the management, 
could not have miſcarricd : ard this is ſo clear, 
and fo confeſfed by every Man in Genoa, that 
one rather wonders how they found a way to 
conduct it fo ill. The Man that formed the 
whole Profett was Sriven Vald;ron of Niſmes, 
and a Preteſtant,who is a Perſon of a very good 
Underſtanding, and having lived above 12 
Years in Genoa, had time enough not only to 
ratſe a very good Eſtate out of his Trade, 
bnt to ſee into the whole Feebleneſs of that 
Government, I converſed long and much with 
him : and having ſince that time been in Ge- 
' woa it ſelf, I have ſeen fo clearly the truth of 
all that he told me, that I may now aſfure 
yon of all that | trarnt from him. He had 
a ſtrange Afﬀettion to his Great Monarch, 
and fancied thar the Obligations of raiſing 
#1 Glory, was fuperiour to all other : and.no 
doubt he reckoned to find his own account 
in it, if he could have been the occaſion of 
miakivg the King of France Maſter of G ye J 

ere- 
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therefore he drew up the whole Projet, and 


| ſhewed both of what Importance the thing 


was, and how ealily it night be executed : 
for | have a Copy of the whole Scheme, which 
Mr. Sr. Olon ſent to the Court of France, of 
which Mr. /Valayron was indeed the Author ; 
the D2lign being entertatned,. Sr, Olon had 
an Intimation given him, to withdraw ſome 
Days before the French Fleet came before 
the Town. But Ya!dyron was left ro try his 
hard Fate; for as ſoon as th2 Fleet began tg 
do Acts of Holtility, Ya/dyon, who had been 
known to be much with Sr. Olon, was clapt 
in Priſon, and *while he was in it, @ Bomb 
broke thro hi; Reiſon, but dii kim. no hurt, 
only the violent note it made weakned the 
Tympan of his Ear ſo much, that he loſt his 
bearing of one lidc. 

But he, as well as all Gezoa, fancied they 
were loſt, and that the French mutt be cer- 
tainly Maſters of the Place 1n a few hours. 
The Conſternation and Confulion was ſb 
great, thar if at firſt a great Shower of Bombs 
had been thrown into the Tenn, and a de- 
ſcent had been made, th2y had certatnly fuc- 
ceeded ;, for the People were in ſuch diforder, 
that the /aziſtrates were not regarded ;, and 
indeed many of them ſhewed as much fear 


as the Rivize did. I:ut the French, inſtead 
of beginning vigeroully at -(irſt, threw in 
&e Bomb, and attcr f*me hours anerber? 


and 
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and ſo went on ſlowly for a day or two; in 


which time, the People began to get into or- | 
der. and to take heart : and now their firſt | 


Fear, turned to a Rage againſt the French ; 


ſo that when they made a deſcent,they found 


ſuch a Reſiſtance;that they were forced to go 


back to their Ships, having left b:hind them- | 


500 of their beſt Men : and the Fleer conti- 
nued Bommbarding the Town, till they had ſhot 
all therr Bombs ; and when their ſtores was 
ſpent, they ſaiPd away, having laid a great 
many noble b«:lanes in ruines. 

The morality of this way of proceeding, 
was ſomewhat hard to be found out : the 
Italians do not ſtick to ſay, it was an 4/ſ- 
ſaſſinat, when without Waming or proceed- 
ing In the way of a fair War, a het came 
and ſurpriſed and burnt a Town - but the 
Condud was as extraordinary, as the Action 
it ſelf was honourable and worthy of a MOST 
CHRISTIAN KING. 

It was pleaſant to hear a Spaniard, that 
'belonged to the Count of Melgar, talk of this 
matter : he ſaid.that in this,France had ated 
as it had done on many other occaſions, 1n 
which tho it had the favourableſt conjunCture 
poſſible, it had done nothing ſuitable to what 
might have been expected ; for tho they had 
here a calm Sea, for four days, which 1s a 
-ery extraordinary thing in the Bay of. Genoay 
'that is almoſt always in a Srorz, and tho r- 
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had ſurpriſed the Town, that had not the 
leaſt apprehenſion of ſuch a Deſign,and found 
them 1n a condition not likely to have reſiſted 
a much ſmaller Force yet he ſaid;that Feeble- 
nels which had appeared upon many other 
occaſions, ſhewed it ſelf likewiſe here, ſince 
this great Expedition failed, and the Re- 
proach of” firſt attempting itz and: then 
miſcarrying in it, was ſtudied to be carried 
off by this, that the deſign was only to 
Chaſtiſe Genoa, at which there is not a Man 
in the Town that does not laugh. He upon 
this took a great compaſs for theſe laſt twenty 
years backwards, to ſhew that there was-no- 
thing extraordinary in all this Rezgr,that had 
been the Subject of ſo many Panegyricks, un- 
leſs this may be reckoned extraordinary,that 
there has been {0 little progreſs made, when 
they had the faireſt opportunities poſlible : an 
Infant King of Spain, and a feeble: Comncil, 
and a Diſtraftion in the States of Holland; io 
that the firſt Succeſſes that were the Effects 
of the weakneſs and ſurpiſe of thoſe that 
were atrackt, are rather a Reproach than a 
Glory to a Reign, that has underſtood ſo 
ill how to ſerve it ſelf of thoſe advnntages, 
that had nothing of the Greatneſs of a Cor- 
guering Genius in it 3 and where the Miniſtry 
ihewed rather an exaCtneſs in executing little 
ProjeQts, than a largeneſs of Soul 1n laying 
yaſt ones. I could not but be pleaſed to fee a 

OY Spaniard, 
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Spaniard, find ſomewhat that entertained his 
Pride 1n the contempt ot the French, at the 


jame time that the low eltate of their Aft- - 


tairs, made him feel the depreſſion of their 
own Empire as much. as the p:ogreſs of the 
Great Monarch of France. 

But now. cannot Vut tel] you the reſt of 
Valdyron's Story : as ſoon as the French were 
gone, the Government of Genoa began to 
examine hin, bart he ſto2d to his denial, and 
faid, he knew nothing : all his Efects were 
leiſed on and dillipated, and h2 himſelf. was 
four or five times put to the Strapado, which 
was done by,tyjng his hand. behind his back; 
and fetching them over his Head, which di.- 
joyated his Armz2s and Shoulder-blades in a 
molt tertivle manner, yet he had the lirm- 
nets to ſtaad it out : and ſo they could draw 
nothing from him.: but as ſoon as the Cours 
of France underitood that Yoth he, and [eve- 
ral other Frenchmen, that lived in CGenoas 
were Put in Priſon, the Reſident of Genoa 
was Clapt up at Paris: and wh.n the Over- 
tures were made to accommodate this 1:tter, 
Valdyron was no more ill uſed,. and after 
jome Months he was: ſet at Liberty ; but 
his Ejtaze was quite lolt : yet lie came t9 
France, not doubting but.that ſo great'a Ser: 
vice, and ſuch ſevere Suffering, would have 
procured him ſome conſiderable Reward ; 
but after be tad lanyuiſhed there above a 

| year, 


Policy & Intereits of ITALY. 185 


| year, he got a Perſion, that was juſt enough 


to keep him alive, of two hundred Crowns : 
and even that was ſtopt,as ſoon it was known 
that he was of the Religron, till he changed. 
This piece of Gratitude for ſich a Service, 
that had coſt him. fo dcar, was no extraordi- 
nary Encouragement for others to venture as 
he had done. Yet I who knew him well, for 
almoſt two years, could nor bur 2dmire the . 
wonderful Zeal he had for the Glory of his 
King ; for in the midit of all his Miſery, and 
of all the Negle@t he met with, having fallen 
from ſo flouriſhing, a condition, he could ne- 
ver be brought to think thar he had done foo- 
liſhly : but was rather proud of it, that he 
had formed ſo ſure a Scherre, for putting Ge- 
noa into his 27afters hands: & this he ſaid often 
to me, when he was ſo poor, that he did not 
know where to dine. The affinity of the 
matter, makes me call to mind a converſation 
that I had at Rome; with two of the Old Ma- 


giſtr ates of Meſſina: who had been men that 


bore a great ſtroak in that Town, during the 
Revolt : and were then reduced .to the miſery 
of accepting a Charity. They told us, that 
all the Oarhs, that Mr. de Y:vonme, and Mr. 
la Fueillade, ſwore to them in the. A'rmgs name, 
as well as in their own, never to abardon 
them, which were made upon the Sacrament, 
beſides whole Valleys of Oaths, that Mr. (4 
Fxeillade made them from morning to m_ 
while 
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while he was among them, it ſeems went for 
nothing, but matters of form : yet they faid, 


they thought the French Miniſtry.would have | 


conſidered the Kings Intereſts, if they had no 


regard to his Henorr. They added.that if the 
King of France, when he found the V/ar of | 


Meſſina lay heavy upon him, had ſent to Spazn, 
and offered to that Court, as a pledge of the 
Peace that he was offering them at Nsmmegen, 
to put Meſſpnaagaln into their hands, provided 
they would grant an /ndemnity for what was 
paſt, and a Confirmation of their Antient 
Prewiledges, of which he himſelf would be the 
Guarand, this they ſaid the Spariards would 
have without doubt, accepted as ſomething 
Come to them from Heaven : and af the mat- 
ter had ended thus, as it would have been 
highly honourable for the K:ng, Toit wonld 
have given him the dependance both of S:cily 
and Naples, and have kept them till in a 
diſpoſition to throw themſelves into his 
hands : whereas inthe way that their buſineſs 
ended, if there ſhould be in any time hereafter 
a provocation given in thoſe parts to revolt, 
they would ſooner throw themſelves into the. 
Armes of the Turk, if he ſhould be again 
in a condition to protect them, than of thoſe: 
who had abandoned themin ſo ſtrange a man- 
ner, taking no care neither of the Privileages 
of the Town in general, nor of thoſe particu- 
lar Perſons, who had rendred themſelves un- 
pardonable 
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pardonable to the Spaniards. It is true, ſome 


| were brought away to France, the, two that 
 Thave mentioned were of that number, and 


had ſmall Penfiovs aſſigned them, which were 
but ill payed : and becauſe ſome of them had 


| Not patience enough to bear ſuch an uzlooked 


for Uſage, but complained freely of it,a pre- 
tence was taken from thence, to banſh them 
all out of France; ſo that ever ſince they have 
ſuffered a great deal of Miſery. I will not 
digreſs ſo far as to give you an account of 
that whole Rewolr, which they juſtified to us, 
from the great Priviledges of their Town, 
which were indeed ſuch as made it a fort of 


| aCommon-Wealth : that had a right to defend 
| It ſelf againſt thoſe manifeſt Infraftions with 


which they charged the Spaniards. The 
told us, that the Confiſcations of Xefſina h 
amounted to twenty {lions + and yet for all 
that the King of Spain was not much the ri- 
cher by their Ruin ; for the Y:ce-Roy and 
Government of Sicily, pretended to exhauſt all 
by a Citadel that they are building : and by 
ſome other publick Works. In Concluſion, 


| the two poor Meſſineſſes, ſeeing a Dutchman 


in our Company, turned the Diſcourſe to 
him, and wiſhed him to warh his Conntry- 


men, by their Fate, how much ſome Courts 


ought to be relicd on. - 
And now I have done with all the Political 


Obſervations, that 1 could make in /raly. But 
as 


133 AT[ctter relating to the 


as I begun this Letter with one piece of Na- 
txral Hiſtory, | will end it with another. The 
fit was a way of preparing of Salr, and the 
ſecond is a new way of preparing of tril, 
which was lately ſet up in the Sulfatara, 
near Puzzolo, It has not been long cnough 
a going, to enab'e one to judg how it will 
ſucceed ; bur yet all things are very prom- 
ling ; and that which g'ves a good proſpect 
of it, is, that all 1s done without the expence 
of any fire, The Method of it is this : There 
are ſeycral Cifterns made in that great Bot- 
tom of the Sulfatara, of great ſtones cemented 
very cloſe: into theſe all the Rain, both of 
that Bottom, and of the little Hills that are 
round 1t, does fall, which is impregnated 
with Yutriot - they do alſolay. a great many 
Ti'es 2nd Bricks before all thoſe Vents, that 
the fire which is in this Soil makes: and where 
the Smoke comes out, with ſo rapid a vio- 
lence ; ſo that this Smoke paſſing thro theſe 
Bricks, leaves a great deal of S»lph:r and Yi 
eriol gpon them : and theſe Bricks are waſhed 
in thoſe Cifterns, and by this means the Wa- 
ter becomes impregnated with irrio! - then 
they put the Water into Coppers, which they 
ſ:t over thoſe violent hot Eruptions ; ſo that 
this ſerves as a Fire to evanorate the Phlegm, 
and ſo they ind quantitt's of Yrrriol, The 
Revenue of this go:s to the Annunciata of Na- 
ples: and they begin to promiſe theimfeive: 
greal 
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great advanfages from-it : but a little time 
will ſhew this, as well as greater matters. 1 
will add no new trouble, to-that wh:ch the 
ſength of this Letter muſt needs have given 
you : ſol will conclude, without any other 
Formality , but that of aſſuring you that I 


al, 
S-1 


Your moſt humble Servant. 


P,0-4:F SC: Þ-F:F. 


OC Ince I added a Poſt ſcript to my two former 

Letters, I intend to make this ſo far of a 
piece with them, as to conclude this likewiſe 
with one ; for I find, looking over the little 
Notes that I took, a Particular that had eſca- 
ped me,and yet it ſeems to deſerve to be men- 
tioned : and ſince I have not brought it into 
my Letters, I have reſolved to make a Poſt- 


' ſcript expreſs for it. 


' There is a little Town in the Appernins, 
about 25 miles from Rome, called Norcia, 
near which there is a conſiderable Abbey, 


| - which belongs now to a Cardmal. This 


Town, tho it lies within the Popes Territory, 
yet has ſuch great Priviledges {till reſerved 
to 
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to it, that it my paſs in. ſome ſort for a free 
Common-wealth, They make their Lawes, 
and chooſe their own Magiſtrates ;, but thiat 


which is the moſt extraordinary partof their 


Conſtitution, and that is the moſt exactly 
obſerved, is, that they are fo jealous of all 
Prieſts, and of their having any ſhare in their 
Government , that no man that can either 
read or write is capable of bearing a ſhare in 
their Government : ſo that their Magſtracy, 


which conſiſts of 4 Perſons, is alway*s in the 


hands of Unlettered Men,who are called there 
Li quatrs Iſfliterats : for they think the leaſt 
tendency to Letters, would bring them under 
the ordinary Miſeries that they {ce all their 
Neighbours are brought under by the cre- 
dit in which both the Robes are amonp 
them. And they are ſo ſhy of all Churchmen, 
and ſo jealous of their Liberty, that when 
the Cardinal comes during the Heats of the 
Summer ſometimes, to his Abbey, they take 
no notice of him, nor do they make any ſort 
of Court to him- One that has bcen oft 
there, told me, that by divcrs of their Cu- 
{toms they ſeem to be of the race of the old 
Latines ;, and that their Situation and their 
Poverty had at all times preſerved them : yet 
they are not ſuch Strangers to the manners 
of the reſt of the 1talians as not to take plea» 
fure in ſevere revenges, of which this Inſtance 


was given me. The Abbot that' was the Car- 
dsnals 
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dinals Predeceſſor, had an Andieor who was 


' much in his favour, that made loye to the 


| Wife of one of the Magiſtrates of Norcia,which 
| ſhediſcovered to her Hnsband he ordered her 


——_— ene gn nes eas «et 


to give' the Axdiror an Appointment ; but 
provided a good Swrgeor: and all other things 
that were neceſſary to put the Auaitor ont of 
all danger of breaking his Vow of Chaſtity ; 
for he was a Churchman ;, and the Auator not 
failing to obſerve his rendezyous, was caught, 


' | and the operation was performed with all poſ- 


ſtble care : and he was treated very well till he 
was quite cured,and then he was ſent back to 
his Patron. The Abbot was highly offended 
with this affront that was done him : and it 
may beeaſily believed that the Azaror was not 


| well pleas'd with this forced Chaſtity that was 


now impoſed on him : ſo they ſent an Informa» 
tion of the matter to the Roa; and asked their 
opinion : but the Court of the Rota was wiſer 
than to ſuffer a matter of this'nature tobecome 
publick. To this 1 fhall adda pleaſant thing 
that was told me concerning Prieſts that fell 
under the misfortune of this fudztor. Its 
known, that according to the Canon Law, 
theone Indelible Character defaces the other : 
and that a Prieſt ſo treated can no more ſay 
Maſs: yet was toid that this diſtinCtion was 
uſed, that if the Prieft had all that was taken 
from him reſtored to himſo that he could cars 
ry it ig his Pocket, he was {till eſteemed _— 
an 
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and might ſay Maſs, but unleſs he could have 
the conſolation of carrying thoſe things dead 
about him, that had 'been perhaps too quick 
before, the Charatter was loſt, or was at leaſt 
under a total ſuſpenſion: Ifall this is a little too 
pleaſant and too natural,a l:ttle good humour | 
mult be forgiven toa Traveler, whoſe Spirits 
are too much in motion, to be ſo ſetled and fo 
prave as dhey ought to be. 


F.INIS. 
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